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P-ROCEEDI-NGS

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Good norning, |adies and gentlenen.
My name is Mcah Caskey and we wi |l convene for
the day and continue our hearings as the Judici al
Merit Selection Conmi ssion. Today is Tuesday,
Novenber 18th. The notion from Representative
Jordan is that we go into executive session for a
| egal briefing. That notion is seconded by
Senator Rankin. Al in favor, signify by saying
aye.

MEMBERS. Aye.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al'l oppose nay? The ayes have it.
We will then proceed into executive session for
| egal briefing. Thank you.

(Of the Record)
(Executive Session was held from9:16 to 9:23 an

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: All right, |adies and gentlemen, we
wi Il resune with our screenings here today. W
are back out of executive session. For the
record, while we are in executive session
receiving the legal briefing, no decisions were
made, no votes were taken. The first matter we
have before us this norning are sone votes on the
qualification of candidates that we met with

yesterday. And | woul d recognize staff counse
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to lead us through that voting process. M.
Crawf or d.

M5. CRAWFORD: We'll go in order the seats yesterday

and what we generally do is we address -- The
conm ssion wll address the qualifications and
i ke we discussed, if they're fewer than six
candi dates and they're found qualified, then that
y'all would automatically nom nate them You
don't have a choice at that point. Yes. The
voting sheets, Kate is going around show ng you
where it is and if you could turn this in after,
It's just a -- Yeah, you can check or initial.
It doesn't matter. W just hang on to it.
Qualified, qualified, nomnated, not qualified.
It's pretty self explanatory in your notebooks.
And Lindi wll collect those at the end.
STAVRINAKIS: Is qualified and nom nated even a
necessary category now?
CRAWFORD: It is for when you have over six

candi dates. Not for the races we're going to

di scuss today.
STAVRINAKI S: So for all these races, those first
two are equival ent categories. There's no --
CRAWFORD: Correct. But we'll |ook at

i ndividually since we did have a abstention. So
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we'l | go through, look at the qualifications to
Judge Anderson. And we do have -- M. Protopapas
I's abstaining fromthis vote.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: So the pending question is
qualification of the Honorable Ral ph K
Anderson, IIl. You can signify by raising. Al
In favor signify by raising your hand saying aye.

VMEMBERS:  Aye.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: And pl ease notate as well on your
sheet. That was 11 to O in favor of
qualification. The next question is
qualification of the Honorable John Cannon Few.
Al in favor signify by raising your hand and
sayi ng aye.

MEMBERS: Aye.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Aye. So all 12 unaninously find Judge
Few qualified. The next is qualification of the
Honorabl e Bl ake A. Hewitt. Al in favor of
qualification, raise your hand and say aye.

MEMBERS: Aye.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Aye. Vote is unaninous as well as to
qualification of Judge Hewitt. And the | ast
candi date for Suprene Court is Jay Lucas. Al in
favor of qualification, raise your hand to

signify by saying aye.
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MEMBERS:  Aye.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Aye. Again, unani nous for
qualification of Jay Lucas and nom nati on,
because there are fewer than six candidates in
the race.

MS. CRAWFORD: The next candidate is the Honorable
St ephanie P. McDonald who is running for re-
election to the Court of Appeals seat seven.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Aye. Al right. Questionis
qualification of the Honorable Stephanie P
McDonald. Al in favor signify by raising your
hand and sayi ng aye.

MEMBERS:  Aye.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Aye. All opposed? Ayes have it.
It's unaninmous in favor of qualification of Judge
McDonal d.

M5. CRAWFORD: We will go through -- W just need --
We don't need qualified and nom nated because we
don't need to nomnate retired judges. It's just
a vote on their qualifications. The first judge
up i's the Honorabl e Joseph Derham Col e.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Question is qualification of Judge
Cole. Al in favor, raise your hand, signify by
sayi ng aye.

MEMBERS: Aye.
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CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Aye. Again, unaninous. 12 to O
favor qualification Judge Cole. Next is
qualification of the Honorable Thomas W Cooper,
Jr. Al in favor, signify raising your hand and
sayi ng aye.

MEMBERS: Aye.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Opposed? It is unaninmous in favor of
qual i fication Judge Cooper. The next question is
qualification of the Honorable Ronald R Norton.
Al in favor, signify by raising your hand and
sayi ng aye.

MEMBERS: Aye.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: (Qpposed? 12 to O unaninous in favor
of qualification of Judge Norton. Bringing us to
the qualification of the Honorable WIIliamJ.
Wley. Al in favor of qualification, signify by
rai sing your hand and sayi ng aye.

MEMBERS: Aye.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Aye. Al opposed, nay. It is
unani nous 12 to nothing in favor of qualification
of Judge Wley. The last race in this bucket is
qualification of -- Excuse ne, | said race. But
it is a individual determnation for the
Honor abl e Stephen H John as a retired Crcuit

Court judge. Al in favor of qualification,
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rai se your hand and signify by saying aye. | see
none. All opposed, signify by raising your hand
and sayi ng no.

MEMBERS:  No.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: No. So the determ nation is not
qualified by a vote of 0 to 12, 12 to 0. |'m not
sure how exactly to say that, but all 12 votes
were in favor of not qualifying. The Honorable
St ephen H. John.

MS. CRAWFORD: And the final candidate is The
Honor abl e Debbie MCaslin, Grcuit Court, 11th
Crcuit Seat 3, re-election.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Question is qualification of the
Honor abl e Debbie McCaslin. Al in favor, signify
by raising your hand and sayi ng aye.

VEMBERS: Aye.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Aye. Any opposed? Seeing none, it
I's unaninous 12 to 0 in favor of qualification of
t he Honor abl e Debbie MCaslin.

MS. CRAWFORD: That's it.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All right. And that is all that we
have before us based on the hearings yesterday.
And with that, we will proceed with the first

candi date on today's agenda.

kkk*kk*%k*%x
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CHAI RMAN CASKEY: All right. Before us we have Judge

MIton Kinpson. |f you would, sir, please raise
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your right hand.
JUDGE KI MPSON:  Yes, sir.

WHEREUPON:

M LTON KI MPSON, being duly sworn and

cautioned to speak the truth, the whole truth and

nothing but the truth, testifies as follows:

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: |If you woul d, please, sir, state
your full name for the record.

JUDGE KIMPSON: M Iton Gary Kinpson.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Judge, there should be sone
docunments in front of you. |If you would please
take a monent to | ook at those.

JUDGE KI MPSON:  Yes, sir.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Those are the personal data
questionnaire and the sworn statenment that you
submtted to the conm ssion

JUDGE KI MPSON:  Yes, sir, they are.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Are there any updates or changes
that need to be made?

JUDGE KIMPSON:  No, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Do you have any objection to our
i ncluding those in the record?

JUDGE KI MPSON:  No obj ection what soever.
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CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Thank you, sir. Let nme give staff a

JUDGE KI MPSON:  Yes, sir.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al right. The Judicial Merit

(EXH BIT NO. 1 MARKED FOR

| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPOSES (1 pages)
PDQ - MIton Kinpson)

(EXH BIT NO. 2 MARKED FOR

| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPCSES (1 pages)
Sworn Statenent - MIton Kinpson)

chance to do that. Geat, thank you. And Judge,
| should have noted at the outset this -- your
candi dacy is for seat five as an at large circuit

court judge reelection. Do | have that right?

Sel ection Conm ssion has thoroughly investigated
your qualifications for the for the bench. CQur

I nvestigation has -- or excuse me, our inquiry iIs
focused on nine evaluative criteria and has

I ncluded a ballot box survey, a thorough study of
your application materials, verification of your
conpliance with state ethics | aws, newspaper
search for which your nane appears, study of
previ ous screenings, and a check for economc
conflicts of interest. W have received no
affidavits filed in opposition to your el ection.

No witnesses are present to testify. |If you'd
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BY MR UMBTED:
Q

like to make a brief opening statenment, |'d be
happy to recogni ze you for that. O | would turn
to staff counsel to begin with questions.

JUDGE KIMPSON:  Just like to say thank you for this
opportunity. It's been a wonderful opportunity
to serve the state and | ook forward to your
questions. Thank you, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: M. Unsted.

MR UMSTED. Thank you. Initially, I note for the

record that conm ssion menber Christian Stegnaier is

abstaining fromparticipation in the screening of

Judge MIton G Kinpson. | further note for the

record that based on the testinmony contained in the

candi date's PDQ which has been included in the record
with the candidate's consent, Judge Kinpson neets the
statutory requirenments for the position regarding age,
resi dency and years of practice.

EXAM NATI ON

Judge Kinpson, after serving a little nmore than a year
on the circuit court, why do you want to continue
serving as a circuit court judge?

Being on the circuit court has been incredibly
challenging. And | feel every day that |'m doing not

only the state's business, but of course, |'m helping

Garber Reporting
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our justice system It's been challenging. Some days
have been better than others. Some days | want to run
and hide. But overall, it's been a wonderful
experience and I1'd just like to continue that service.
| just feel that we are doing good work for the state
of South Carolina.

Judge Kinpson, what do you think your reputation is
among attorneys that practice before you?

I'd like to think that the | awers who cone before me
know that 1'"mgoing to pay attention, that |I'm going
to consider their argunents, and that before | render
a decision, I'mgoing to weigh all factors. Sonetines
| may take too long to get a decision, but | think
they know that 1'"mgoing to consider and | hear
everything that's being said.

Judge Kinpson, the conm ssion received 614 ballot box
surveys regarding you, with 72 additional comments.
The bal l ot box surveys, for exanple, contain the
followi ng positive coments: Judge Kinpson is the type
of person we want on the bench, inforned, thoughtful,
and hunble. Judge Kinpson is very fair and renders
wel | -reasoned decisions. He has a credit to the |egal
profession. And lastly, Judge Kinpson is one of the
best judges in South Carolina. H's know edge,

t enperanent, and approach to cases and litigants is

Garber Reporting
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one to be nodel ed for other jurists. Six of the
written comments express concerns. O those, a few of
the comments concern delayed rulings or inefficiencies
I n rendering decisions. Wat response would you offer
for this concern?

| think, and I've thought a | ot about how long it has
taken ne to issue sonme opinions and decisions. Cvil
motions can often al nost deluge of cases and notions
that I'll have to consider. |In the very beginning, I
had lots of difficulty, not so much with the subject
matter, not with the conplexities of cases but the

i dea that | wanted to sit, | wanted to nake sure |
read everything and before rendering a decision,
essentially wanted to be perfect. And | had to
realize that | can't be perfect. 1've got to make a
decision, |'ve got to assign the order to soneone. So
what we've done is after that initial, | say, two,
three, even four nonth backlog, I've relied on other
judges to help get -- totry to get tips on howto
handl e these things. And we've devel oped better
processes in the office to try to turn orders around
qui ckly. Now after a civil notion -- a day of civil
motions, |'Il sit wwth my law clerk, we will make an
initial decision. And if -- evenif | need to revisit

that, what |'ve done is to try to outline what |
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believe will happen, we'll do additional reading and
try to get that decision out wthin a relatively short
period of time. | will say there's something called
the Matters Under Advisenent report that nust be
turned into court admnistration if a case goes on --
I f you hear a case, and then 30 days have gone by, and
you' ve not rendered a decision. In the very

begi nning, ny Matters Under Advisenent report | ooked
terrible. But we've worked on it, and for the first
tinme, probably since | took office, |ast week, |
submtted a Matters Under Advisement report that had
zero cases. Now, of course, |I've had a termof civil
motion since then. So I'mworking on those too so
that we will not have anything that's overdue and has
to be. That's a very fair criticismis just sonething
that | think | have to continue to work on.

A few of the corments al so concerned deficits in |egal
know edge or needing to -- or needing inprovenments in

| egal witing. What response would you offer for this

concern?

Well, in the beginning, | wanted to wite nmy own
orders. |'ve not been able to do that sinply because
you don't -- you can't keep up with everything. So |

rely on lawers to wite orders. Wen | get that

order in, | make sure that it's consistent with ny
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ruling. And then of course, we've got to issue it.

So | dorewite some orders. I'mnot -- | don't know
really how to address anyone saying that | don't wite
well. 1'"ve always prided nyself on that. But we'll
continue to do better as we go forward. Deficits in

| egal know edge. That's an interesting area. This --
and, of course, in the circuit court, as opposed to
the Admnistrative Law Court and some ot her places
|'ve been, there's just so nmuch nore information, so
many different areas of the law. The only thing | can
say is I've got to do better to address what mght be
perceived as a deficit. The good thing about the
circuit court is you' ve got |awers who have prepared,
you' ve got |awyers who submt briefs. And that |aw
generally is correct. |'ve just got to decide which
way | want to go with the decision. So you just try
to do the best you can.

And lastly, a few of the concerns -- or a few of the
comments indicate a concern regarding your
understanding of crimmnal trial procedure and
evidentiary rulings. How would you respond to that
concern?

At the Admnistrative Law Court, | was the ultimte
gat ekeeper because of course, | made the decision so

that if sonething came in that probably in terns of
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evi dence that shouldn't have come in, | could al ways
just disregard that in ny own decision. As a circuit
court judge, of course, especially with jury trials,
|'mthe one who has to be a gatekeeper, has to be nuch
more -- much nmore concerned about what conmes in and
not because a jury even with a curative instruction
may use that in an inproper way. So we've just got to
get better with regard to evidentiary issues, with

regard to -- particularly with regard to crimna

procedure. 1've never done a whole |ot of crimnal
trial work. | did do sone crimnal work as a
practicing lawer. It's just something we just have

to get better at. Have to just do better.

Thank you, Judge Ki npson.

MR UMSTED. | would note that the Mdland G tizens
Comm ttee found Judge Kinpson qualified in the
eval uative criteria of constitutiona
qual i fications, physical health and nental
stability. The commttee found himwell
qualified in the evaluative criteria of ethica
fitness, professional and academc ability,
character, reputation, experience and judicial
tenperament. The commttee stated in sunmary, he
Is a great judge who is well |iked, organized,

intelligent, and strong character with an
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exenpl ary tenperament. And they also noted he
shoul d be reelected and continue to serve our
judicial branch as a | eader.
Just a few housekeeping issues. JMSC procedural Rule
17 includes a prohibition on any candidate from
attending or watching any portion of the live stream
or recordings of public hearings of this cycle unti
after all hearings are concluded. Have you watched or
|istened to any of these hearings before your
appear ance today?
No, sir.
Has any ot her person relayed any infornmation about any
of the proceedings before this conm ssion to you?
No, sir.
Judge Kinpson, since submtting your letter of intent,
have you contacted any nmenbers of the conm ssion about
your candi dacy?
No, sir.
Are you famliar wth section 2-19-70, including the
limtations on contacting members of the Genera
Assenbl y regardi ng your screening?
| am | amfamliar with it, yes.
Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
sought or received any -- or received the pledge of

any legislator, either prior to this date or pending
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the outcone of your screening?

No, sir.

Have you asked any third parties to contact nembers of

the General Assenbly on your behalf, or are you aware

of anyone attenpting to intervene in this process?

| have not.

And have you reviewed and do you understand the

comm ssion's guidelines on pledging and South Carolina

Code section 2-19-70(E)?

| amfamliar with it, yes.

MR UMSTED: | would just note for the record that any
concerns raised during the investigation
regardi ng Judge Ki npson were incorporated into
the questions -- or into the questioning of this
candi date today. M. Chairman, | have no further
questi ons.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY:  Thank you, sir. Menbers of the
conm ssi on have any questions for Judge Kinpson?
M. Lay?

MR. LAY: Good norning, Judge Kinpson.

JUDGE KIMPSON:  Morning, sir.

MR LAY: | wanted to just figure out exactly what
you're doing to inprove, you know, your
experience |evel, your know edge in crim nal

procedure, crimnal |aw

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com




© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N N N N NN P P P P P PP PR
o A W N P O © 0 N O 0o M W N P+, O

TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
Page 22

JUDCGE KI MPSON: Readi ng, of course, advance sheets.
When an issue conmes up -- | appreciate when, in
the crimnal realm when | have pretrial notions
getting themearly so that we can do the research
necessary to nmake sure that we are prepared. O
course, talking to other judges. One norning,
had a trial where the issue about bifurcation
cane up. So of course, | did sone prelimnary
research, but then shot out an email to the other
judges and got great advice and did additional
research based on that. \Were | have evidentiary
I ssues that cone up in the mdst of trial,
sonetinmes |I'Il just need to take a break.

Soneti nmes when notions cone up, we'll just not
rule i medi ately, but go back to the chanbers and
research those. So what | hope for at all tines
Is pretrial issues that may be thorny, becom ng
aware of those prior to trial, so that I'll have
an opportunity to review and hopeful ly nmake a
correct ruling on that. It's just, for lack of a
better way of description, honmework.

MR LAY: And | can tell you, |'ve had a different
experience wth you on evidentiary issues --

JUDGE KI MPSON:  Yes, sir.

MR. LAY: -- since we tried a case 30 years ago agai nst
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each other and | thought it was going to go to
the U S. Suprene Court. And | was very inpressed
w th your know edge of the Rules of Evidence and
your know edge just in how to do your job around
a courtroom

JUDGE KI MPSON:  Yes, sir.

MR LAY: So | just wanted to be sure that was
expr essed.

JUDCGE KI MPSON:  Thank you.

MR LAY: That's all.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: And Judge, if | mght, before, as |
see the Senator from Richland reaching for his
m crophone, hunbly nmake a suggestion where
opportunities for inprovenent have been
identified. One way that | see folks nore
qui ckly arrive at success is through CLEs and
ot her deliberative education efforts. This is
not just a shanel ess plug for the CLE that
Senator fromRichland will be delivering at the
bar convention here in January on a view of the
Legi slature's activity, but there are CLEs
certainly that can help, though, | think the
Senator will do a fantastic job in that
presentation. O else it mght be the nost

boring half hour of in all of human history. [|'m
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probably the first half. Ckay, |'msorry, where
were we? Does anyone el se have questions for --
Representative Stavrinakis?

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  Judge, thank you so much
for your service and wel cone this norning.

JUDGE KI MPSON:  Thank you.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI'S:  |'m not sure and, you
know, up here -- | know in Charl eston, Judge
Young, when cases are likely headed to trial,
does a wonderful job of statusing the cases
during that process. He asks the lawers to
flush out potential issues, notions that m ght
and are likely to conme up at trial.

JUDGE KI MPSON:  Yes, sir.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKIS: | think that hel ps the
process of identifying issues prior to trial,
whi ch, as you nentioned, is often helpful to
trial judges to know. Many tinmes those issues
m ght even be heard and resolved before trial.
So again, | don't know the processes in your hone
circuit as well as | do back honme, but | would
just suggest that's a wonderful tool for judges
and for |awers --

JUDGE KI MPSON: | agree.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRINAKIS: -- to be prepared and to
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kind of clear the deck for the actual conduct of
atrial and allow themto proceed nore
efficiently and to have rulings, you know, be
able to -- a judge to be able to consider
necessary rulings nore efficiently and just
wasn't sure if y'all were doing that up here.
Probably are, but |'ve been inpressed with what
Judge Young does on so many issues but as chief
adm n down in Charleston, he really does a good
job. 1 do a lot of crimnal work down there.

JUDGE KI MPSON:  Yes, sir.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRINAKIS: And | imagine it's very
hel pful to the trial judges.

JUDGE KIMPSON: It is incredibly helpful to have
everything -- as nuch as you can beforehand to
get a heads up. Judge Young is always willing to
assist. The other thing, though, is, of course,
a Sharepoint drive and Judge Young has al ways
contributed to the Sharepoint drive so there are
sanpl es, cases that he's done in the past,
verdict sheets. |It's just been incredibly
hel pful with sharing his know edge w th ot her
judges. So thank you.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Senat or Wal ker.

SENATOR WALKER: Let ne begin, M. Chair, by saying
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that that sem nar that we have coming up in

January, you will be headlining. |'mjust the

opening act. But it's good to see you, Judge.
JUDGE KI MPSON:  Good nor ni ng.

SENATOR WALKER: What | would like to say to you, and

just for this body, is comend you on your
decades of public service and not to, | guess,
underscore your age, but your public service g
back to, what, the late "80s if |'m not m stak
JUDGE KIMPSON: That is about right, yes, sir.
SENATOR WALKER:  You were a JAG of ficer.
JUDGE KI MPSON:  Correct.

SENATOR WALKER: | didn't know that about you.
JUDGE KI MPSON:  Yes, sir.
SENATOR WALKER: |'ve known you for years. | didn'

know you had served as a JAG officer. You kno
staff attorney at DHEC. In fact, | think | fi
met you when you were a chief |egal counsel at
t he Departnent of Revenue.

JUDGE KI MPSON:  That is correct.

SENATOR WALKER: So your just decades of service, n
only as a settler, but it's certainly, you kno
nore than comendable. And | know nost people
are probably well famliar with your brother,

former Senator from Charl eston, --

oes

en.

t
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JUDGE KI MPSON:  Yes, sir.

SENATOR WALKER:  -- Marlin, but public service runs in
your famly.

JUDGE KI MPSON:  Yes, sir.

SENATOR WALKER: | think your dad started the
Community Rel ations Council, was one of the
founders of the Community Rel ations Council back
in the late '60s.

JUDCGE KI MPSON:  Yes, sir.

SENATOR WALKER: So a civil rights trailblazer. So
just what you're doing is just it's consonant
wth what your famly has done for the state of
South Carolina, dating back to, you know, the
1960s. | don't have any concerns about your, you
know, |egal acunen. No one can know everyt hi ng.
W' ve had many judges appointed to elected to the
bench rather, who didn't have experience in the
crimnal realm or some had experience doing
crimnal work, but not nuch experience in the
area of civil litigation.

JUDGE KI MPSON:  Yes, sir.

SENATOR WALKER: \While the onus is certainly on you to
expand your know edge, but | learned early on in
ny career that sonetinmes as | awers, you have to

take the judge to where you want himor her to
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go, neaning that you do the requisite research,
you provide the information to the judge, you
cite the correct case law. In an ideal world,
you know, judges would know -- will have the
answer to everything. But as litigants, you have
to, you know, give the judge the information that
he or she needs to nmake the correct decision. So
as long as there's a judge who actually

under stands the |aw, who can conprehend and

under stand conpl ex | egal principles, that nakes
me confortable, and you have that in spades. So
thank you for being willing to offer yourself up
for another six years.

JUDGE KI MPSON:  Thank you. Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Senat or Ranki n.

SENATOR RANKI N Judge, | want to commend you, though,
per haps not the given as nmuch or certain tines,
as little regard as we pay to the ballot box
surveys, these anonynous statenents made about
all the candi dates.

JUDGE KI MPSON:  Yes, sir.

SENATOR RANKI N:  Agai n, varying degrees of whether
peopl e agree that we should | ook at them or
ignore them One thing that just screans from

every comment about you, and one in particular,
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JUDGE KI MPSON:  Yes, sir.
SENATOR RANKIN:  In such perhaps a throw away

particularly with regard to crimnal experience,
IS your even handedness, your even tenperanent.
And forgive me, I"'mgoing to read this one best |
can or paraphrase, but soneone appeared before
you in general session in Berkeley County for a
plea. The witer wites that you connected with
the client who was pleading guilty in a way that
| do not know that |'ve ever seen before. You
were firm at the sanme tine, they could tell in
your voice and your denmeanor that you truly,
truly took an interest in the client and worked
to render a just sentence. He doesn't know you
or she outside of the few tinmes that you appear,
but you reflect the highest ideals of our
judiciary and you're a great asset to our state.
That cannot say nore to ne that a person would

take the tine to wite this in such detail.

opportunity. But the little things to ne, define
our inport and our inpact wth people. And so |
want to just tip my hat to you, as these others
have sai d, maybe you don't get it right. That's
why there's an appellate bench. Maybe you don't
get it right on the tine.
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JUDGE KI MPSON:  Yes, sir.

SENATOR RANKIN:  But you get it. And you do it in a
way that | just have to think Cifton Newran
woul d be proud of, as well as Tommy Cooper --

JUDGE KI MPSON:  Yes, sir.

SENATOR RANKIN:  -- who at 85, yesterday we saw and
happi |y extended his retired services. So for
those skills that you | earned at hone, from your
parents, fromyour community, beautifully done
and | commend you for your continued wllingness
to do it.

JUDGE KI MPSON:  Thank you, sir. Thank you, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al right, Judge Kinpson, thank you
very nmuch for your service to the state and the
many capacities in which you have served. And
t hank you for offering for continued service
here. This will conclude this portion of the
screening process. | do need to take this
opportunity to rem nd you that pursuant to the
conm ssion's evaluative criteria, the conm ssion
can still followthe letter as well as the spirit
of our ethics law, and we woul d vi ew any
viol ation or appearance of inpropriety as very
serious and deserving of heavy weight in our

screening deliberations. So on that note, as you
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know, the record will remain open until the
formal release of the qualifications report. |[f
there were an issue to arise, we can call you
back for further conversation. Do you understand
all of that, sir?

JUDGE KI MPSON:  Yes, sir. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Wonderful. Again, that wll
conclude this portion of the hearing. Thank you
for offering for service to the state of South
Car ol i na.

JUDGE KI MPSON:  Thank you all. Have a wonder ful
af t er noon.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Thank you. And we will proceed with
our next candi date once he or she is here in the
roomw th us.

(Of the record)

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Al right, |adies and gentlenen, we
W ll resunme with our screenings here this
norning. Before us, we have WI| Weeler, a
candi date for Seat 2 in the Third Grcuit of the
circuit court bench. Do | have all that right,
sir?

MR WHEELER: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al right. If you would pl ease

rai se your right hand.
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WHEREUPON:

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al right. If you woul d please
MR WHEELER: WIlliam W Weeler I11.

CHAl RVAN CASKEY: Wbnderful. There should be sone

MR WHEELER: (kay. | have.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Ckay. Are those the personal data

MR WHEELER: Yes, sir.
CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Any changes or updates need to be
MR. WHEELER. No, sir.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Do you have any objection to our

MR, WHEELER  No, sir.

W LLI AM WHEELER, being duly sworn and
cautioned to speak the truth, the whole truth and

nothing but the truth, testifies as follows:

state your full name for the record.

docunments there in front of you. |If you would

take a nonent and revi ew t hose.

questionnaire and the scoring statenent that

you' ve subm tted?

made?

i ncluding those in the record as a part of our

screeni ng process?

(EXH BIT NO. 3 MARKED FOR

| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPCSES (18 pages)
PDQ - WII Weeler)
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(EXH BIT NO. 4 MARKED FOR
| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPCSES (5 pages)
Sworn Statement - WII Weeler)

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All right. Let me give staff just a
monent to do that. The Judicial Merit Selection
Comm ssi on has thoroughly investigated your
qual i fications for the bench. Qur inquiry has
focused on the nine evaluative criteria and has
i ncluded a ball ot box survey, a thorough study of
your application naterials, a search of newspaper
-- newspaper articles in which name appears,
verification of your conpliance with state ethics
| aws, and checks for econom c conflicts of
interest. We received no affidavits filed in
opposition to your election, and no wtnesses are
present to testify. If you would like to nake a
brief opening statenent, we'd be happy to hear
fromyou. Oherw se, | would recognize counci
to begin with some questions.

MR. WHEELER:  Just appreciate the opportunity to be
here and glad to answer any questions. Thank you
all for serving and having me here this norning.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Thank you, sir. M. Crawford?

EXAM NATI ON
M5. CRAWFORD:
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Q
A

Q

Good norning, M. Weeler.

Good nor ni ng.

M5. CRAWFORD: M. Chairman, | note for the record
that based on the testinony contained in M.
VWheel er's PDQ, which has been included in the
record wth his consent, WII Weeler neets the
constitutional and statutory requirenents for
this position regarding age residents and years
of practice.

M. Wheel er, can you give the conm ssion a short

summary of your |egal and professional experience and

tell them how this experience renders you qualified,
and wi Il assist you to be an effective circuit court

j udge?

|'ve been actively practicing | aw since adm ssion to

the bar in 1999. | continuously practiced with

Jenni ngs and Jennings PA in Bishopville, South

Carolina since Decenber of 2000. It's a small general

practice, small town firm In that capacity, had a

pretty broad experience. Tried and worked on |ots of

different kinds of cases fromcrimnal cases to civil
cases. Had a lot of jury trials over those years, and
had | think a good professional experience. |'ve

| mrensely enjoyed practicing law. This is certainly

sonet hing | always hoped naybe one day to have the
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opportunity to do. O course, we all know there's no
control over when those opportunities will arise, but
| appreciate to have had the opportunity to do it now.
| always thought, hoped, and if you all find the sane
and the body finds the same, that ny personality and
skills may be well suited to doing this. And | hope
to offer service in that capacity. Thank you.

Thank you. Should you be el ected? How do you think
your service as a former menber of the Ceneral
Assembly will inpact your philosophies or your
practices in serving on the bench?

| think it's helpful. | don't think | would have ever
grasped the separation of powers and how sone of this
wor ks wi t hout having served in the General Assenbly
first. As a practicing lawer, you certainly

under stand those principles but until you work in a
day-to-day capacity, where you see vetoes, and you see
the interaction with the courts and how the courts
must rule on legislative actions. |It's a very

I nteresting perspective, and | appreciate the
opportunity to have been able to gain that

per spective.

Thank you, M. \Weeler. M. Weeler, the conm ssion
recei ved 377 ballot box surveys regarding you with 41

addi tional comments. Ballot box surveys, for exanple,
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contain the positive comrents: WII has the perfect
tenperance for a judge. He is respectful, calmand
hard working. Another comment said, M. \Weeler
possesses the w sdom and tenperanment to serve as a
circuit court judge. He is very know edgeable in the
| aw and woul d serve the state well. Finally, a third
comrent stated incredibly kind and intelligent. Wuld
be an asset to the judicial bench. There were no
patterns of concern raised in the ballot box surveys.
M. Wheeler, the SLED report and we went over this
contained -- that we received contained nunmerous
matters involving you. However, when we revi ewed
these, they all appear to be matters in which you are
acting counsel. |Is that correct?

Yes, ma'am They just, | guess, mxed up. | wasn't a
party to any action,

Ri ght.

-- but | represented folks in federal court in one
capacity or another.

And then there were several matters that are listed in
the SLED report that | believe they were class action
matters, but it's ny understanding that you are not
the WIliam Weeler involved in those cases, correct?
Unfortunately, not because | never received anything

fromthose matters. So no, na'am
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Q

M. Wheel er, how woul d you handle a potential conflict
of interest involving a petition -- involving
potential conflicts of interest with nenbers of your
famly or with you?

If it were clear, | would sinply recuse nyself. If it
was sonething | just felt | needed to make the parties
aware of some famly, business, friendship, whatever
the nature of the relationship my be. | would
certainly disclose it and |let them deci de whether they
felt confortable with me hearing the matter or not.
And | woul d abide by whatever. |f either party
objected, | would recuse nyself.

Yes, sir. | would note that the Pee Dee Ctizens
Commttee reported M. Wieeler is well qualified in
the evaluative criteria of ethical fitness,

prof essi onal and academc ability, character,
reputation, experience and judicial tenperanent, and
qualified in the evaluative criteria of constitutional
qual i fications, physical health and nental stability.
| just have a few housekeeping issues. JMSC
procedural Rule 17 includes a prohibition of any

candi date fromattendi ng or watching any portion of
the live streamor recordings of the |ive stream of
the public hearings of this cycle until after all the

hearings are concluded. Have you watched or |istened
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to any of these hearings before your appearance today?
No, ma' am

Has any ot her person relayed any information about

t hose proceedi ngs before this conm ssion?

No, ma' am

Ckay. Are you aware that as a judicial candidate,
you' re bound by the Code of Judicial Conduct is found
in Rule 501 of the South Carolina Appellate Court

rul es?

Yes, ma' am

Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
contacted any nember of this comm ssion about your
candi dacy?

No, ma'am

Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
sought or received the pledge of any |legislator either
prior to this day, or pending the outcome of your
screeni ng?

No, ma' am

Are you famliar with to Section 2-19-70, including
the limtations on contacting nenbers of the Genera
Assenmbl y regardi ng your screening?

Yes, nma'am

Have you asked any third parties to contact nembers of

the General Assembly on your behalf? O are you aware
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of anyone attenpting to do so?

No, ma' am

Have you reviewed and do you understand the

comm ssion's guidelines on pledging and South Carolina

Code Section 2-19-70(E)?

Yes.

M5. CRAWFORD: M. Chairman, | would note for the
record that any concerns raised during the
I nvestigation by staff regarding this candidate
were incorporated into the questioning of him
today and | have no further questions.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Thank you, nma'am Before noving on
to other comm ssion menbers, M. Weeler, I'd ask
you -- as | understand your practice has |argely
been in rural areas, and how that has shaped your
prof essi onal devel opnent and to the extent you
think it is a benefit, 1'd be interested to know
what benefit you think that perspective mght be
to the bench as a whole for our judiciary in
Sout h Carolina.

MR. WHEELER: |'m based in Lee County, Bishopville.
That's where our office is so we primarily
represented clients in Lee, Sunter, Darlington,
and Kershaw. That probably makes up the nost of

it. And | would consider all those conpared to
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CHAl RMAN CASKEY: | think so. Oher nenbers of the

Charleston or Geenville or Richland, relatively
smal l er communities. Mst of the bars that we
work w th, opposing counsel in cases would be
fromwell, Sunter, Colunbia, Florence. That was
probably the bulk of it. Kershaw. But the
benefit, what | enjoyed, what | thought nade ne
better was know ng that that was never the | ast
time | was going to see that opposing counsel.

VW were going to get another case together in six
nonths or two years or what have you. And it
taught us early not to burn bridges. And | think
requi red sonme additional civility which

appreci ated having those rel ati onshi ps and

know ng, you know, we're going to see each other
again. And the facts may be different. So just
remenber that. And just the ability to work

t oget her repeatedly on sone tough cases, even in

difficult cases to know and have sone | evel of

respect for opposing counsel | thought was
beneficial. And | think being able to foster
those kinds of relationships, |I'd like to be able

to bring that where | could bring that w thout
interfering. |f that answers your question, |

don't know.
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conm ssion have questions? M. Stegrmaier? O
Judge Strickland, excuse ne.

JUDGE STRI CKLAND: Pl ease forgive me. |'mnot a
menber of the House or haven't been a nmenber of
the Legislature, but when did you | eave the
House?

MR. WHEELER: Last Decenber.

JUDCGE STRI CKLAND: Last Decenber. So how | ong have
you been --

MR VWHEELER: Excuse ne | ast January.

JUDGE STRI CKLAND: Last January? January of 2025?

MR. VWHEELER  January 2025.

JUDGE STRI CKLAND: Ckay. So how | ong have you been
out of the legislature?

MR VWHEELER: It wll be a year on January the 10th.
No, 17th. | can't renenber what day | resigned,
but the 15th or so January of this year. But it
wll be nore than a year prior to the election in
this matter.

JUDGE STRI CKLAND: Thank you.

MR. WHEELER: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: M. Stegnmaier.

MR STEGVAIER. M. \Wheel er, good norning.

MR VWHEELER: Good nor ni ng.

MR. STEGVWAI ER:  Just picking up on Chai rman Caskey's

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com



© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N N N N NN P P P P P PP PR
o A W N P O © 0 N O 0o M W N P+, O

TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
Page 42

refl ections about your service in Lee County.

One thing I'mincredibly proud about know ng you
-- you know, we've been knowi ng each other a | ong
time is you're a unicorn in as nuch as you think
about all the folks we went to | aw school wth
who stayed in Colunbia or went to Geenville or
went to Charleston, but you chose to go hone, and
of course had your legislative service there.
|'minterested to know, especially on the general
sessions side, you live in a challenging county,
to the extent where you don't have a | ot of
menbers of the bar but you still have a fair
amount of volunme especially of general sessions.
Wien we think about access to justice, making
sure that the systemruns as snooth as it
possibly can in the third circuit, do you have
any sort of ideas that you' ve gl eaned? Just
based fromyour practice, | know that you've done
a lot of work in the general sessions court as
wel |l as fromyour legislative service. Do you
have any ideas about inprovenent? About how to

make things that nuch nore snmooth in your

circuit?
MR VWHEELER: | think things -- in Lee County, in
particularly, |I'mhappy to note, | think our
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backl og situation and that kind of thing is --
and everything' s relative, of course, but is
relatively well maintained at this point in our
particular county. |I'mnot famliar with all the

ot her counties in the circuit, but Lee is. And |
grew up in the old -- when | started practicing
law, there was no circuit public defender system
So the | ocal bar did the public defender work.

So | think there were six nenbers of the bar when
| started. So if the next public defender case
was j aywal ki ng, and you got it, great. |If it was
murder, and you got it, great. You took whatever
you got. That was inval uabl e experience. Yeah,

| am so thankful to have had it. | do think the
new system and | could not tell you, | want to
say it was |ike 2007 or so that third circuit
public defender systemwas inplenented. | do
think made for a better system because it is nore
uniform it's easier to track, it's easier to
control, and it's nore akin to the solicitors are
set up the sanme as public defenders. It probably
was an i nprovenent, although | certainly enjoyed
having the ability. | wouldn't have been able to
do those cases if | hadn't been there at that

time. But to get back to answer your question, |
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CHAI RMAN CASKEY:  Senat or Canpsen.
SENATOR CAMPSEN: Early on in your introductory

MR. WHEELER: The textbook knowl edge of it is no

t hi nk pronoting comuni cati on between opposi ng
sides in that -- in the general sessions realmis
just inportant as it is in the civil realm You
have to be able to comunicate and say all right,
this is up for trial, and let's have a docket and
let's run it. And that requires communication

bet ween the parti es.

remar ks, you nentioned the inpact that your
observation of participating in the legislative
process and the Separation of Powers doctrine
kind of seeing it close up and personal. Can you
el ucidate on that? Wat you learned while in the

| egi slature in that regard?

different. | understood what it -- on paper how
separation of powers rates, but until you're, you
know, sitting in the chanber and you do see veto
nmessages cone back fromthe executive branch and
how t hey nust be reacted to and how t hose
branches interplay together. That is a
perspective that was unique to be able to see how
t hat works together, how the judiciary works.

Response to the Legislature. W had several
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CHAI RVAN CASKEY: M. Lanbert.
MR LAMBERT: M. \Weeler, |'ve had the pleasure of

MR. WHEELER: It's hard to describe the inpact both ny

cases come up, nore than | can nention, and |
don't want to point to any one, but as recently
as last week | think where the judiciary weighs
in on legislative action. And the -- there's a
great deal of respect -- |'ve observed a great
deal of respect fromthe judiciary, in how they
view | egi slative enactnents. Wether you agree
with the aw or disagree with the law, it's the
| egi sl ative prerogative to make that law. And
having sat in that chanber, it really helps to
get a better feel for what that neans. |f that

answers the question.

know ng your |aw partners, particularly Jake, for
decades. They're fine lawers. |'d be curious
how you woul d express how t hey' ve hel ped shape
you as a |lawyer and prepare you for what you're
asking us to do and qualify you to serve on the

bench and the judge fromthe Third Grcuit.

ol der partners had on ne without -- | don't know
what |'d be without them | value them so nuch.
| grewup -- if | can put it that way. You're

reared as a child by your parents. You're reared
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CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Ms. Craig.
M5. CRAIG M. Weeler, | appreciate your conments

by as a | awer, to sonme extent by the people you
work with. And | was very blessed to work with
very -- | said at sone point before, we were
trained |like bird dogs, which neans, you know,
sonetinmes you're petted, sonetinmes you're Kkicked,
but you know where you stand. But it was
extremely valuable training. | nean, | think the
world -- | nean, | mss themdearly. |In fact,
the process in the fall of |ast year deciding
whet her | mght take this route was difficult to
make a decision. Over the last period, I'mthe
|l ast one in the office at this point. And it is
really quiet and really lonely. And | think
made the right choice. It's hard to -- we've got
a lot of wonderful nenories. But to be the only
one there with all those years with being with
them | think maybe everything happens for a
reason. But there's so many things. M. Robert
and M. Jacobs, just words of wisdom | won't
take too nmuch tine going through them but plenty
of them Plenty of them Thank you.

about civility. As a trial |lawer, you certainly

understand the inportance of getting along with

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com



TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
Page 47

opposi ng counsel and that we all have to |live and
work together. |'ve enjoyed reading the comments
in the ballot boxes about you and it's obvious
that you practice what you preach. It's
adm r abl e.

MR. WHEELER: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Senat or Ranki n.

SENATOR RANKIN: | want to pick up on your letters of
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ref erence and who better to know how you act and
practice what you preach than those who you comne
into contact with at the courthouse. The clerk
of court cannot be a better indication about who
you are. They don't have to wite these letters.
W request letters of reference. W' ve read

t hese before. You can read between the |lines
this is a obligatory. Yours is not. And so
again, | had to be remnded by ny seatmate here.
| think I know him | agree with everything

we' ve heard thus far in terns of what people are
sayi ng about you, and the tenperanent that you
w il have, the civility that you will have that
I's so needed and refreshing. And I will say of
this group, at least this person in this seat,
rewarded. And so | cannot inagi ne when you cone

back that it wll be anything but the sane

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com




© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N N N N NN P P P P P PP PR
o A W N P O © 0 N O 0o M W N P+, O

TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
Page 48

MR. VWHEELER: Thank you, Senator. Thank you, Senator.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: M. \Wheeler, | have come to know you

accol ades that fol ks who are recommendi ng you for
the position will say about you now having

fulfilled that term So thank you

over several years, | have personally no doubt
about your qualification. | think you can

di stingui sh yourself in ways that others have
referenced and is replete in the ballot box
record that you don't get to see all of but I
assure you there are dozens of superlative
coments about it. But | do, though, feel a
certain responsibility, given your status as a
previous legislator, to put the question to you
because your ability to respond to the question
going forward will be I[imted to non existent
fromthe perspective of a public perception. The
public will have concerns about any | egislator
who offers in for service in the judiciary. And
while |I may not reach the sanme conclusions as the
menbers of -- sonme nenbers of the public, | think
that the question is worth asking to you so that
you can say to those fol ks, what can you offer to
allay concerns that your previous political

activities wll not be infused into your judicial
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activities should the comm ssion deem you
qualified in the General Assenbly elect you to
this position? How can the public have
confidence that while you nmay have engaged in
political activity and partisan political
activity at tinmes, that if you were to put on the
bl ack robe, they can have faith that you will be

an unbi ased and inpartial Mnister of Justice?

MR VWHEELER: That's a very fair question. And we

al ways know there's likely to be sone question
when soneone has been a legislator. It's not a
new thing. |It's happened for years before. But
to be -- before | was a legislator, | was a

|l awyer. | believe in the rule of |aw above al

el se, whether | like the way of statutes witten
or don't like it, or whatever the policy position
behind it may have been, once it's passed, once
It's enacted, once it's law, wearing that robe,
your job is to uphold, enforce and apply that
law. That is sonmething | believe since | was 18
or 19, before | went to |l aw school, but
certainly, as long as |'ve been practicing |aw.
And to make that distinction, | would say the

| ast year has equi pped nme to better answer that

question. You know, | left in -- and again, |
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want to say like January the 17th, it was the
first week of session, | definitely renenber
that. And knowi ng that -- what you just asked in
t hat question, knowi ng that was sonething that
woul d cone up |ater, because it was no secret why
| left. The opportunity was going to present
itself, and it was either catch the boat or the
boat's leaving and it can't be both ways. |'ve
really have made an effort, sonetines | feel bad
about it but I know lots of you all, and have

| ots of other friends that |I've not called for a
year and won't be. Locally, there have been
matters that cane up that people nay have cone
and asked for ny thoughts on and I've said, |
don't do that anynore. |'mnot part of that
anynore. A line has to be drawn in the sand. |
did that. | loved that when | did it but that's
not what |'m doing anynore. And |'ve already

I npl enented that. Sone of you that are in the
sane field probably | ook forward to the day when
you can say that as well. So it's not all bad.
Don't feel bad for nme. But it has to be a firm
line. I'mnot a policy wonk anynore. But |I'm
past -- |I'mpast that. |s that a fair answer,

M. Caskey, or a full answer?
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CHAI RMAN CASKEY: | think that's question fair --
think it's fair answer. | think that's a
question for really you to answer. | just want
to present the opportunity to you. | nust

confess to sonme future fantasy world in which |
can honestly say | have nothing to do wth your
roads so | can understand the satisfaction that
must arise when | eaving behind politics.

MR. VWHEELER: People would ask. | say | don't know, |
don't watch, | don't have opi nions about that.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: M. Stavrinakis.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  Thank you, M. Chairman.
M. Weel er, welcone and thank you for offering
yourself. | nore want to follow up on the
question you asked. | nean, | think we've got
what 30 sonet hing candi dates that we're going
through this process with. | think of those, two
former legislators. This issue gets bandied
about a lot. It's probably nore is nmade of it
t han you know, probably -- ny opinion than
probably should be in nost cases. But | wll
tell you that because it's out there, | think
about it as well, just like obviously you have in
posing the question. And | wll tell you what |

| ook for, and what matters to ne, having served
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with the two that are part of this process, who
were forner |egislators, you know, how you
separate that, how you how we can be confortable
that they will separate that is integrity. And I
bel i eve that forner Speaker Lucas is a nman of
integrity. And that's why | was confortabl e that
he would, if elected, wear the robe

I ndependently, and exercise discretion and

j udgnent appropriately. And having served with
M. \Wheeler, | whol eheartedly -- ny experience
with himis he's a man of integrity, and the sane
thing. And that's inportant to nme in trying to
eval uate what, again, | think is sonething that's
I nportant, you know, that we are aware of and
flush out because we're not even -- you know,
those of us on this panel that are |egislators
are not going to be legislators forever. W want
now and especially in the future, a judiciary
that's i ndependent and that will act accordingly.
And so it's inportant to ne. And that's how j ust
for the public, M. Weeler, whoever, our
col | eagues here, that's how I, you know,
primarily -- | nmean, you know, obviously, you got
to evaluate all of the candidates on their

intellect, qualifications. And, you know, that's
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MR. WHEELER: Thank you so nuch.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Thank you, Representative

I mportant to ne. So just | just wanted to throw
ny two cents in there. | think in |ooking at
that, you know, how will you feel confortable,
integrity matters, boy, so nuch because that's a
pressure. And I'msure, you know, whether a
judge really feels it or not, depends on partly
on that, that characteristic. So just ny two
cents. M. Wieeler, | also say to you that, you
know, we sit in the House, we sat in a big
chanber, there's a lot of people, it's a crazy
at nosphere at tinmes. And you were al ways

prof essional, and dignified, and courteous, and
prepared, and, you know, intellectual, but also
passionate. And if you bring those sane
qualities that you brought, you know, and I'm
sure you did the sanme thing as a | awer, outside
of being a judge, | think that you'll -- you'll
do a great job as a judge and appreciate you

of fering yourself for service.

Stavrinakis. | agree with what you've said. |
think I have tried to ask the hard questions to
every candi date and for that purpose, because

they don't get to see -- the public doesn't get
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to see all that. They don't get to see the
comments here. |'Il share sone of themwth you
that | think are telling. Not sure |'ve ever
known a |awer with a nore even tenperanent than
WIlIl Weeler. Fair and just, cares deeply about
people. Reputation and character inpeccable,
brilliant, incredibly respected. And again,
dozens of comments, exceptional tenperanent,
reasonable, intelligent, tireless work ethic.

And | say those to you primarily so that you take
with you knowl edge that you have earned a stellar
reputation as a lawer. | presune these people
are not saying this because of your political
activities. They are all couched in terns of
reflection on your |egal career. And again, as
|"ve said to others, people on the internet don't
have to say nice things about you. They can say
mean, unbridledly, caustic things and they chose
to say good things about you because of the work
you' ve done. And | hope you take that with you.
Because as Representative Stavrinakis all uded,
there are, as you well know, the naysayers who
don't burden thenselves with information and
know edge about individuals, nmuch less the state

and its history of recogni zi ng and enpoweri ng
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people to serve in different capacities. And so
| thank you for doing that. | appreciate your
commtnment to public service. And with that,
this wll conclude this portion of the screening
process. | do need to take a nonent, though, to
rem nd you that pursuant to the conm ssion's
eval uative criteria, the conm ssion expects a
chance to follow the letter as well as the spirit
of our ethics laws, and that we woul d vi ew any
viol ation or appearance of inpropriety as very
serious and potentially deserving of heavy wei ght
In our screening deliberations. And on that
note, as you know, the record will remain open
until the formal release of the qualifications
report and should the need arise, we can call you
back in to have a further discussion if that was
so warranted. You understand that?

MR. WHEELER: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All right. Again, that wl
conclude this portion of the screening process.
Thank you for your service to the state. And
t hank you for offering for judicial service as
wel | .

MR. WHEELER: Thank you all. Have a great day.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Thank you, sir. Everybody good to
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move to the next candidate? Al right, we wll
stand at ease for just a nonent as the next
candi date cones in.

(Of the Record)

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Ladi es and gentlenen, we will
proceed now to our next screening. Before us we
have Judge DeBerry, who is a candidate for
reelection to Seat 3 in the 12th Judicial Grcuit
Grcuit Court. Do | have all that right, Judge?

JUDGE DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: All right. If you would please
rai se your right hand.

VHEREUPON
HARRY STEVEN DEBERRY, being duly sworn and
cautioned to speak the truth, the whole truth and
nothing but the truth, testifies as follows:

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All right. If you woul d please
state your full name for the record.

JUDGE DEBERRY: Harry Steven DeBerry the Fourth.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: There shoul d be sone docunents in
front of you. If you would take a monment to | ook
at those.

JUDGE DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Are those the personal data

questionnaire and sworn statenent that you have
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submtted to the conm ssion?
JUDGE DEBERRY: Yes, sir. Appear to be.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Are there any changes or updates
need to be nade?
JUDGE DEBERRY: No, sir.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Do you have any objection to our
i ncluding those in the record?
JUDGE DEBERRY: No, sir.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al right. Let nme give staff just a
mnute to do that.
JUDGE DEBERRY: Al right.
(EXH BIT NO. 5 MARKED FOR
| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPCSES (1 pages)
PDQ
(EXH BIT NO 6 MARKED FOR
| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPOSES (2 pages)
Amendnent )
(EXH BIT NO. 7 MARKED FOR
| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPCSES (7 pages)
Sworn St at enent)
(EXH BIT NO. 8 MARKED FOR
| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPCSES (1 pages)
Anmendnent )
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al right. The Judicial Merit

Sel ection Comm ssion has thoroughly investigated
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BY M5. W LKI NSON

Q
A

Q

A

your qualifications for the bench. Qur inquiry
Is focused on the nine evaluative criteria and
has included a ballot box survey, a thorough
study of your application materials, a
verification of your conpliance with state ethics
| aws, search of newspaper articles in which your
name appears, study of previous screenings, and a
check for economc conflicts of interest. W've
received no affidavits filed in opposition to
your election. No witnesses are present to
testify. And if you would like to nmake a bri ef
opening statenment, |'d be happy to recogni ze you
or go straight to staff counsel for sone
questi ons.

JUDGE DEBERRY: Thank you. |'Il waive that
opportunity.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Al right, M. WIkinson.

EXAM NATI ON

Good norning, Judge DeBerry.

Good nor ni ng.

After serving four years on circuit court bench, why
do you want to continue to serve as a circuit court
j udge?

| just really want to continue what |'ve been able to
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start and certainly had a tougher transition than
anticipated. But since getting some time under ny belt
and on the bench, | certainly feel like I'mwell
suited for the position, able to hel p people and just
be as fair and avail able and accessi bl e as possible.
What do you think your reputation is anong attorneys
who practice before you?

Well, | certainly hope it's very good. | don't have
any reason to believe it's not. But certainly,
sometinmes, as we all do, | worry sonmetines. But, you
know, | was encouraged sonewhat by mny ballot box
responses and | earned very early on in this process of
being on the bench that you can't really expect an
honest answer when you ask people how you're doing
because they always tell you the exact same thing. So
| just quit -- | just quit asking and hope for the
best.

Judge DeBerry, the conm ssion received 40 bal | ot box
surveys regarding you with 34 additional coments.

The bal l ot box survey, for exanple, contain the
follow ng positive comments. Judge DeBerry is one of
the finest judges that I know he has a superb
understanding of the |aw and yet he al so has the
ability to convey rulings in a way that makes sense

even to non lawyers in the courtroom He is an asset
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to the circuit court bench in this state. | have
personal |y witnessed Judge DeBerry deal with difficult
pro se parties and difficult situations |awers have
created with thoughtful ness and care. He has handl ed
some very unusual and tricky situations with patience
and care and nade the right call every time heis a
credit to the bench. M first trial as an attorney in
Horry County was in front of Judge DeBerry. | found
his demeanor fromthe bench to be exactly what an
advocate and party would want fromtheir sitting
judge. One that does not exhibit bias, gives fair
opportunity to both sides when arguing on an issue,
and delivering his ruling with courtesy and conpassi on
for both sides. Six of the witten comments expressed
concerns. Four of those coments indicated a pattern
of concern regarding your ability to handl e conpl ex
civil cases. How would you respond to that concern?
Vell, | certainly understand that concern and
appreciate that concern. And as a solo practitioner,
you know, it was hard to dedicate all of your time to
one maybe conplex case. And fromtime to time when we
encounter themon the bench, certainly I'mgoing to do
everything | can to make sure | get better in that
area. Certainly, | feel like it's nmore of a

preparation thing than a capability issue. Certainly,
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some of these cases could have been litigated, by the

time they get to trial or otherwise, for years and

years, and there may have been nultiple judges that

I ssue rulings, cases could go up and back on appeal .

So | just think it's learning how to focus and prepare

for the case at hand and do the best we can in the

time that we have.

M5. WLKINSON: Regarding the Citizens Conmttee
report, | would note that the Pee Dee Citizens
Commttee found Judge DeBerry to be well
qualified in the areas of ethical fitness,
prof essional and academc ability, character,
reputation, experience and judicial tenperanent,
and qualified in the areas of constitutional
qual i fications, physical health and nental
stability. The Gtizens Commttee did not have
any additional commrents.

Judge DeBerry, | do have a few housekeeping issues.

JMSC procedural Rule 17 includes a prohibition of any

candi date fromattendi ng or watching any portion of

the live streamor recordings of the public hearings
of this cycle until all hearings are concluded. Have
you watched or listened to any of these hearings

bef ore your appearance today?

No, ma' am
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Has any ot her person relayed any information about any
of the proceedings before this comm ssion to you?

No, ma' am

Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
contacted any nenbers of the comm ssion about your
candi dacy?

No, ma' am

Are you famliar with section 2-19-70, including the
limtations on contacting members of the Genera
Assembl y regardi ng your screening?

Yes, ma'am

Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
sought or received the pledge of any |egislator either
prior to this date or pending the outcome of your
screeni ng?

No, ma' am

Have you asked any third parties to contact menbers of
the General Assenbly on your behalf? O are you aware
of anyone attenpting to intervene in this process on
your behal f?

No, ma' am

Have you reviewed and do you understand the

comm ssion's guidelines on pledging and South Carolina
code 2-19-70(E)?

Yes, ma' am
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M5. WLKINSON. | would note for the record that any
concerns raised during the investigation
regardi ng Judge DeBerry were incorporated into
t he questioning of himtoday. M. Chairman, |
have no further questions.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Thank you, ma'am Representative
Jor dan.

REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: Thank you, M. Chairman. Good
nmor ni ng, Judge.

JUDGE DEBERRY: Good norni ng.

REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN. |I'mtrying to renenber. |
t hi nk you practiced |law for about 15 years before
you took the bench. Does that sound about right?

JUDCGE DEBERRY: Yes. That's about right.

REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: So | have a theory and |'ve
asked candi dates over the years this question.
So one of the things that | ook at that | think
you can -- and this being fromthe sane area, |I'm
In the courthouse a lot. But one of the things
that | ook at is how the people in the courtroom
tal k about you, the judge, before you cone in the
courtroomand after you | eave the courtroom In
your experience as a |lawer who | think tried a
| ot of cases, correct?

JUDGE DEBERRY: Yes, sir.
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REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN. |Is that a fair sort of
measur enent of perhaps character acunen of sone

sort of a judge?

JUDGE DEBERRY: Certainly is. | wsh | could be there

sonetinmes, but | haven't figured that out. But
remenber those days and certainly the
anticipation leading up to the judge taking the
bench and which judge it was and what was goi ng
on. That's certainly a good indication anongst
t he bar.

REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: | nean, we -- |'msure you've
seen |ike | have sone judges, perhaps that
everybody's running for the exits, you know,
| ooki ng -- ducking for cover kind of thing. |
guess would it surprise you to know that you're
regarded extraordinarily high anmongst not j ust
the | awers, but you know, one of the other
things | ook to the folks that work in the
courtroom the security folks, the clerk fol ks

speak highly of you. Wuld that surprise you?

JUDGE DEBERRY: Well, | don't know how to answer that.

But | hope to -- | nmean, | try to -- | try to do
everything | can to nake everybody feel
confortable and wel cone and be what we need to
do.
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REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: And then | don't want to sort

JUDGE DEBERRY: No. | nean, the only thing | ceased

REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: Well, | suppose there's pros

of let you off the hook. | do want to address
the -- being fromFlorence, |'mnot sure what a
conplex civil case is. Yeah, every case. As |
remenber, did you have a specialty or were you a

general practice?

doing very early on in nmy practice was famly

| aw. But other than that, | kept going in pretty
wel |l every direction. | nean, that's what | was
trying to say earlier. You know, | never -- |I'm
not sure if it would have been fortunate or not
but the nore conplex cases | had, certainly I
woul d associate with other |awers who m ght
specialize in whatever field that m ght have
been. So that's kind of the way | had to run ny
practice. Because if you dedicate everything in
one -- in one area, then where | was and what |
was doi ng, then you' d have probl ens sonewhere

el se.

and cons to everything. But | was thinking about
wth the prior candidate, M. Weeler, who cones
fromkind of rural South Carolina. One of the

benefits is when you're a general practice, you
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get to see a trenendous anount of different

things that again, if you're a specialist in that

field, you' re perhaps an expert in that field,

and | take nothing fromthose fol ks. But as

general practice, you' re going to touch and see

and live through your cases, a very broad array

of types of law and circunstances. Has that
your experience? Has that benefitted you, |
guess, woul d be ny question.

JUDGE DEBERRY: Certainly I think it's benefitted.

Being able to truly sit on the bench and not

and not -- | can't think of anything that |'ve

encountered that |'ve never -- never heard of or

been a part of in sone in some way. So | thi
so.

REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: Thank you, Judge.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Senat or Ranki n.

SENATOR RANKI N:  Judge, how you doi ng?

JUDGE DEBERRY: (Good nor ni ng.

SENATOR RANKI N:  How you doi ng?

JUDGE DEBERRY: (Good. Thank you.

SENATOR RANKIN:  What is the question that you get? O

rather, the answer to that question that you
know, they don't nean what they're saying?
JUDGE DEBERRY: Well, it's just always positive.

a

been

nk

You
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SENATOR RANKIN:  Those are your -- those are your true

JUDGE DEBERRY: | under st and.
SENATOR RANKIN: | want to touch on the conplicated or

know, you're doing a great job. You know,
couldn't -- couldn't be happier. And sonebody
told ne one tine, if you' re a judge, and you
really want to see who you're around, tell a joke
that's not funny. And then the only ones that
don't |augh, maybe you can have sone confidence

in.

j udges, right?

complex litigation issue that was raised. And
again, we don't want to overstate the outliers
here. But | was involved in a case that, w thout
a doubt was conpl ex, because it involved high
power ed defense | awers, other than John T. Lay.
Many, many people touching a case. And a matter
that you discerned, and ruled in a way that |
think, not to the surprise of anyone the correct
way, but nore inportantly, to an issue that no
one had really even tal ked about that was truly
an underlying part of the case. And so that not
just ny experience, but watching soneone and
readi ng rather, either this person's got a crush

on you, or sone unhealthy desire to follow you,
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but they wite that they' ve read transcripts of
sonme of your nore difficult trials, as you've
navi gated between the fire fromboth sides and

I ssued rulings that are both conprehensive and
fair. To the point, perhaps of nmy seatnmate here,
the delivery of your rulings often brings the
tone of aninosity down, so that the trial can
continue without issue. That is a gift and a

style. And is that by design or is that just who

you are?
JUDGE DEBERRY: Well, | appreciate the question. |
can tell you that when people -- when you can

feel people's blood pressure go up, it nakes ne
nervous. So | try to defuse situations every
chance | can. | can renenber early on, it was a
crimnal termin Horry County, and a bunch of

| awyers that were about to try a case, they came
to chanmbers, and they were all standing up and
they were all -- you could tell tensions were
high. And | said well, first thing we're al
going to have to do is sit dow. And we're going
to just have to have anot her conversation before
we tal k about this. | really thought that

hel ped defuse the situation. But | certainly try

to do that. | like everybody to feel
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confortable. And sonetimes |'m successf ul
sonetimes |'mnot.

SENATOR RANKIN:  As you have conpleted this term anong
surprises, good and bad, and suggestions to us
about this process and how we can nmake the bench
better.

JUDGE DEBERRY: You know, | nean, it certainly is the
process and | have nuch confidence init. |
think the people who really understand the way
the state elects its judges and the product of
j udges that we have, notw thstandi ng nyself, but
some of ny -- the people that | respect the
absolute nost in the state are fellow judges, who
' ve known and practiced before for a long tine,
and now are a col |l eague on the bench, certainly
gives nme confidence in the system | w sh that
we could just focus on what we do. But, you
know, we have to hear and see everything as well.
But we do the best we can. And just believe
there's confidence in the system

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Senator from Ri chl and.

SENATOR WALKER:  Just very briefly, M. Chair. Good
to see you, Judge.

JUDGE DEBERRY: Good norni ng.

SENATOR WALKER: | had the privilege of appearing
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before you, | think just over a year ago, and you
didn't know who I was froma can of paint. |
think at that tinme, | hadn't been elected to the
Senate. | was still serving in |ocal governnent
here in R chland County. And, you know, as to |
guess, the criticismor critique about conpl ex

| egal issues, or at |least the manner in which you
grapple with them | had a conplex |egal issue
before you as well. Perhaps not as conpl ex as
Senator Rankin's, but it was a wongful death
case and it was a mnor settlenent hearing. And
there were sone issues and frankly, | thought you
were -- you handled it very -- in an excellent
manner. And | didn't cone away fromthat
experience with any m sgivings about you or any
reservations about your ability as a judge.
Second thing | would say is no one can be
conversant in everything, right? 1In a perfect
worl d, you would -- we would nom nate judges who
have experience in contractual |aw, crimnal

def ense, crimnal prosecution, maybe soneone
who' s handl ed wongful death cases. And perhaps
there is, | guess, the prototypical candi date,
right, that's out there. But nost fol ks, you

know, that, you know, cone before this body, you
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know, they have experience practicing |aw, but
again, they're not conversant in every area. For
me it's maki ng sure that you have candi dates who
are smart, who are ninble, and who understand the
law. And I'll say this again, | think the onus
Is on | awers, you know, to nmake an argunent, you
know, before the judge, provide the pertinent
case law, reference to pertinent rules of

evi dence and procedure, and try to take the judge
-- lead the judge rather to where you want hi m or
her to go. As long as you have judges -- or

candi dates who have, you know, an understandi ng
of the |aw and, and they're able to conprehend,
then for ne that's nore than enough sol ace. Just
based on ny experience with you, you have that in
spades. So thank you for being willing to do

t hi s again.

JUDCGE DEBERRY: Thank you.
CHAIl RMVAN CASKEY: Al right, Judge, | think that wll

bring us to the conclusion of this portion of the
screening process. Certainly great to see you.

| do need to take a nonment, though, to rem nd you
that pursuant to the comm ssion's eval uative
criteria, the conmm ssion expects candidates to

follow the spirit as well as the letter of the
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ethics |aws and that we woul d view any viol ation
or appearance of inpropriety as very serious and
potentially deserving of heavy weight in our
screeni ng deliberations. Further, the record
Wil remain open until the formal release of the
report of qualifications. And should there be
cause we woul d have the ability to call you back
for further dialogue if that were necessary. You
under stand that?

JUDGE DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al right. Again, thank you for
your service to the state. Thank you for
offering for continued service and wi sh you wel |
for the for the rest of your day.

JUDGE DEBERRY: All right. Thank you all.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Thank you, Judge. W have we have
two nore candi dates on the norning portion of our
agenda. Seeing no flags or signals for SCS,
we' Il proceed with the next candi date.

(OFf the record)

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Good nmorning. we wll continue now
W th our screening process. Before us we have
Melissa Inzerillo. She's screening for Seat 2 of
the 16th Judicial Grcuit and the Crcuit Court.
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Do | have all that right?

MS. | NZERILLO.  Yes sir, you do.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: All right, if you would please raise
your right hand.

VHEREUPON:

MELI SSA ANN | NZERI LLO, bei ng duly sworn and
cautioned to speak the truth, the whole truth and
nothing but the truth, testifies as follows:

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All right, if you would please state
your full name for the record.

M5. INZERILLO Melissa Ann Inzerillo.

CHAl RVAN CASKEY: Ms. Inzerillo, there should be sone
documents in front of you. |If you would please,
take a nmonent to review those. Those are the
personal data questionnaire and the sworn
statenent that you' ve submtted to the
conmi ssion, correct?

MS. I NZERI LLG Yes, sir.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Are there any changes or updates
that need to be made to those?

MS. | NZERILLO. No, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Do you have any objection to our
i ncluding those in the record?

MS. | NZERILLO. No, sir.

(EXH BIT NO. 9 MARKED FOR
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CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al right. Let ne give staff a

| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPCSES (1 pages)
PDQ

(EXHIBIT NO. 10 MARKED FOR

| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPCSES (1 pages)

Sworn Statenent)

nmoment to mark those for inclusion in the record.
Al right, the Judicial Merit Selection

Conmi ssi on has thoroughly investigated your
qualifications for the bench. Qur inquiry has
focused on the nine evaluative criteria and has

I ncluded a ball ot box survey, a thorough study of
your application materials, a review of newspaper
articles in which your name appears, verification
of your conpliance with state ethics |aws, a
study of previous screenings, and a check for
econom c conflicts of interest. W' ve received
no affidavits filed in opposition to your

el ection and no witnesses are present to testify.
Before giving you an opportunity to nake a brief
statenent, should you wsh to do so, | noticed
that two smling faces have fol |l owed you here
into the roomand wanted to give you an
opportunity to introduce themto the conm ssion

or us to them however one does i ntroductions.
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| f you so choose or if you want to ignore this
awkwar d nonent, we can do that and nove on with
guesti ons.

MS5. INZERILLO | will introduce themif that's al
right, M. Chairman.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Yes ma' am pl ease.

M5. INZERILLO. Here with nme today is ny nother, Susan
| nzerillo, as well as ny friend and col | eague,
Barton O Kel ly.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Wl come, glad to have you here.
Thank you very much. As | said, M. Inzerillo,
|'d be happy to hear a brief opening statenent if
you' d |ike to nake one. Oherw se, | would
recogni ze staff counsel to begin questions.

M5. INZERILLO | would just like to take a nonent to
t hank everyone for taking the time to speak with
me today, but |I'mready for questions.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Wonderful. M. Crater?

M5. CRATER | wll note for the record that based on
the testinony contained in the candidate's PDQ
whi ch has been included in the record with the
candi date's consent, Ms. Inzerillo neets the
constitutional and statutory requirenents for
this position regardi ng age, residence, and years

of practice.
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BY MS. CRATER
Q

EXAM NATI ON

Ms. Inzerillo, how do you feel your |egal and

prof essi onal experience thus far renders you qualified
and wi Il assist you to be an effective circuit court

j udge?

| feel ny legal and professional experience wll
assist ne in tw ways. The first is | ama long-tine
trial practitioner. | have been in courtroons not
only in York and Union counties, but also in
Orangeburg and Charleston counties. | have tried
cases, | have resolved cases, negotiated cases, and
I"mvery, very confortable in a courtroom |
understand the rules and procedures that any case in a
courtroomwoul d entail. In all my years as a trial
practitioner, | have also watched judges and | earned
fromjudges how they manage their courtroom how they
interact wth staff, how they manage the day-to-day
operations such as ensuring jurors are confortable,
ensuring that jurors are assisted in a timely manner.
| have al so watched them hel p attorneys, for exanple,
that need to get to other courts or other counties
have their cases resolved in their courtroons. So
|'ve spent nmany years |earning not only the nuts and

bolts of being a trial attorney, but also |earning
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fromjudges. Additionally, since 2020, |'ve been the
admnistrative deputy for the 16th Crcuit Public
Defender's Office. In this role, | have basically
taken care of the day-to-day operations of nmy office.
That can include personnel management, schedul i ng,
docketing, and various adm nistrative tasks. So |
believe those skills wll assist me as well in
managi ng a courtroomif | were to become judge.

Ms. Inzerillo, the comm ssion received 198 bal |l ot box
surveys regarding you with 59 additional comments.

The ball ot box surveys, for exanple, contain the
follow ng positive comments: Wuld be an excel | ent
circuit court judge. Smart, fair, inpartial, and a
great tenperanent. And also, would be an excellent
circuit court judge. Smart, fair, inpartial, with a
great tenperanent. Ten of the comments express
concerns. First, several of the comments express
concerns about your ability to remain inpartial. Wat
woul d you offer as a response to these concerns?

| believe that concern may arise fromny |ong-standing
practice in crimnal defense. |'ve been a public
defender for the majority of ny career. However, |
can assure this commssion that my role as a judge, ny
understanding of that role, requires me to be fair and

inmpartial, and | understand that. As a trial
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practitioner, | appear in front of judges, and | want
themto be fair and inpartial in ny cases, and | would
act no differently.

Second, several of the conments raise concerns about
your |ack of civil experience. What response woul d
you offer to these concerns?

| began ny legal career practicing civil law as an
associate in a firmin Columbia. | did enploynment
defense as well as inmgration law, and it has been a
while since I've done that job, but that job did give
me a great foundation understanding not only the civil
rul es and procedures but also the |ogistics of
building a civil case, such as conducting depositions
and summary judgment notions. Wiile it has been a
while, | have tried to reacquaint nyself with nuch of
the civil law. | have reviewed civil procedure, the
civil rules. | have attended CLEs to further mny

know edge of the civil issues of the day. For
exanple, | attended the bar convention in January and
t ook classes there that | thought woul d assist ny
under standi ng of various aspects of civil law, and |
have attended a class that ny |ocal bar put on about

the newtort reformstatute that takes effect in

January. In addition to that, | have been watching
court. | didn't just want to |ook at the civil |aw,
Garber Reporting
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at the black and white | aw on paper. | wanted to know
what notions woul d comonly cone before a judge on the
civil docket, what issues would be presented, and how
t hose judges woul d handl e those issues, and so |'ve
spent as nuch tine as | can watching civil cases, not
only trials, but a scheduling day to see how a judge
schedul es matters for trial, for exanple, and |I've

wat ched many judges that have cone through our
circuit, but I've spent nore tinme watching Judge

McKi nnon and | earning from Judge MKi nnon, who has an
ext ensi ve background doing civil matters.

| would note that the Upstate Citizens Conmttee
reported that Ms. Inzerillo is qualified in the

eval uative criteria of constitutional qualifications,
physi cal health, and nental stability. The commttee
found her well qualified in the evaluative criteria of
ethical fitness, professional and academc ability,
character, reputation, experience, and judicia
tenperanent. The conmmttee stated in summary, M.
Inzerillo has a denonstrated record of public service,
deep experience in crimnal law matters, and a clear
appreciation of the authority and responsibility of a
circuit court judge. Like Ms. Shelton, the pane
recogni zes that Ms. Inzerillo lacks civil [aw

experience, but believes that she has the ability and
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the commtnent to acquire that quickly. W believe
she would make a fine circuit court judge. | just
have a few housekeeping issues. JMSC procedural Rule
17 includes a prohibition of any candidate from
attending or watching any portion of the live stream
or recordings of the public hearings of this cycle
until after all hearings are concluded. Have you

wat ched or |istened to any of those hearings before
your appearance today?

No, ma'am

Has any ot her person relayed information about any of
t he proceedi ngs before this conm ssion to you?

No, ma'am

Ms. Inzerillo, are you aware that as a judicia

candi date you are bound by the Code of Judicia
Conduct as found in Rule 501 of the South Carolina
Appel | ate Court Rul es?

Yes, ma'am

And, Ms. Inzerillo, since submtting your |etter of

I ntent, have you contacted any menbers of the
conmm ssi on about your candi dacy?

No, ma' am

Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
sought or received the pledge of any |egislator either

prior to this date or pending the outcone of your
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screeni ng?

No, ma' am

Are you famliar with Section 2-19-70, including the

limtations on contacting nmenbers of the Genera

Assenmbl y regardi ng your screening?

Yes, ma' am

And have you asked any third parties to contact

menmbers of the General Assenbly on your behalf, or are

you aware of anyone attenpting to intervene in this

process on your behal f?

No, ma' am

And have you reviewed and do you understand the

comm ssion's guidelines on pledging and South Carolina

Code Section 2-19-70(E)?

Yes, ma' am

M5. CRATER And M. Chairman, | would -- oh, and |
just want to correct that this was the Piednont
Ctizens Conmttee that conducted it. Thank you.
M. Chairman, | would note for the record that
any concerns raised during the investigation by
staff regarding the candidate were incorporated
into the questioning of the candidate today. M.
Chairman, | have no further questions.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Thank you, ma'am Menbers of the

conm ssi on have questions for the candi date?
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Perhaps while others are -- Senator Wl ker.

SENATOR WALKER: Thank you, M. Chair. M. Inzerillo,
| said that correctly, right?

M5. I NZERI LLO Yes sir, you did.

SENATOR WALKER: Firstly, let me just acknow edge your
years of service to the state. You have been in
the Public Defender's Ofice for how | ong now?

M5. | NZERI LLO. Over 20 years. About 23 years or so.

SENATOR WALKER: Twenty-three years. And you may not
know this about me, but | started ny |egal career
at the Public Defender's Ofice here in Richland
County. And so | amintimately famliar wth the
chal |l enges and the struggles of that job. |
didn't have your patience and bandw dth, so | was
only there for alittle over a year. But that
experience was an indelible one. It was
I nval uable. And there's still a part of ny
current legal practice that is dedicated to
I ndi gent defense. And one of the comments that |
read here in the ballot box survey, and it's
probably the nost salient to ne, sticks out to ne
the nost, but it reads: Melissa is not qualified
to be a circuit court judge. She has been a
public defender for the majority of her |egal

career and has becone sone -- what sone rather
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woul d call a true believer. That comrent really
bot hers nme. | think what people don't understand
about public defenders is they provide access to
justice for many individuals across our state who
ot herwi se could not afford to hire, say, a
Representative Leon Stavrinakis or Senator
Overture Wal ker or a Representative M cah Caskey.
And in that role, you have to keep the governnent
honest. It's not your job to just be a rubber
stanp for the prosecution or to just roll over.
Just this norning, Senator Canpsen and |, we were
tal king about attending an event this evening, a
| ecture over at the |aw school. And the person
who's giving that lecture is an authority on the
Constitution and the inportance of checks and
bal ances in our system of denocracy. And | think
when it conmes to our judiciary, our judicial
system rather, people forget that crim nal
def ense | awers, public defenders, you all are
| awyers, people forget that oftentines, right?

MS. I NZERI LLO  Yes, sir.

SENATOR WALKER: But you serve as a check on the
governnment. It is your job to keep the
governnment honest. And if we don't have that

zeal ous advocacy, at |east that branch, the third
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branch of our governnent, it fails. And so just
know that | appreciate what you do. | appreciate
your service. But I'll also give you a chance to
respond to, you know, that comment where soneone
feels that your 20 plus years of public service
sonehow di squalifies you fromascending to the
bench.

| NZERI LLO. Wl |, Senator Overture, | really
appreci ate those coments about public defenders.
And in response to that conmrent, | would say that
| have been doing ny job a long tine. And part
of the appreciation | have gotten over the years
Is a true appreciation of our crimnal justice
system The way our court systens work is
amazing to ne. The fact that the state has to
cone in, prove soneone guilty, that person has to
do nothing to prove thensel ves innocent, that
they are entitled to having 12 people they don't
know have to unani nously agree that they are
guilty and have the right to go in front of a
fair and inpartial judge to basically, as people
like to say, call balls and strikes and not be on
the side of one another. To me, that is the nost
amazi ng system | think we could envision. And |

have a role in that. And in that role, | work
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hard for nmy clients. | aman attorney that does
ny job to the best of ny ability. But | amalso
well versed in the systemitself. Part of ny job
I's advising clients when it may be best to take a
pl ea, when it nmay be best to go to trial. Sone
of that involves advising clients to take very
high offers. So there is areality and a realism
inny job that | amextrenely accustoned to. So

| think the true believer has sort of an

enoti onal connotation that I would be unable to
separate nyself from believing and not be able to
be objective and not understandi ng how the system
wor ks and appreciate how the systemwrks. As a
judge, | would no | onger be an advocate. M job
woul d be to be neutral, to be fair and inparti al
on both sides. And as | indicated a few m nutes
ago, as a trial attorney, | expect and appreciate
that in our judges. And | would certainly be

t hat sanme kind of judge.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Ms. Inzerillo, while others may be

contenpl ating what, if any, questions they may
have, | would begin by first thanking you for
that |ast response to Senator Wl ker's questi ons.
| appreciate everything you've said. You' ve

di stingui shed yourself in your career such that
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the coments, generally, feedback fromthe bar,
feedback fromthe ball ot box, all put you at
superl ative levels of performance as a | awer in
the crimnal context. But as our systemat the
circuit court level in this state does not
segregate judges by crimnal matters and civil
matters, there is clearly a dearth of civil
experience, at least relative to your crim nal
experience. And this comm ssion is charged with
the responsibility of determ ning qualification
pursuant to the nine evaluative criteria. And
being famliar with your previous candi dacy and
all the materials that | recited earlier, | wll
tell you |l amsatisfied that you were qualified
to be a judge. But if I could be so bold as to
make a recomendati on or suggestion to you, it
woul d be that you undertake a serious and

del i berative effort to bolster your civil bona
fides through things that you nentioned. And you
said all of the right things, but | think I would
be remss if | didn't underscore the inportance
of doing those things |like CLEs and sitting with
Judge McKinnon, who is a fantastic, brilliant
jurist. He often presents or is presenting a CLE

just before Senator Walker in January at the bar
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convention, if you haven't heard. Judge MKi nnon
does a fantastic job there. But it is incredibly
| nportant because while there are certain
transferable skills between those portions of the
| aw, as you know, because you have practiced the
civil law, there is no doubt still an opportunity
to deepen that experience. And | woul d suggest
to you that those are opportunities you could
avai |l yourself of in the very imedi ate short-
term Because again, our charge here is sinply
qualification. The determ nation of election by
the General Assenbly, | think you may be very
wel | aided by undertaking sone of those efforts.

MS. I NZERILLO  Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al right. End soliloquy. [|'m
| ooking around to see if there are any other
questions or comments from nenbers of the
conmm ssi on.

SENATOR RANKIN: |f | may.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Senator from Horry.

SENATOR RANKIN:  And very briefly, and I renenber you
too, as the Chairman is referencing those of us
who were here before, inpressed with your
candi dacy and was inpressed last tine. Again,

share the sentinent here of basically 100 percent
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M5. I NZERILLO  Sure.

SENATOR RANKIN:  -- but what have you | earned and what
-- you may have broached this earlier. Forgive
me if you' ve already covered it. But what have
you | earned since you were screened favorably the
| ast tinme?

MS. I NZERI LLO  About civil law or just in general?

SENATOR RANKIN:  This -- your desire to be -- to run

to zero percent. But as we know, and as the dear
fol ks fromyour part of the world and the fine
solicitor fromyour part of the world seens to
spend nore tine in that court there in crimnal
matters and less civil. And so that does seemto
be perhaps, though not designated as the Ceneral
Sessions guru, the demand of our circuit courts
inthis state, without a doubt. M question, as

briefly as you can, not trying to belabor this, -

agai n, and what has either sharpened your desire
-- what is, again, what have you done to prepare

for a better, hopefully, result for you this

time?

M5. INZERILLO  Well, | decided to run again because |
really wanted to be a judge. And certainly with
that desire comng nore into focus, | have tried
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CHAI RMVAN CASKEY: Al right, M. Inzerillo, before |

to look at all aspects of being a judge. So for
exanple, as indicated prior, | watched Judge

McKi nnon handl e scheduling of trials. | thought
that woul d be an additional part of the job I had
over| ooked before, that would be an inportant --
that would be an inportant aspect. | did spend a
lot of time dowmn here. And so | got to know -- |
got to know how it all works. And I've got to
understand y'all's jobs and the tinme commtnents
that you all have, trying to do everything that
you do in a session. And | think that's been the
bi ggest thing that I'mcarrying with ne this
time, is to really assess ny qualifications as a
judge, inprove what needs to be inproved by
really attending civil court, honing in, studying
nore aspects of the civil law, but also the
practical side and interacting wth you all and

all the hard work that you do down here.

| et you run out of here, | do want to just

I npress upon you sone of the feedback, and sone
was nentioned by staff counsel, but the comments
fromyour colleagues in the bar: Mlissa's
smart, good | awyer, honorable individual, find

her to have high ethical standards and sound,
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cal m tenperanent, conscientious |awer, sound
reasoni ng, outstandi ng tenperanent, credit to the
profession in both the quality of her craft and
the respect she shows to other litigants. Again,
| think that is a tribute to you and who you are
and how you' ve conducted yourself. And | think
you shoul d be very proud of that. And one other
point I'll just share with you, because | think
it's worthy of praise, perhaps | mssed it in the
PDQ but one conmmenter noted that you vol unteered
with several civic groups, including Habitat for
Humanity, and | just wanted to applaud you for
doing that. You know, you certainly have a

casel oad of probably hundreds, but finding tine
to give back, I think, is sonmething that -- it
means sonething to ne. | think public service
matters, whether that's through governnent
institutions or civic organi zations or causes

i ke Habitat for Humanity, and | really appl aud
you for doing that. So thank you. That wll
conclude this part of our screening process. |
do need to take this nmonent, though, to rem nd
you that pursuant to the comm ssion's eval uative
criteria, we expect candidates to follow the

letter as well as the spirit of our ethics |aws,
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and we woul d view any violation or appearance of

I npropriety as very serious and potentially
deserving of heavy weight in our screening

del i berations, such that if there were a need, we
could call you back to the comm ssion for a
hearing and have a further discussion about that
If the need were to arise. Do you understand al
of that?

MS. I NZERI LLO Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All right. Thank you for offering
for public service. Thank you for your public
service to date, and wish you all the best as you
go on with the rest of your day.

M5. | NZERI LLO Thank you very nmuch. Thank you for
your tine.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Thank you for being here, and thank
you to both of you for joining Ms. Inzerillo here
t hi s norning.

M5. | NZERILLG  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al right. W wll stand at ease
until the next candi date has nmade his or her way
into the room

(Of the Record)
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Good norning. W can go ahead and

proceed with the next screening. Before us, |

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com



© 00 N oo o B~ W N

N T N N S T N N o e =
g A W N P O © O N oo o A W N P, O

TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

Page 92

beli eve we have Msti Shelton.

M5. SHELTON: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Am | saying that right?

M5. SHELTON: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All right. And this is an applicant
for seat two of the 16th Judicial Crcuit Court.

M5. SHELTON: Yes.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Do | have all that right?

M5S. SHELTON: Yes.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: All right. If you would please
rai se your right hand.

VHEREUPON:

M STI HORTON SHELTON, being duly sworn and
cautioned to speak the truth, the whole truth and
nothing but the truth, testifies as follows:

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: |f you would please state your ful
nane for the record.

M5. SHELTON: M sti Horton Shelton.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: All right. There should be sone
docurments in front of you. If you would please
take a nonent to | ook at those.

MS. SHELTON: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Are those the personal data
questionnaire and the sworn statement that you

submtted to the comm ssion?
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MS. SHELTON: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Are there any updates or changes
that need to be made to this?

M5. SHELTON: No additional changes. No, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Do you have any objection to our
i ncluding those in the record?

MS. SHELTON: No, sir.

(EXH BIT NO 11 MARKED FOR

| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPOSES (16 pages)
PDQ

(EXH BIT NO 12 MARKED FOR

| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPOSES (1 pages)

Anmendnent )

(EXH BIT NO. 13 MARKED FOR

| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPOSES (6 pages)

Sworn Statenent)

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Let ne give staff just a second to
do that. The Judicial Merit Selection Conm ssion
has thoroughly investigated your qualifications
for the bench. Qur inquiry has focused on the
nine evaluative criteria and has included the
t horough study of your application nmaterials, a
bal | ot box survey, a search of newspaper articles
I n which your nane appears, a check for economc

conflicts of interest, and a -- |'ve said this so
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many times and |'ve lost nmy place in making sure
that | have identified -- verification of your
state ethics laws. There we go. W have
received no affidavits filed in opposition to
your election. No witnesses are present to
testify. If you would like to make a brief
opening statenment, we'd be happy to hear from
you. Otherwi se, | would recognize staff counsel
to proceed with questions.

MS. SHELTON: Oher than to say |'mgrateful for the
opportunity. Thank you for everyone's tine and |
woul d also just like to take this time to say
thank you to Ms. Crawford, Ms. Putnam and Ms.
Trask. They were so very kind and hel pful
t hrough the whol e process. They were very
wonderful to work with and made it nmuch easier
for sonmeone who was very nervous to put her foot
in the pool to start for the first tine,

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Geat. Wll, that's nice to hear
especial ly about Ms. Crawmford. At this point,

|'d recogni ze Ms. Trask.

EXAM NATI ON
MS. TRASK:
Q Good nor ni ng.
A Good nor ni ng.
Garber Reporting
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Q

M5. TRASK: | note for the record that based on the
testinony contained in the candidate's PDQ which
has been included in the record with the
candi date's consent, Msti H Shelton neets the
constitutional and statutory requirenents for
this position regarding age, residence, and years
of practice.

Ms. Shelton, how do you feel your |egal and

prof essi onal experience thus far renders you qualified

and wi Il assist you to be an effective circuit court

j udge?

Well, I'd like to say | started ny |egal career

clerking for Judge Lockeny and if anybody's famliar

wi th Judge Lockeny, he is a teacher. He likes to

i mpart his know edge freely at all tinmes and | |earned

alot fromhimthat year and | went into ny year with

himthinking that | wanted to be a trial |awer and |
ended that year knowing that | wanted to be in the
courtroomand that's where | wanted to spend ny
career. And then |'ve spent the next 20 plus years
being a trial lawer. |'ve done both prosecution and
defense and |I've tried a | ot of cases and have spent
the vast najority of my time in a courtroomeven after
my circuit nmoved to nore of a plea pile type system

|'ve continued to do ny own pleas because | just |ike
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being in a courtroom In addition to my trial work,
|'ve al so taken sort of a managerial role in the

of fice where one of the things that | excel at is
docket nmanagenent where | have worked extensively at
training the younger prosecutors in docket managenent
and kind of have worked sort of hand-in-hand with the
courts and with judges with maintaining our efficient
docket in the 16th circuit. So | kind of have | think
sort of an inside |ook at what the judges face and
what they have to do to help maintain the docket. And
| did spend sone tine in private practice so | do
understand the strains that being in a small practice
puts on an attorney when they have, you know, to have
to maintain their practice while being in multiple
courtroons at a time at various times. So | do have
an understandi ng of that. Beyond just ny professional
experience, | think that my strongest qualities that |
woul d bring the bench is just ny life experience, is
my work ethic, ny understanding of people and probably
my conpassion.

Thank you. Ms. Shelton, the conm ssion received 128
bal | ot box surveys regarding you with 41 additional
comrents. The ballot box survey, for exanple,
contained the follow ng positive coments. Msti is

very intelligent and capable and she has a strong work
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ethic and is conmtted to upholding the rule of |aw
with integrity and conpassion. Seven of the witten
comment s expressed concerns. Some of the concerns
were regarding your |ack of civil experience. Wat
response would you like to offer to those concerns?
That | understand those concerns. | knew that that
woul d be something that woul d need to be addressed
before | even applied. So back in August | began
studying. | spent the sumrer at my kitchen table
readi ng through the rules of civil procedure, reading
civil advance sheets that | hadn't done in many years
because | didn't need to. |'ve started taking CLEs.
|"ve taken three CLEs and |'ve also taken -- it didn't
-- it doesn't show on ny CLE report because | don't
think it counted for credit, but it was the bar review
civil course. |'ve also sat in portions of three
trials and I've sat in both civil notions and status
conferences and in those the judges have been very
kind afterwards to stay and answer questions for ne
and kind of explain to ne the process, why they did
certain things, and just kind of explain to ne sort of
what happened in those procedures and they were very -
- they were very nice to do that. | also called two
judges that | respect very much that came froma

predom nantly crimnal background to ask them what
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they did to bridge the gap and to be ready to be a
judge that didn't have that civil experience and | got
advi ce fromboth of them

A coupl e comrents indicated concerns regarding your
ability to remain unbiased and regardi ng your judicial
tenperanent. \Wat response would you offer to these
concerns?

The unbi ased, | understand because | have been a
prosecutor for the last 10 years, or 13 years, |
guess. I'molder than | like to let nyself believe
sonetines, but the -- but | was a public defender for
a couple of years and | was a private defense attorney
for a couple of years before that. And a |ot of
peopl e that know me know this story that when | went
into | aw school nmy goal was to be a public defender
and up through ny third year of |aw school, that's
what | wanted to do when | got out and the reason why
| wanted to do that is because | didn't have any
lawers in ny famly, | didn't have a | ot of
background in the legal system so ny view of what
public defenders did was help people and | really
didn't know much about what prosecutors did, but I
knew public defenders hel ped people and | renmenber

wor ked for the National College of District Attorneys

when | was second year into ny third year of |aw
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school and we did the career prosecutor course down in
Charl eston and | renenber having a conversation with a
prosecut or down there and she was just asking ne what
ny goals were and | told her | wanted to be a public
def ender and she asked nme why and | went through the
whol e, you know, bright-eyed, you know, idealistic |
want to help people and she said you can as a
prosecutor and you can hel p everyone. You can help
victins, you help | aw enforcenent and you can help

def endants because you as a prosecutor have the
ability to dismss charges if that's the right thing,
you have the ability to reduce charges if that's the
right thing. And | feel like that's what | have done
ny entire career and | hope that the vast majority of
the ball ot box comments did acknow edge that, that |
have tried for the vast majority of my career to be
fair and to be reasonable and to give peopl e second
chances when that is deserved. And to keep in mnd,
going to nore to the tenperanment side, as a prosecutor
and as a defense attorney you are an advocate so | was
al ways advanci ng sone position and sonetines you have
to be strong when you do that and firmbut as a judge
you are nore -- you don't have a position to advance.
You are fair and inpartial and so | woul d hope that

woul d take away any tenperanent concerns.
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Thank you, Ms. Shelton. | would note that the

Pi ednont Citizens Commttee reported that Ms. Shelton
is well qualified in the evaluative criteria of
ethical fitness, professional and academc ability,
character, reputation, experience, and judicia
tenperanment. She was found to be qualified in the
eval uative criteria of constitutional qualifications,
physi cal health, and nental stability. The Ctizens
Comm ttee commented Ms. Shelton has over two decades
of experience on both sides of crimnal court with the
j udgnment and t hought ful ness that that experience
commands. Like Ms. Inzerillo, the panel recognizes
that Ms. Shelton lacks civil |aw experience but
bel i eves that she has the ability and commtnent to
acquire that quickly. W believe she would make a
fine circuit court judge. | have a few housekeeping
I ssues. JMSC procedural Rule 17 includes a
prohibition of any candidate fromattending or

wat ching of any portion of the Iive stream or
recordings of the public hearings of this cycle until
after all hearings are concluded. Have you watched or
listened to any of these hearings before your

appear ance today?

No, ma' am

Has any ot her person relayed any infornation about any
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of the proceedings before this comm ssion to you?

No, ma' am

Ms. Shelton, are you aware that as a judicia

candi date you are bound by the Code of Judicia

Conduct as found in Rule 501 of the South Carolina
Appel | ate Court Rul es?

Yes, ma' am

Ms. Shelton, since submtting your letter of intent,
have you contacted any nenbers of the conm ssion about
your candi dacy?

No, ma' am

Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
sought or received the pledge of any |egislator either
prior to this date or pending the outcome of your
screeni ng?

No, ma' am

Are you famliar with Section 2-19-70, including the
limtations on contacting nenbers of the Genera
Assenbl y regardi ng your screening?

Yes, ma'am

Have you asked any third parties to contact nembers of
the General Assenbly on your behalf or are you aware
of anyone attenpting to intervene in this process on
your behal f?

No, ma' am
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Have you reviewed and do you understand the

comm ssion's guidelines on pledging in South Carolina

Code section 2-19-70(E)?

Yes, ma' am

M5. TRASK: M. Chairman, | would note for the record
that any concerns raised during the investigation
by staff regarding the candi date were
i ncorporated into the questioning of the
candi date today. And M. Chairman, | have no
further questions.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Thank, you nma'am Menbers of the
conm ssi on have questions for Ms. Shelton? Wile
some may be thinking of those. | wanted to ask
you about the criticismthat you lack civil
experience. | know there was a brief exchange
about it, but that is not an inconsequenti al
aspect to your candidacy. And while the
comm ssion is charged with qualification, not
el ection, that's for the General Assenbly to
handl e, | just want to talk about that briefly to
make sure | understand kind of where you' ve been,
where you see yourself headed, and what you can
tell us about that aspect of your candi dacy.

M5. SHELTON: | do have very, very little civil.

While | clerked for Judge Lockeny, which was many
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years ago, if ny nenory serves correctly, he was
Chief Admn G vil for that, | guess, six nonths
while | was with him M nenory was that we had
two civil trials. | renenber one very, very
vividly because it was wild. He thinks that we
had nore than that. | did in private practice
for the two years that | was in private practice,
it was a civil crimnal firm but in conplete
candor | had very little to do with the civil
side. | maybe reviewed a few things here or
there, but I did very little. | think | put on
my application that the last five years naybe one
percent of ny practice has been in civil. That
Is doing forfeitures. So | have probably -- if
you | ooked in e-filing, | probably have 25 or 30
cases in the past five years. | understand that
as a concern. | amthe type of person that | do
not like to fail at anything. And | don't want
to be good enough to just be selected to be a
judge. If | amgoing to be a judge, | want to be
a great judge. | want to be the type of judge
that attorneys want to appear in front of. So |
will work as hard as | need to nmake up for any
deficits that | have. The two judges that |

talked to that had mainly crimnal experience,
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CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Thank you. Thank you for that. And

that was basically the crux of their -- it was
Judge Hall and Judge McCaslin, that was basically
the crux of their advice was just to put your
head down, work, always read ahead, al ways be the
nost i nforned person going into the courtroom at
t he begi nning of your civil week. Judge Hall
advised me to reach out. He said the judiciary
Is a wonderful source of information and to reach
out to ask questions. If | found nyself not
know ng sonething to not hesitate to ask for

help. And so | would certainly do that.

|1l also extend that thanks to one of the points
that you nade in response to Ms. Trask's
questions that | thought was particularly, |
don't know if the right word is for it,

I nteresting, good, smart, hadn't cone up, but
taking the bar prep for civil stuff. Like |

t hought that was a smart -- that is a smart way
to go about trying to address that opportunity
for growmh as well as the CLEs and sitting with
judges and all those sorts of things. But |
don't suspect that -- let nme just say it this
way. |, based on your record, think that you

neet the standards of qualification, but | would
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be remss if | didn't take this opportunity to
make hunbly the suggestion that you do all that
you can to bolster your civil bona fides, both
for the | esser purpose of allaying concern, but
the greater purpose of actually knowng it and
actually being able to apply it should your
candi dacy be successful.

M5. SHELTON:. Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: So now that others have warned to
t he question asking process, | will recognize
Senat or Wl ker.

SENATOR WALKER; Thank you, M. Chair. And good
norning to you, Ms. Shelton.

M5. SHELTON:. Good norni ng.

SENATOR WALKER: Firstly, let me just acknow edge your
22 years of public service.

M5. SHELTON. Thank you.

SENATOR WALKER:  You have 20 years, | believe, as a
prosecutor, at |least two years as a public
def ender, correct?

M5. SHELTON: Yes, sir.

SENATOR WALKER: And one thing that you and | have in
comon is that | started ny career as a public
def ender and | al so prosecuted at sone point in

ny legal career as well. And | can't say enough
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M5. SHELTON. Yes, sir.
SENATOR WALKER: And a year ago she came before the

MS. SHELTON: Yes, sir.

just how inportant it is for a judicial candidate
to have a bal anced perspective, especially when
It comes to handling crimnal cases or sonmeone
who may end up residing in General Sessions
Court. |'ve said ad nauseam over the years, you
know, | wi sh that public defenders could go and
wor k as prosecutors for six nonths and | w sh

t hat prosecutors can go and work as public
defenders for six nmonths so that way each side,
you know, coul d devel op an appreciation for the
chal | enges and the struggles, you know, that they
deal with respectively. And so again, you know,

t hank you for your service and | just know how

t hat bal anced experience does carry a | ot of
weight with me. But | would be remiss if we did
not sort of bring up what | would deemto be the
el ephant in the room Your -- this race, as you
know, you have a -- there's soneone el se who's

running for the seat.

General Assenbly and she was the only candi date
screened out and her candi dacy was scuttled at
the 11th hour.
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SENATOR WALKER: And here we are, you know, |ess than
a year later and there's not only is she running

again but there's an opponent in the incarnation

of you --
MS. SHELTON:. Yes, sir.
SENATOR WALKER: -- you know, that is also vying for

the seat and so it nmakes your race intriguing.

M5. SHELTON:. Yes, sir.

SENATOR WALKER: And that's probably an
understatenent. So the question | would have for
you i s were you encouraged by anyone --

M5. SHELTON:. Yes, sir.

SENATOR WALKER:  -- to run --

MS. SHELTON. | was.

SENATOR WALKER: -- for the seat?

M5. SHELTON: | was. | was encouraged by the circuit
publ i c defender B.J. Barrowcl ough and | ong-term
def ense attorney Leland Geeley fromthe 16th
circuit and by Montreal Belton. Those were the
mai n peopl e that encouraged ne to run.

SENATOR WALKER: There were no elected officials --

MS. SHELTON. No, sir.

SENATOR WALKER -- state or |ocal --

M5. SHELTON: No, sir.

SENATOR WALKER: -- who encouraged you --
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MS. SHELTON: No, sir.
SENATOR WALKER: -- to seek the seat?
M5. SHELTON: No, sir.
SENATOR WALKER: |' m not questioning your notives --

MS. SHELTON: No, sir. Now once | did decide, | would
say the first four people, five people that |
tal ked to about running. The first person that
tal ked to ne about running was B.J. Barracl ough.
He and | have been friends for 20 years. He has
been asking nme to run for 15 years but | have
kids that are now teenagers that don't need ne as
much anynore. And the second person was Lel and.
Lel and talked to ne twice. | told both of them
no the first tine and then |I tal ked to ny husband

SENATOR WALKER:  That's nost inportant.

M5. SHELTON. -- and then | talked to Judge Hall and
then | think | talked to Montreal. So I think
those were the first five people that | tal ked
to. So it was after | decided to run before |
talked to any representatives and it was j ust
basically to introduce nyself. |[|'ve talked to --
| think I've talked to all of ny | ocal
representatives just to introduce nyself and say

hey |' m running.

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com



© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N N N N NN P P P P P PP PR
o A W N P O © 0 N O 0o M W N P+, O

TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

Page 109

SENATOR WALKER

Shelton. You know, please don't take unbrage at
t he questi on.
mal practice for me as a nenber of this conmm ssion
to not ask the obvious when you consider the

dynam cs in your race.
public service.
I n your bid, you know,
woul d be just an extension of what you have been

doing for the past 20 years which is again, you

know, servi

ask in light of those,

t hank you for answering the question.

M5. SHELTON. | conpletely understand. And | would --
just on the public service, | did the two years
of private practice. It was not for ne. | ama
public servant. It is the only thing that | have

wanted to do. And so that is kind of where this

And let ne just say this, M.

ng the public. But | felt conpelled to

Is the next natural step for ne.

SENATOR WALKER
CHAI RVAN CASKEY:
SENATOR CAMPSEN:

w |l lingness to offer yourself for this position.
| want to just get down to the -- and you

acknowl edge that you have significant crimnal

Thank you.

Senat or from Charl est on.

Thank you, Ms. Shelton, for your

It woul d probably be al nost

You have a record of
In the event you were successful

to serve as a judge, that

you know, dynam cs. So
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experience but very little civil.

M5. SHELTON:. Yes, sir.

SENATOR CAMPSEN:  but you al so indicated that you have
taken steps to bolster your civil, perhaps not
trial experience, but at |east your understanding
of civil law and concepts of civil law And so |
just wanted to get a clarification. You kind of
rattled off a ot of things --

M5. SHELTON:. Yes, sir.

SENATOR CAMPSEN: -- that sounded |ike -- sounded
good.

MS. SHELTON: Yes, sir.

SENATOR CAMPSEN:. | just want to make sure that | get
all those things you did. Like did you -- you
took -- you studied the bar's -- bar prep for
civil?

MS. SHELTON: Not the full bar prep. There's -- if

you go on to the on demand, there's these little
hour -1 ong sections you can do and there was one
on civil. That's on-denmand bar prep for civil.
| did that one.

SENATOR CAMPSEN:  You did one.

MS. SHELTON: | did that one.

SENATOR CAMPSEN.  So that's -- that's the totality of

the civil section?
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MS. SHELTON: No. | did three -- that was all that |
saw on denmand.

SENATOR CAMPSEN:.  Ckay.

M5. SHELTON:. And with working full-tine | have to --
|'ve had to do CLEs in small little bits and
pi eces and |'ve done three other -- two other
on-demand and one in-person CLEs that were for
credit.

SENATOR CAMPSEN. Okay. And you've been reading the

advance sheets?

M5. SHELTON:. | have, yes sir.
SENATOR CAMPSEN:. kay. How |ong have you been doing
t hat ?

M5. SHELTON. Since July, since | decided to run.

SENATOR CAMPSEN: Okay. And | think you nentioned
sitting wth judges during trials?

MS. SHELTON: | sat in portions of two trials. Not
the full -- not the full trials but in -- in
portions of trials and |'ve sat in notions on two
occasions and |'ve sat wth Judge MKinnon during
status conferences on one occasion. And then
during the notions and status conferences when
t he judges stayed during breaks and after and
answer ed questions for ne.

SENATOR CAMPSEN. kay. Anything else on the civil
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si de?

M5. SHELTON:. O her than just reading through the
rules of civil procedure and, and talking with
Judge Hall and Judge McCaslin about what they did
to get up to speed and, and get prepared and how
t hey handl ed bridging the gap from going from
crimnal -- going fromhaving a purely crim nal
background to being a circuit court judge. That
-- that's.

SENATOR CAMPSEN:. And you've done this in what period
of tinme?

M5. SHELTON: Since July. Since | decided to file.

SENATOR CAMPSEN:. Since July of this year?

MS. SHELTON: Yes, sir.

SENATOR CAMPSEN: (kay. Well that's -- that's --
that's a pretty good anmount for just July to this
monment in tine.

MS. SHELTON: Yes, sir.

SENATOR CAMPSEN:  Thank you.

M5. SHELTON:. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Representative Stavrinakis.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI'S:  Wiat time is it now?
Ckay, we're still nmorning. Good norning.

M5. SHELTON:. Yes, sir. Good norning.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI'S:  Thank you for your
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service --
MS. SHELTON: Yes, sir.
REPRESENTATI VE STAVRINAKIS: -- as a forner public

def ender and solicitor and for offering yourself
for the bench. You nentioned in sonme of your
coments that you thought you would bring a | ot
of hel pful experience with regard to docket
managenent .

MS. SHELTON:. Yes, sir.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKIS:  oviously, that's a big
i ssue around the state.

MS. SHELTON: Yes, sir.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI'S:  The crim nal docket,
whi ch I do, you know, some crimnal work and it's
been a big issue and it's been a changi ng issue.
| woul d i magi ne you' ve been around | ong enough
that you were a solicitor when the solicitor kind
of had the exclusive control of the docket.

MS. SHELTON: Yes, sir.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  Then you wor ked t hrough
t he period where the Court kind of had the
excl usi ve control and now we have kind of this
hybrid. What are your inpressions of where we
are right now?

M5. SHELTON:. | think -- honestly, | think every
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circuit's alittle different.
REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  Sure.
M5. SHELTON: | think in York we've had Judge Kelly

this year and | think we very nmuch are a hybrid.
W are -- we are very nmuch follow ng the 45-day
trial notice with asking for, you know, input
fromthe bar -- fromthe defense bar on objecting
and then the judge sets the final trial docket at
20 days and | think it's working really well as
far as trial notice and the trial docket and we
are using second appearances as necessary. So |
think that is -- | think the hybrid is working in
York County and | kind of -- that's where we are
ri ght now in York.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI'S: I n York, when the docket
gets quote finalized, that -- is that the judge
finalizing?

MS. SHELTON: Yes, sir.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKIS: |s the judge al so
finalizing the order of the cases or just what
the actual cases will be and then the solicitor's
office is determning the order of those?

M5. SHELTON:. W are still submtting our proposed
order to the judge.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI' S: I ncluding the order of
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M5. SHELTON:. |Including the order of cases, but that

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  Ckay. And woul d you

M5. SHELTON:  Yes.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  Ckay.

MS. SHELTON: Absol utely.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI'S: I n deciding what priority

cases?

I's kind of done with coordinating with the

def ense bar and then also with input fromthe
Court. Like this week, the order -- we are in
trial this week and the order that was supposed
to happen is not happening and that was after
sonething cane up wth the attorneys that were
supposed to start on Monday with the defense
attorney, the judge rearranged the order. So it
Is kind of a hybrid -- it is still a hybrid

syst em

continue as a judge to enploy that practice of

i nvol venent with the defense bar?

-- after we decide, so here are the 20 cases and
i n deciding what -- what order to prioritize

t hose cases, what do you think are the nost

| nportant considerations that should -- as a
judge. Not as a solicitor. |'mtalking about if

you were a judge?
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M5. SHELTON. | think first has that person, the
accused been in jail for along tine? | think --
| think -- | do not like to see people
| angui shing -- even as a prosecutor, do not |ike

to see people languishing in jail for nmonths and
nonths and nonths. So | think age of case is --

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI'S:  Years and years and
years, to be quite honest.

M5. SHELTON. Yes, that does -- that does not really
happen with ne.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  Good.

M5. SHELTON: So | think, is the person in jail, how
| ong have they been in jail, is sonething that I
woul d al ways be interested in as a judge. The
overall age of the case. | think the people that
are nost -- that know the nost about whether or
not this case is ready are both the state and the
defense. So is the case ready, | think is, the
court can't be 100 percent totally invol ved
because they don't know if the case is actually
ready. So | think that has to be a factor that
the Court takes into consideration. But, | think
for me, as a judge the biggest concern | would
have is the age of the case and, and how |l ong --

if the personis in jail, howlong they have been
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REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  Ckay, thank you. That's

M5. SHELTON:. That happens in York a lot for -- with

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRINAKIS:  Well, it's hard to do

injail. | certainly wouldn't want to try a case
that was a year old where the person had been out
on bond for a year if the next case on the docket
was three years old and the person had been in

jail for three years.

refreshing to hear. There was a comment in, you
know, the ballot box about sonething to the
effect of punishing defendants for exercising
their rights. So let me ask you a coupl e of
guestions about that because, you know, |'ve been
-- was a solicitor for a while. Three years as a
full-time and then another three and a half or so
as a part-tine in Charleston and Berkel ey
counties. You know, have you ever enployed the
practice of withdrawi ng or deadlining an offer
such as to prevent a person from having a notion
to suppress or to exercise sone constitutional

right in front of a judge?
drug cases. They do not -- it is office policy
that unl ess the judge orders a -- so our defense

bar does not really do a | ot of notions practice.

notions practice as a defense | awer just to, you
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know. That would be -- that would be a question
for our Suprene Court candi dates about making

t hat easier --

M5. SHELTON:. | don't disagree.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  -- but yeah.

M5. SHELTON. | have not been a drug attorney in a
long tinme. | would say in the early 2000s when |

was a drug attorney, we didn't do our suppression
hearings until trial so.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: That's what happens a
| ot .

M5. SHELTON. So yes -- so | -- so yes, | had --
anytime | had a drug trial that went to trial
W th a suppression hearing, we went to trial and
t he suppression hearing was enconpassed in the
trial and there were tines where | gave offers
back after the suppression hearing, but there
were tinmes where offers weren't given back just
depending on the situation with the case, but |
have not done that since being a drug attorney in

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  But you nentioned that
was office policy in your office.

M5. SHELTON:  Yes.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  And that was set by who?
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MS. SHELTON: The solicitor.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI'S: Who is?

MS. SHELTON: Kevin Brackett.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  Ckay. And what about
bond hearings? Have y'all ever enployed a

practice of wwthdraw ng offers to people who --

M5. SHELTON: No, not to ny knowl edge. | have never,
and | have never seen that, and if | had seen
that as a supervisor, | would tell the person not
to do that.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI'S:  Ckay. That's good to
hear. So |ike Senator Walker, | don't want you
to take any of fense by these questions. W | ust
have a obligation to ask certain questions. You
mentioned that you work for Solicitor Brackett --

M5. SHELTON:  Yes.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRINAKIS: -- for how | ong now?

M5. SHELTON: | think | cane back to the office in
2011. So since 2011.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI'S:  Ckay. Solicitor
Brackett, Solicitor Pasco, Solicitor WIson,
maybe sone ot hers have been very vocal about
all eging that this process is corrupted.

M5. SHELTON:. Yes, sir.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI'S:  That sone of the people
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I nvol ved, particularly the | awer legislators are
corrupting influence on this process. Let ne ask
you. Have you experienced any corruption in your

tinme as a candi date?

M5. SHELTON. Again, | -- before this started, | was
not very involved in this process, knew very
little. | can only --

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI' S:  |' m aski ng you about
before. |'masking you since you filed as a

candi date, have you experienced --
MS. SHELTON: No, sir.
REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  -- any evi dence of
corruption, seen any evidence of corruption --
MS. SHELTON. No, sir.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRINAKIS: -- in the process?

M5. SHELTON: No, sir. | can only speak from ny
personal experience. | feel thoroughly vetted.
| feel like | have been treated very fairly.

Thr oughout the entire process, people have been
very kind. So no. And | can only speak from ny
experience.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI'S: Okay. And that's all I'm
aski ng you about. You nentioned sone people you
spoke to about running for judge. You did not

mention Solicitor Brackett. |s he soneone you
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have not tal ked to?
M5. SHELTON. |'ve certainly talked to him He was
not on ny top first list of people that | talked

to.
REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: Ckay.
M5. SHELTON: | nmean, he knows |'m running.
REPRESENTATI VE STAVRINAKIS: O her than -- |'m not

sure about your husband, but you nentioned a
nunber of people. Are they |awers
predom nant|y?

M5. SHELTON. Yeah. Leland Geeley is a defense
attorney in York County, been around for a |ong
time. Montreal Belton is a defense attorney in
York County. B.J. Barrowclough is the circuit
public defender. Judge Hall is fornmer -- is
retired now, but judge is -- yes.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI'S:  Solicitor Brackett's a
| awyer ?

M5. SHELTON: Yes.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: So let nme interrupt just for a
second to rem nd everyone that we have to take
turns. There was a couple of noments there where
we were both trying to talk and -- and that does
a disservice to the court reporter. And so |

just want to interrupt to nake sure that we go --
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M5. SHELTON: Sorry.

CHAl RMAN CASKEY: -- like lawers doina -- in a
courtroom

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  That's probably nmy fault
as |"'minterrupting you right now because you
I nterrupted ne.

CHAl RMAN CASKEY: Well, a hit dog will holler as they
say. Additionally, | want to rem nd everyone to
keep the focus on the determ nation of
qualification. So as long as we're getting
there, | don't see a problem but let's get
t here.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  Again, ny fault. You
mentioned that those folks are -- nobst of them
are | awyers.

M5. SHELTON:  Yes.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  Okay. WII| they be
assisting you if you are fortunate enough to
screen out and be found qualified?

M5. SHELTON. Assisting ne in?

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  Sayi ng good thi ngs about
you.

M5. SHELTON. | think M. Barrowcl ough cannot because
he is on the citizens comm ttee.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  Sone of them mi ght
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t hough.

M5. SHELTON:. | believe so, yes. | don't think they
woul d say bad things.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI'S:  And they would | ater
possi bly appear in your court?

M5. SHELTON: Yes.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  Ckay.

M5. SHELTON: | think -- | think M. Geeley's
probably getting close to not appearing, but yes.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRINAKIS: Certainly Solicitor
Brackett's office m ght appear in your court.

M5. SHELTON: Yes.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  Okay. You see any
probl emt here?

M5. SHELTON: No, | nean --

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  Frankly, neither do I,
but apparently when it's on the other side, some
people do see a problemwth it.

M5. SHELTON:  No.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  But anyway, thank you
again for offering yourself for service. Thank
you for your candid responses. And |ike a |ot of
candi dates, |'ve been practicing | aw 30 plus
years. | don't have perfect experience to be a

j udge, you know? We have -- especially because

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com



© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N N N N NN P P P P P PP PR
o A W N P O © 0 N O 0o M W N P+, O

TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

Page 124

our circuit court requires a vast variety of
undertakings with our judges. They have to deal
wth so many different kinds of cases that |

don't expect as a screener, as a -- as a

| egi sl ator, soneone to have every bit of
experience required. Wat | |look for are they
smart enough, tal ented enough, hardworking
enough, commtted enough to | earn where they need
to learn, get better where they need to get
better. And, you know, so thank you for offering
yoursel f for service again.

M5. SHELTON:. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All right. Thank you very nuch.

Did you have sonething? Senator from Horry.

SENATOR RANKI N:  Thank you, ma'am And | have heard
about 98 percent of this.

M5. SHELTON:. Yes, sir.

SENATOR RANKIN: | had to step out there for a second,
but |'mcurious harkening back to the earlier
qguestions not who you tal ked to, but effectively,
why now and why not before? Wat were you doing
summer of 24 when this seat was open? Dan Hal
had retired, or was retiring at that point, |
t hi nk, correct?

M5. SHELTON. Yes. So | will be -- without namng --
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SENATOR RANKIN:  And again, | appreciate your being

w t hout nam ng names, there was another candi date
in the race in the summer of 2024 that -- that

wi thdrew. And she was a very close friend, and
she made it known very early that she was going
to run. And out of respect of our friendship, I
did not -- | opted to not run at that tinme. Now,
| can say prior to 2024, the years before that,
|'ma nmom | have two boys. M boys are nowin
their teenage years. M oldest is about to start
driving. | ama nomthat comes hone every day
and cooks di nner, and hel ps with honmework, and
does all of those things, and they don't need ne
as much anynore. They both are good students and
responsi ble kids. My oldest is about to becone
an Eagle Scout. M youngest is just nmade, |
think, star, and is working on Iife. | think
that's the next, next step for him So they're -
- they're good kids. They don't need ne as nuch.
So fromjust a personal standpoint, it was -- |I'm
able to not be as hone as nmuch. And froma

prof essional standpoint, | felt like | had the
experience, and the maturity, and the confidence
to run now, but specifically in 2024, it was out

of respect of that friendshinp.
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that detailed with it, and nore to the point,
effectively loyal to your friend. Who was that
remnd ne?

M5. SHELTON. | would rather not say her nane since
she wi t hdrew.

SENATOR RANKI N:  Ckay.

M5. SHELTON: Early, early on.

SENATOR RANKIN: Al right. Not here. W did not
nmeet that person?

MS. SHELTON: No, sir.

SENATOR RANKIN:  Ckay, thank you.

MS. SHELTON:  Yes, sir.

SENATOR RANKIN:  Because | don't recall neeting
anybody.

MS. SHELTON: Yes, she wi thdrew before then.

SENATOR RANKIN: Al right, very good. You invoke
Judge Hall's nane --

MS. SHELTON:  Yes, sir.

SENATOR RANKIN: -- as one of the people that you
spoke with. And you are famliar with a
solicitor by the name of Brackett? Is it Kevin
Brackett ?

MS. SHELTON: Yes, sir.

SENATOR RANKIN:  Who had a splendid relationship with
Judge Hal | ?
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M5. SHELTON. Yes. | wouldn't call it that. But yes,

SENATOR RANKIN:  And that is the context for those of

MS. SHELTON: Yes, sir. And | understand that. | do.

Sir.

us who were here, that |oons |arger, perhaps in
your candidacy than it should, in fairness to

you.

And | think that the person who probably shoul d
bear the greatest grudge out of all that would be
Judge Hall. And | think if you were to call him
step out of this roomand call himright now, he
woul d absol utely only say kind things about ne.

Judge Hall and | have known each other for 20

plus years. | net himas a brand new baby
prosecutor, and he has -- he's about the same age
as ny nom | am about the sane age as his ol dest
kids -- as his oldest kid, and he has, for |ack

of a better term has been like a father figure
tonme. It is one of the reasons why he's one of
the first three people that | spoke to. Wen |
called himto ask hi mabout bridging the gap from
crimnal to civil, the first question | asked him
was, having known nme and seen nme grow and be in
the courtroom did he think I could do it? So
that is the relationship that | have wth Judge
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Hal | .

SENATOR RANKIN:  |"mcurious, and |I'm sure you may
have read the transcripts perhaps, or maybe not.
Ei ther answer is fine, but effectively what your
boss, and M. Brackett is your boss, --

M5. SHELTON:. Yes, sir.

SENATOR RANKIN:  He's your enpl oyer, correct?

M5. SHELTON:. Yes, sir.

SENATOR RANKIN:  Filing a conplaint -- a sitting
solicitor filing a conplaint against a sitting
unopposed circuit court judge --

M5. SHELTON:. Yes, sir.

SENATOR RANKI N -- unprecedented, that in essence and
in word admtted at the end of the fairly uniform
questioning by the nenbers of that comm ssion,
admtted it was a personal personality conflict.
Are you famliar wth that exchange or that
history, or if you're not, let's not even go
t here.

M5. SHELTON: Not in total. No, I will say not in
total. | was not -- | purposely was not involved
In any of that decision making. So no, not
conpletely. No, sir.

SENATOR RANKI N You use the word grudge, and if
anyone had a grudge, it should be Judge Hall.
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Wiy did you use that word?

M5. SHELTON:. Yes. Because | do think for Judge Hal
being the sitting judge, it was particularly
painful. | nean, he was the judge, and he was
the sitting judge, and had to conme in and defend
his position, and defend the work that he had
been doi ng, and how he had been doing it, and
again, | don't know the full circunstances, but
for the next year and a half, he didn't appear in
court in York County.

SENATOR RANKIN:  Which was really the kind of a
supposition that many of us have. The conpl ai nt
was basically to ice him keep that judge out of
your circuit's general sessions courtroom

M5. SHELTON: Yes, sir. | nmean, and he was gone,
because we had Judge Giffith cane in after that,
who | also amvery fond of, but it -- so that --
it -- that's why | use the word -- and |I' m not
saying that he does, |I'mjust saying that if
there is a person that would have one, it would
be him

SENATOR RANKIN:  And all of this, to the point of ny
seat mat es, perhaps, or others, with the now, nost
wat ched, now we are, with 82 people watching, the

| ow bar of 12, perhaps the solicitor's office,
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hell o, M. Brackett, is watching now And |
don't bear anyone any ill wll, but | do take a
particular interest in your candidacy as an

enpl oyee of that office, and the goal that we
have, not to elect you, but to probe into whether
you're going to be what your solicitor, your

enpl oyer, finally wanted in Judge Hall, --

MS. SHELTON:. Yes, sir.

SENATOR RANKIN: -- that he didn't get directly, and
indirectly, by filing a conplaint, effectively,
conflicts Judge Hall, who by every other count,
hi ghly, highly, highly, ballot box as well,
hi ghly regarded on the bench.

MS. SHELTON: Yes, sir.

SENATOR RANKIN:  So you get ny --

MS. SHELTON: Yes, sir.

SENATOR RANKIN:  -- context here?
M5. SHELTON. Yes sir. | do. And if you -- | nean, |
woul d just point you to -- | understand -- |

under stand those concerns. There's a reason why
| had Harry Dest wite ne a letter of
recommendation. Harry Dest was the public
defender, | believe, either when all that went
down, or leading up to when all that went down.

Harry has -- M. Dest has also knowmn ne for a
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SENATOR RANKIN: Let ne follow up on this, and then

very long time, and | think can speak to who | am
as a lawer, and who | amas a person. | have
anot her col |l eague who says that | amthe | east
yes person he has ever net in his life. | have
trenmendous respect for the judiciary, and
tremendous respect for what that office does, and
for the crimnal justice system | have, for the
past 20 years, done what | think was right by ny
noral, ethical, and | egal standards, not what
Kevin Brackett has told ne to do. Kevin Brackett
has very rarely involved hinself in what | do.
And if | amsuccessful in this, if |I make it
through this process, and am selected, | wll
continue to do what | think is right, and that,
you know, will at, probably at points in tine,
make solicitors angry, and at points in tine,

w || nmake defense attorneys angry, but | am as
close to people in the defense bar in York
County, as | amto people in the solicitor's
office in York County, so that -- | understand

t he concern, but he is ny boss now, and even
bei ng my boss now, | still operate by ny own

noral, ethical, and | egal code.

perhaps wap it up. And to the point you're
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M5. SHELTON:. That is not sonething that -- | nean, |

maki ng, soneone here anonynously has witten, in
fairly great detail, that you are one of the few
menbers of the solicitor's office who seemto
have the appropriate intentions, not only naking
fair offers, willing to negotiate, and willing to
dismss a case if it's sinply not eligible for
prosecution. You don't seek excessive penalties.
And so, effectively, maybe giving voice to the
conflict, perhaps, but nore to the point to your
I ndependence, and so, this business of becom ng a
j udge, and judging others, and forner enployers,
whet her it be a solicitor, a house nenber, a
majority | eader of the House of Representatives,
you' re being independent fromthe backroom
channel s, but nore dependent upon what is
presented to you, in front of you, on a day-in
and day-out basis. So to the 83 people that are
| i stening, watching, to see whether you can be

t hat i ndependent person to stand up, perhaps,
under the withering precedent of a conplaint
being filed against you, how do you di sassoci ate
yoursel f, and stiff armall of that, not just,
again, this context, but everybody, every

victims group, or every whatever?
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did think about that when deciding to do this,
because | have enjoyed having a very good
relationship with both the defense bar, and | aw
enforcenent, and with ny own office, for the past
20 plus years. And | know -- and |I'ma very
soci al person, and | enjoy being with people, and
| enjoy being around people, and | enjoy having
friendships, and I know, if I'mon the bench,
that that wll probably all go away, and | w ]|
have to becone this very independent person, and
as you said, stand up to maybe sone w thering
criticism If | didn't think that | could do it,
| woul d not have put nyself through this process.
As lovely as it has been, it still has been
challenging. It will not be without difficulty,
but | think anything that is worth doing, and
doing well, is going to also bring with it
difficulty, and if you are putting yourself in
that position to judge people, and to inpact
people's lives, you have to be willing to accept
that responsibility, and to accept that
difficulty, and accept that position that you
aren't -- that you may not be well |iked, that
you w Il make difficult decisions, that people

aren't going to |like you, and people aren't going
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SENATOR RANKIN:  Finally: when | joined this circuit,

MS. SHELTON: Thank you.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Thank you, Ms. Shelton, for your

to support every decision that you make, but if

you're going to put yourself in that position to
have that, for lack of a better word, power over
people's lives, you have to be wlling to accept

that for that burden.

she was the only senior female solicitor who was
ki nd, respectful, welcomng, and friendly to ne,
and a rare occurrence, which | find to be so

I nspirational and inpressive. You have the
character of soneone | wanted to be like. | |ook
up to her in many ways. That speaks vol unes for

you and | appreciate your candi dness with ne.

time and your patience for this today. | guess
we were a little ahead of schedul e getting there,
so maybe not as nmuch thanks for your patience as
we had to extend to sone yesterdays as we got
behi nd the proverbial eight ball. Nonetheless, |
appreci ate your public service to date, as noted
by others, and your offering for any service. |
woul d al so just extend a bit of congratul ations
to your sons on the pursuit of their Eagle Scout

awar ds.
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MS. SHELTON. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Early back in the 1900s, | earned ny
own Eagle Scott awards, came across it not too
|l ong ago. Good tines and fornmative in so many
ways. This is the conclusion of this portion of
the screening process. | do need to take the
opportunity, though, to rem nd you that, pursuant
to the Conm ssion's evaluative criteria, we
expect candidates to followthe letter as well as
the spirit of our state's ethics |aws, and we
view any violation or appearance of inpropriety
as very serious and potential for heavy weight in
our screening deliberations. And, as you know,
were the need to arise, if there was a concern
that arose prior to the formal rel ease of the
recorded qualifications, we can call you back for
further discussion. You're aware of all of that.

M5. SHELTON:. Yes, sir.

CHAI RMVAN CASKEY: Wonderful. Again, thank you for al
the many things |I said, and thank you for being
here today. | wi sh you all the best as you
travel hone safely.

MS. SHELTON. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Thank you, ma'am W are going to

proceed with our next candidate. | know the
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schedul e that you were led to believe as truth
now says |lunch now, but |unch has been del ayed.
Qur next candidate is here and rather than
finding ourselves not taking advantage of the
tine that we have, we will proceed with the next
candi dat e.

(Of the record)

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All right. Good afternoon. W will
proceed with the next screening. W have before
us M. Kinney, who is a candidate for seat two,
the third circuit of the Famly Court bench. Do
| have all of that right, sir?

MR KINNEY: That's correct.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: All right. If you woul d please
rai se your right hand.

VHEREUPON:

EDW N KI NNEY, being duly sworn and cauti oned
to speak the truth, the whole truth and nothing
but the truth, testifies as foll ows:

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: |f you would please state your ful
nane for the record.

MR KINNEY: Edw n Thonpson Ki nney.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Awesome. There shoul d be sone
docunents there in front of you. |f you would

pl ease take a nonent to review those.
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MR KINNEY: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Are those the personal data
questionnaire and the sworn statenent that you
submtted to the conm ssion?

MR KINNEY: They are.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Are there any updates or changes you
need to make?

MR. KINNEY: No, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Do you have any objections to our
i ncluding those in the record?

MR. KINNEY: No objection.

(EXH BIT NO 14 MARKED FOR

| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPCSES (19 pages)
PDQ

(EXH BIT NO 15 MARKED FOR

| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPOSES (7 pages)
Sworn statenent)

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al right. Let ne give staff just a
nmonment to do that. The Judicial Selection
Conmi ssi on has thoroughly investigated your
qualifications for the bench. Qur inquiry has
focused on the nine evaluative criteria and has
I ncl uded a thorough exam nation of your
application materials, a ballot box survey,

verification of your conpliance with state ethics
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MR KINNEY: Thank you, M. Chairman. This is ny

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Geat. Thank you both for being

| aws, a search of newspaper articles in which
your nane appears, a study of any previous
screeni ngs, and a check for econom c conflicts of
interest. W received no affidavits filed in
opposition to your election. No wtnesses are
present to testify, but before recognizing
counsel or giving you the opportunity to nake a
brief opening statenent, | noticed that sone fine
young fol ks have foll owed you into the room and
we woul d | ove to have an opportunity to neet them
If you'd like to introduce themor not, and we'll
just pretend this nonent didn't happen. It's up

to you.

w fe, Ashley Kinney, and this is nmy brother, WII

Ki nney.

here. Appreciate you being here on this sunny

afternoon. | think it's sunny out there. [|I'm
| ooki ng out the window. |'ve been in here since
along tine ago. In here it's sunny. Al right.

As | say, M. Kinney, if you d |ike to nake a
brief opening statenent, |'d be happy to hear
fromyou. Oherwise, | would recognize counsel

for questions.
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EXAM NATI ON
MR AUSTI N:
Q Good afternoon, M. Kinney.
A Good afternoon.
Q Wul d you please state for the record the city and
circuit in which you reside?
A | reside in Sunter in the Third Judicial Circuit.

MR AUSTIN. M. Chairman, | would note for the record
that based on the testinony contained in the
candi date's PDQ which has been included in the
record wth the candidate's consent, M. Kinney
meets the statutory requirenents for this
position regarding age, residence, and years of
practi ce.

Q M. Kinney, why do you want to serve as a famly court

j udge, and why do you feel that your |egal and

prof essi onal experience qualify and will assist you to

be an effective judge?

A Thank you. Well, you know, | really believe in the

MR KINNEY: | would just thank y"all for letting ne
be here, and | would defer the opening statenent.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Thank you, sir. M. Austin.

| dea of vocation and the idea of a calling to, you
know, something that's nmeaningful, and | think this is

a career path that | think would be very nmeaningful to
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me. It's kind of where | believe ny skill set and the
deep needs of this state and our conmmunity ki nd of
meet, and |'mvery excited about the opportunity to
serve as a famly court judge. | have been very
fortunate to have a really wde range of famly court
experience in ny tinme of practice. | practice
privately and represent parents and nothers and
fathers in divorces and child custody cases. |'ma
guardian ad litemin a lot of highly contested child
custody cases. | serve as a famly court nediator
where | nediate disputes and try to hel p people cone
to resolution before going to court. | have a | ot of
experience on what | would call the public docket, the
DSS cases where |'ve represented parents. |'ve been
appointed to represent parents in abuse and negl ect
cases and term nation of parental rights cases, and

| ' ve been a public defender and appoi nted counsel and
juvenile -- defended juveniles. And now |l'ma public
-- I"mthe prosecutor in Sunter and C arendon
counties. |'mpart-tine. |'ma juvenile prosecutor,
so | manage the juvenile docket in those two counties,
and so all that to say, | think | have a really w de
range of experience in famly court, and |I'm hunbl ed
to have the chance to offer to serve ny community and

my state.
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Thank you. M. Kinney, you sort of answered a bit of
this already, but | would |ike to ask you, are there
any areas of the |aw for which you woul d need

addi tional preparation in order to serve as a famly
court judge, and how woul d you handl e that additiona
preparation if needed?

Vell, I've been fortunate to have -- |'ve kind of done
it all infamly court, but I, you know, there's, in
our comunity there's probably |ess high net worth
divorces than some of the bigger communities in our
state, but I'mvery famliar with the concepts, and
|'ve done the division of property and the division of
debt, but | certainly would rely on counsel, rely on
attorneys in those types of cases, and would continue
to keep nyself abreast of the law and to really kind
of stay updated on all the changes in the |law, but,
you know, | feel fortunate to be prepared and have
good experience, but | certainly would al ways be

| earning and to gain nore experience as | go.

Thank you. And to just follow up on that, M. Kinney,
woul d you briefly describe your experience in handling
conpl ex or contested famly court matters,
specifically, specific experience with financia
aspects of that famly court work a little bit?

Yes, sir. |'ve been involved in a lot of highly
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contested custody cases, particularly as a guardian ad
litem ['ve had a ot of relocation cases where |'ve
had to travel out of state, flown somewhere across the
country to do an investigation where there was a hotly
contested i ssue about one parent wanting to rel ocate.
|'ve had a | ot of experience in mlitary cases, being
from Sunter, Shaw, the Arny and Air Force are there,
so we have a |lot of people that [ive in South
Carolina, but get PCS d el sewhere, so that's an area
that |'ve had really good experience in. | have had a
| ot of experience in mlitary divorces, but on the
financial aspects as well, with dividing retirenent

pl ans, TSP, survivor benefit plan, it kind of is
another winkle of conplexity, and |'ve been fortunate
to be able to represent parties in those types of
cases as wel|.

Thank you. M. Kinney, the Comm ssion received 146
bal | ot box surveys regarding you, with 30 additiona
comments which were overwhel mngly positive. The
bal | ot box survey, for exanple, contained the
follow ng positive comments: Excellent attorney and
wi Il be a wonderful addition to the bench. Thonpson
Kinney has the perfect disposition for a judge. He is
smart and know edgeable on the [aw, his demeanor is

always calm and he listens to all sides.
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Level - headed, fair, and consistent. There was only
one negative coment which expressed sonme concern with
your work ethic. What response would you offer to

that concern?

| don't really know exactly what that -- | was a
little surprised by that cooment. | like to think
that |'ve always had a good work ethic. |'ve started

my own law firmand have built a really busy casel oad,
but | certainly take it to heart and know that there
was some tinme where sonmebody got that inpression of

me, and it's very hunbling to hear that type of
comment, and | certainly take it to heart and will
ensure -- but | would disagree with it, but |
certainly would do sone self-reflection on that point.
Thank you. M. Kinney, since your |ast screening,
you' ve been involved in two lawsuits. The first
lawsuit in 2024 was filed in the result of an

aut onobi | e accident in Sunter County, and you were
appoi nted as a special admnistrator for Carl B. Jones
for the purposes of allow ng proceedings to be brought
agai nst the decedent's estate. Could you just briefly
explain the nature and disposition of the |awsuit?
Yes, sir. | was asked by another attorney, a
col l eague of mne, to be the special admnistrator on

a gentleman that was deceased, and they had to open
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the estate to be able to file a lawsuit, and so ny
role was mnisterial to apply to be the specia
admnistrator and then to accept service, and that was
my limted nature in that case.

Thank you. And the second lawsuit also filed in 2024
was the result of an autonobile accident in Sunter
County, and you were appointed as the speci al

admni strator for the estate of Rosa Lee Lowy Jones
for the sole purpose of bringing a suit on the
decedent's behalf. Could you just briefly explain
that one as well?

The same thing. | have done this fromtime to tine
where a col | eague of mne have asked me to do that.
For the sane exact purpose, to be the special
admnistrator to accept service on behalf of the
estate of a deceased person.

(kay. And shifting focus just a little bit. How
woul d you handl e a potential conflict of interest

i nvolving you or a famly nenber?

| would -- | would be very cautious. | know we have a
duty under the Canons to sit when possible and to hear
cases, but | think it's very -- you know, | think
seriously the idea of any appearance of inpropriety
and woul d certainly be very cautious and proceed with

caution in accordance with the Canons.
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Thank you. | would note that the Pee Dee Citizens
Commttee found M. Kinney qualified in the evaluative
criteria of constitutional qualifications, physical
health, and nental stability. The commttee found him
wel | qualified in the evaluative criteria of ethica
fitness, professionalism and academ c ability,
character, reputation, experience, and judicia
tenperament. The commttee provided no additional
summary. Just a few housekeeping issues. JMSC
procedural Rule 17 includes a prohibition of any

candi date fromattendi ng or watching any portion of
the live streamor recordings of the public hearings
of this cycle until after all hearings are concl uded.
Have you watched or |istened to any of the hearings
before your appearance today?

No, | have not.

Has any ot her person relayed any information about any
of the proceedings before this conm ssion to you?

No, sir.

M. Kinney, are you aware that as a judici al

candi date, you are bound by the Code of Judicia
Conduct as found in Rule 501 of the South Carolina
Appel | ate Court Rul es?

Yes, sSir.

M. Kinney, since submtting your letter of intent,
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have you contacted any nmenbers of the conm ssion about

your candi dacy?

No, | have not.

Are you famliar with Section 2-19-70, including the

limtations on contacting nmenbers of the Genera

Assenbl y regardi ng your screening?

Yes, sir.

Since submtting your letter of intent, have you

sought or received the pledge of any |legislator either

prior to the state or pending the outcome of your

screeni ng?

No, sir.

Have you asked any third parties to contact menbers of

the General Assenbly on your behalf or are you aware

of anyone attenpting to intervene in this process on

your behal f?

No, sir.

Have you reviewed and do you understand that the

conm ssion's guidelines on pledging and South Carolina

Code 2-19-70(E)?

Yes, sir.

MR AUSTIN. | would just note for the record that any
concerns raised during the investigation
regarding the candidate were incorporated into

the questioning of the candidate today. M.
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Chai rman, | have no further questions.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Thank you, sir. Menbers of the

3 3D

conm ssion have questions. M. Stegnaier?
STEGVAI ER M. Kinney, good afternoon.

KI NNEY: Good afternoon.

STEGVAI ER° When | was exam ni ng your record ahead
of the hearing, | noted that you had worked for

General Ml ligan.

KI NNEY: Yes, sir.

STEGVAIER: | consider hima true renai ssance nan.
VWhat was that experience like? |'massumng you
consi der hima nentor.

KINNEY: | do. He's also ny uncle.

STEGVAI ER:  Ckay.

KINNEY: So full disclosure.

STEGWAI ER  Ckay.

KINNEY: But Tomis a nentor of mne. | went to

work with himright out of |aw school and ny
brother used to work with himas well when he was
in private practice. You know, he really taught
me how to do things right. | really consider him
a nentor about the way he operated his firm but
the interesting thing that he allowed ne to do
was to do new things, including famly court. He

all oned me to have the freedomto go and get the
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public defender contracts and to start doing
cases of |legal services when | first started.

And he really gave ne -- he wanted ne to go out
and find new things to do, and that's how | ended
up building ny owmn practice and then went off and
started my own firm He is famly, but he's al so
a dear nentor to ne. | certainly agree with your
assessnent, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Representative Jordan. My
apol ogi es.

REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: Wl cone.

MR KINNEY: Thank you.

REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN. Help nme renenber a couple
things. You were here |ast year, correct?

MR KINNEY: That's correct.

REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: And | seemto renenber there
was a little bit of a question. | think you were
nmoving to Sunter |ast year.

MR KINNEY: That's correct, sir.

REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: Made the nove fully into the
community now it sounds like it seens.

MR KINNEY: That's right, sir. So |ast year we had
just we're under contract on a house and we were
novi ng back to Sunter as | was running. And ne

and ny wife are both from Sunter and we nmade the
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nove in last spring and we're there and it's been
wonderful. | hope ny wife agrees with me. W
won't make her say that on the record maybe, but
| think she agrees. Qur children are in school.
| have a five mnute commute to work now and so
It's been wonderful and |I'mvery thankful that ne
running last tine sort of got the process noving
to Sunter and I'mhere. | didn't expect to be
here again this year, honestly, but here | am and
' mvery thankf ul

REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: Well, as | renenber |ast year,
It was the bottomline was there's just two
really good candi dates, you and Judge Buxton, |
t hi nk.

MR KINNEY: That's correct.

REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: And |I'mglad to see you back.

MR KINNEY: Yes, sir.

REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: Because | think your screening
went snoothly last tine.

MR. KI NNEY: Yes.

REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: Everything went snooth.

MR. KINNEY: Thank you, sir.

REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: G ad you're acclimated in
Sunter. Sorry you're going to lose to the

Fl orence athletic teans when they play each
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ot her.

MR KINNEY: Well, yes, sir. W had a couple of those
ganes this year. That's correct.

REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN:  |I'Il cut it short for other
menbers, but again, glad to see you back.

MR. KINNEY: Yes, sir. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Senat or Wl ker.

SENATOR WALKER:  Thank you, M. Chair. And really, ny
comment is for the edification of the group. But
| had the opportunity to be on the other side of
a case with M. Kinney. | think at that tine you
were an assistant city attorney or city
prosecutor for Forest Acres.

MR KINNEY: Right, that's correct.

SENATOR WALKER:  And | can tell you he has a good feel
for cases, very bal anced perspective, even keel,
smart. And 1've also seen you in action over in
Sunter. And so if there's anyone who has
questions about his work ethic, well, you know,
he was taking on indigent defense cases, and he
was back and forth between Col unbia and Sunter.
And so |'ve just seen firsthand your work ethic,
but al so just being on the other side of the case
wth you and just know that you are very snmart.

And |'mglad that you have offered yourself once
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agai n, serve the people of South Carolina, but
this tinme in a nuch wider capacity. So | hope it
goes well for you.

MR KINNEY: Thank you, Senator.

CHAI RVMAN CASKEY: M. Kinney, | join ny colleagues and
t hank you for offering for service. | would be
remss if | didn't take note of the letters of
reconmendation that you have, which all reflect
hi ghly on you. And so as to not disappoint M.
McEl veen, | will nmention his name in public. He
likes it when you tal k about himin various
forum And he wote a wonderful letter on your
behalf. So if you see the good senator before |
do, please say hello for us.

MR KINNEY: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al so, and perhaps by way of closing
out here, | want to just nmake sure that we share
wth you sone of the feedback that we got through
the ballot box survey that is really a credit to
you and the work that you've done and the
reputati on you have earned as a | awyer and as a
person. As you heard earlier, you know, this is
replete with reference to being even tenpered,
incredibly smart and tal ented, perfect deneanor,

har dwor ki ng, consci entious, smart, kind and
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consi derate, but no pushover. One conment stuck
with nme. Thonpson isn't just a great |awer,
he's a great person. | think that matters. And
I nsofar as we can do anything in this conm ssion
to help elevate our state's judiciary through the
determ nation of qualification for great people,
| think we ought to do that. And | appreciate
you being that person that we can perhaps, we'll
see, find qualified and enpowered to serve and
represent our profession and our judiciary. So
thank you wth all of that. Yeah, let ne just
stop there. Thank you. Again, this wll
conclude this portion of the screening process.

MR KINNEY: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: | do need to note that pursuant to
the conm ssion's evaluative criteria, the
conm ssi on expects candidates to follow the
letter as well as the spirit of our state's
ethics laws, and we would view any violation or
appearance of inpropriety as very serious and
potentially deserving of heavy weight in our
screeni ng deliberations. And as you know, the
record will remain open until the formal release
of the qualifications report and should the need

arise, we can call you back to have a di scussion
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about that if, again, the need were to arise.
You understand all of that?

MR KI NNEY: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Wénderful. Thank you. Thank you
for being here. Wsh you and your wife well as
you travel hone safely. And, WII, if you're
staying, great. |If you're leaving, | hope you
travel safely too. Thank you all.

MR KINNEY: Thank you all.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: W sh you a great afternoon.

MR KINNEY: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: W th that, upon notion of M.

St egmai er, seconded by M. Protopapas, we will go
Into executive session to receive a lega
briefing.
(OFF THE RECORD)
(Executive session was held from12:23 to 1:51)

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Good afternoon everyone. We will go
back on the record as we have conme out of
executive session. For the record, while we were
I n executive session receiving a |legal briefing,
no decisions were made and no votes were taken.
We will resume with our screenings of candi dates.
Today before us, we have Ms. Marissa Jacobson

who is a candidate for Seat 7 in the 9th Grcuit
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Fam |y Court. Do | have that right?

M5. JACOBSON: Yes.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: |f you woul d, please, raise your
ri ght hand.

VHEREUPON
MARI SSA JACOBSQON, being duly sworn and
cautioned to speak the truth, the whole truth and
nothing but the truth, testifies as follows:

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Thank you, ma'am |f you woul d,
pl ease state your full name for the record.

M5. JACOBSON: Marissa K. Jacobson.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Ms. Jacobson, there should be some
docunments in front of you. |If you would, please
take a nonent to review those.

M5. JACOBSON. Ckay.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Are those the personal data
questionnaire and sworn statenment that you have
submtted to the conm ssion?

M5. JACOBSON: Yes.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Are there any updates or changes t hat
need to be nade to those?

M5. JACOBSON: No.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All right. Do you have any objection
to our including those in the record?

M5. JACOBSON: | do not.

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com




© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N N N N NN P P P P P PP PR
o A W N P O © 0 N O 0o M W N P+, O

TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
Page 155

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al right. Let nme give staff just a

M5. JACOBSON: | would just like to say thank you al

(EXH BIT NO. 16 MARKED FOR

| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPOSES (16 pages)
PDQ

(EXH BIT NO. 17 MARKED FOR

| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPCSES (7 pages)

Sworn statenent)

monment to do that. The Judicial Merit Selection
Conmi ssi on has thoroughly investigated your
qualifications for the bench. Qur investigation,
excuse ne, our inquiry has focused on the nine
eval uative criteria and has included a thorough
review of your application materials, a ball ot
box survey, a verification of your conpliance
with state ethics |aws, search of newspaper
articles in which your nane appears, a study of
any previous screenings, and a check for economc
conflicts of interest. W have received no
affidavits filed in opposition to your election,
and there are no witnesses here to testify. |If
you'd like to make a brief opening statenent, |'d
be happy to hear fromyou. Qherw se, | would
recogni ze staff counsel to begin with sone

guesti ons.

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com



© 00 N oo o B~ W N

N T N N S T N N o e =
g A W N P O © O N oo o A W N P, O

TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
Page 156

BY MS. BAKER:
Q

for your service and conmtment to this process.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Thank you, na'am Ms. Baker?
EXAM NATI ON

Thank you, M. Chairman. M. Jacobson, please state

for the record the city and circuit in which you

reside?

Charl eston County, and Ninth Judicial Circuit.

Thank you.

M5. BAKER M. Chairman, | note for the record that
based on the testinony contained in the
candi date's PDQ, which has been included in the
record with the candidate's consent, Marissa
Jacobson neets the statutory requirenents for
this position regarding age, residence, and years
of practice.

Ms. Jacobson, why do you want to serve as a famly

court judge, and why do you feel |ike your |egal and

prof essi onal experience qualify and will assist you to

be an effective judge?

Well, | would like to be a fam |y court judge because

It would be an opportunity to serve the community.

It's an opportunity to give back to the |egal

profession. There's an opportunity to protect

children and an opportunity to overall inprove the
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fam |y court experience for litigants, attorneys,
peopl e who cone into the court room

Thank you. Ms. Jacobson, are there any areas of the
| aw for which you woul d need additional preparation in
order to serve as a famly court judge and how woul d
you handl e that additional preparation?

| don't Dbelieve that | woul d need any additiona
preparation. And if | could go back to the |ast
question and share ny experience with everyone. So |
have been on a famly court practitioner for the |ast
20 years. |'ve had a very well-rounded | aw practice.
|'ve had an opportunity to represent litigants and
serve wards in nearly every type of famly court
litigation that comes before the famly court. |
believe that this gives nme a unique and bal anced
perspective that would translate well on the famly
court bench. ['ve handled marital litigation, sinple
and extremely conplicated. |'ve handled contested
custody matters, grandparent visitation and custody.
|'ve served as a guardian ad litemin private divorce
matters, in DJJ matters, in DSS matters, and for

vul nerable adults. [|'ve represented mnors in
Department of Juvenile Justice actions. 1've handled
domestic abuse matters, termnation of parental rights

matters and adoptions, |'ve brought those and |'ve
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def ended agai nst those. |'ve handled cases where --

children are in foster care, but they are also dually

involved in DJJ. |'ve handl ed cases that involve sex
trafficking and child pornography. |'ma certified
famly court mediator. | appear before the court two

to three tines a week, and | believe | have the proper
tenperanent and ability to serve as famly court

] udge.

Thank you. And you've touched on this with your |ast
response, but could you describe your experience in
handl i ng conpl ex contested famly court matters and
specifically discuss your experience wth the
financial aspects of famly court work?

As far as conplex contested custody matters, |'ve
handl ed contested custody matters that include

rel ocation, custody nmatters that involve children with
speci al needs, custody natters where there may be
parental alienation, custody natters where a child's

fate may hang in the balance. As far as financial

matters, | have handl ed every type of alinony,
equi table division. | have hel ped divide multi-
mllion dollar businesses for litigants. |'mfamliar

with conparative narket anal yses, enterprise good
wi I, personal good will, and business val uations as

wel | .
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Thank you. Ms. Jacobson, the Conm ssion received 152
bal | ot box surveys regarding you with 41 additional
comrents. The ballot box survey, for exanple, contain
the follow ng positive conmments: Marissa is an
exceptional attorney with an even tenperanent and
denmeanor that would be welconed as a judge. She is
organi zed, know edgeabl e, respectful, and well -
respected in the legal community. M. Jacobson is
wel | -rounded, experienced famly |aw attorney. She
has experience in all aspects of famly court. She
has a good personality and understands the denmands of
being a fam |y court judge. She'd nake an excellent
addition to the bench. And finally, She has a vast
know edge of famly law, including conplex custody and
marital litigation, juvenile defense, child support
cases, and DSS cases in which she defends her clients
zeal ously. N ne of the witten conments expressed
concerns, while many positive coments noted your
experience in famly court, approximtely five

i ndi cated that you did not have the experience in
famly court to be a judge. Wat response would you
offer to this concern?

It's possible that someone is not aware of the
experience that | have. Perhaps they work in a

different county. Perhaps they haven't seen me in 10
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years. | continue to practice in every area of famly
| aw, continue to always be learning. | would just say

that | do feel like | have proper experience to serve
as a famly court judge.

Thank you. And Ms. Jacobson, the other concern

I ndi cated that you | acked professionalismin the
courtroom \Wat response would you offer to this
concern regardi ng your professionalismin the
courtroon?

Vll, | hate to hear that. | hate that someone was
left with that inpression. It's an inportant issue.
"1l take it under advisement and act appropriately
accordingly.

Thank you. Ms. Jacobson, since your |ast screening,
you were naned in a lawsuit in federal court.

However, it appears you were never served and this
matter has been dismssed. |s that your understandi ng
of this case?

That's correct.

How woul d you handl e a potential conflict of interest

i nvolving -- potential conflicts of interest involving
you or a famly nenber?

| would followthe judicial canons and use those as ny
gui de and recuse mnysel f.

| would note that the Low Country Citizens Conmttee
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found Ms. Jacobson qualified in the evaluative
criteria of constitutional qualifications, physical
health and nmental stability, and well-qualified in the
eval uative criteria of ethical fitness, professiona
and academ c ability, character, reputation,
experience, and judicial tenperament. The conmttee
al so commented: very good experience, reasonable,
fair, understanding, has worked all sides of famly
court, affable, well-qualified, and caring. And just
a few housekeeping issues. JMSC procedural Rule 17

I ncludes the prohibition of any candi date from
attending or watching any portion of the |ivestream or
recordings of the public hearings of this cycle until
after all hearings are concluded. Have you watched or
|istened to any of these hearings before your

appear ance today?

| have not.

Have any ot her person relayed any information about
any of the proceedings before this comm ssion to you?
No, ma' am

Ms. Jacobson, are you aware that as a judicial

candi date, you are bound by the Code of Judicia
Conduct as found in Rule 501 of the South Carolina
Appel | ate Court Rul es?

Yes.
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Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
contacted any nenbers of the Comm ssion about your
candi dacy?

| have not.

Are you famliar with Section 2-19-70, including the
limtations on contacting menbers of the Genera
Assenbl y regardi ng your screening?

| am

Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
sought or received the pledge of any |legislator either
prior to this date or pending the outcone of your
screeni ng?

| have not.

Have you asked any third parties to contact menbers of
the General Assembly on your behalf or are you aware
of anyone attenpting to intervene in this process on
your behal f?

| have not and | do not.

Have you reviewed and do you understand the

Comm ssion's guidelines on pledging and South Carolina
Code Section 2-19-70(e)?

Yes, nma'am

| would just note for the record that any concerns

rai sed during the investigation regarding the

candi date were incorporated into the questioning of

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com



© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N N N N NN P P P P P PP PR
o A W N P O © 0 N O 0o M W N P+, O

TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

Page 163

t he candi dat e today.

IVS.

BAKER. M. Chairman, | have no further questions.

CHAI RVMAN CASKEY: Thank you, nma'am Menbers of the

20D

Conmi ssi on have questions? M. Protopapas?

PROTOPAPAS: Thank you. Wl cone.

JACOBSON:  Thank you.

PROTOPAPAS: You said in your introduction that you
wanted to inprove the famly court experience.
Can you explain what is -- what is it you see in
the famly court experience now that you think is
probl ematic that woul d need i nprovenent ?

JACOBSON: Wl |, there are a fewthings. As far as
I mproving the famly court experience, |'m
speaki ng about for litigants. | hear frequently
that they are not confortable in the famly court
and that they do not feel they are being heard.
And being heard in a famly court is the nost
I nportant thing to sonmeone who is there. Every
famly court case is extrenely inportant,
especially to the person whose life it's
affecting, and that's every single person that
cones through the famly court. So continuing to
I nprove the systemby listening, letting people
be heard, nmaking them feel confortable when they

wal k in the courtroom |It's a public courtroom
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| think that famly court could get up to speed
wth e-filing. | think that that would be

hel pful . Always bringing attention to civility,
whi ch sonetinmes can be an issue. Especially when
there are enotionally charged cases such as
famly court. So those are a few exanples of how
| think that | could inprove the famly court.

PROTOPAPAS: Wul d you agree with nme that civility
Is set by the bench?

JACOBSON: | believe that we all have an oath of
civility, attorneys and judges. And | take that
oath very seriously, and | hope that others do as
wel | .

PROTOPAPAS: Sure. But if a judge shows
incivility, wouldn't you believe that it also
encourages incivility within the court itself
wth lawers to perfornf

JACOBSON: Absol utely.

PROTOPAPAS: And so as a -- as a applicant of
sonmebody who is putting thenself forward to be a
judge if you were to becone a judge, how woul d
you enforce civility within your courtroonf

JACOBSON: Well, the way that other judges do, by
bringing to litigants' and/or attorneys'

attention in a respectful, non-deneaning, non-
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hum | i ati ng manner that we have all taken an oath
of civility, and that the court expects that
everyone do so.

MR. PROTOPAPAS. So in those highly charged nonents
wthin the famly court, there's a balance that's
happening. Right? One is you're going to have
to make a decision, and soneone is going to be
upset. And that's fair. That's what judges have
to do. However, what a judge aligned appears to
be that when you don't either humli ate,
enbarrass, or unduly harass a litigant before
that judge. Right?

M5. JACOBSON: Absolutely. | think that you're right,
that sonmetines there's going to be bad news
comng out of a famly court decision. How you
deliver that news to a litigant and/or an
attorney is very valuable. Nonverbal and verbal
conmuni cati on needs to al ways be respectful,
restrained, calm pleasant.

MR. PROTOPAPAS: And a litigant could be represented
by an attorney from say, Richland County or
G eenville County or anywhere and be down in
Berkel ey. Right?

M5. JACOBSON: Sure.

MR. PROTOPAPAS: And that |awer should be treated the
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MR.

IMS.

same as any of the local |awers?

JACOBSON: Absol utely. Everyone that cones in the
courtroom shoul d be treated exactly the sane.

PROTOPAPAS: And if you were to be a judge in
Ber kel ey County, you woul dn't show preference or
deference to a |l ocal attorney over an attorney
froma different jurisdiction. Wuld you?

JACOBSON: | woul d not .

PROTOPAPAS: And you'd find that an inappropriate
conduct for a judge to act that way?

JACOBSON: Yes. | believe sone people call that
honme cooking. And | haven't really seen that
happen, but |'ve heard about it.

PROTOPAPAS: You' ve not seen hone cooki ng?

JACOBSON: |'ve been very fortunate to appear in
front of judges that | believe are excellent
judges, and | have not experienced that. | have
heard of others experiencing that. [|'m aware of
what you're tal king about, and that woul d not
take place if | were to becone a famly court
j udge.

PROTOPAPAS: And so wal k through me with this -- a
little bit through your practice right now. So
you're in private practice. You're a solo.

JACOBSON: That's right.
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2D

3

3

PROTOPAPAS: (kay. And 10 percent of your practice
is crimnal?

JACOBSON: Probabl y.

PROTOPAPAS: And the part that is famly, how nuch
of that is DSS rel ated?

JACOBSON: |'d say probably 40 percent.

PROTOPAPAS: And then the bal ance of that practice
Is just private litigants?

JACOBSON: Private litigation. And | do private
guardian ad litemwork as well.

PROTOPAPAS: And how nuch is -- how nuch of your
practice is private guardi an work?

JACOBSON: What percentage are we at? 60? | nean,
maybe 20.

PROTOPAPAS: | can start making it up.

JACOBSON: Ckay. If we're at 60, then | would say
20.

PROTOPAPAS: Cot it. So you've got 10 percent
crimnal, 40 percent DSS rel ated, 20 percent
woul d be guardian ad Iitem so 30 percent woul d
be private practice? Sonething |ike that?

JACOBSON: That's right.

PROTOPAPAS: (kay. So in the 30 percent of your
practice that deals with private divorce, how

many of them have gone to trial, Iike in the |ast
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12 nont hs?

M5. JACOBSON. None have gone to trial in the last 12
nmont hs. However, | do have one that is pending
right now for a five day trial. And it should be
heard some tinme in 2026.

MR PROTOPAPAS. How many tinmes do you have to retain
a CPA or other business valuation expert in your
cases? Is it every case, is it every now and
t hen?

M5. JACOBSON: Not necessarily. It just depends on
the conplexity of the financial issues. |If it's
j ust adding and subtracting and it's a nortgage
or, you know, very finite assets, | don't have a

probl em handling those. But if we're talking

about dividing | arge busi nesses, other -- nore
conplicated assets, like trusts or things of
that nature, then absolutely, I'"'mbringing in a

forensi c accountant.

MR. PROTOPAPAS: Have you dealt wth the trust issue
W thin a divorce setting?

M5. JACOBSON: | have not. |'ve dealt with a personal
representative comng in for a deceased person
in the mdst of litigation. So I guess you
could say the estate of.

MR. PROTOPAPAS: Have you dealt wth a situation where
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a litigant would have created a set-aside trust
or a springing trust one in which would be used
to hide marital assets for a future divorce?

JACOBSON: | haven't been -- | haven't run across
that thus far.

PROTOPAPAS: You see that the jurisdiction of the
famly court is one which could reach into a
marital asset, even if it has been cloaked in
the hands of a third-party, be it an LLC a trust
or sonething of that nature?

JACOBSON: Full financial disclosure is very
Important in famly court.

PROTOPAPAS: And you woul d expect all litigants
and enforce the rules necessary that all
litigants have full disclosure regardless of how
t hey shi el ded | egal ownership of an equitable
pi ece of property in famly court?

JACOBSON: You can only divide a nmartial estate if
you have captured the entire marital estate.

PROTOPAPAS: |s there a famly court judge that
you' ve been before that you would like to
enmul at e when on the bench?

JACOBSON: Judge Alice Anne Richter is one judge
that | really enjoy appearing in front of. And

Judge Daniel Martin is another judge that |
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bel i eve -- they both have wonderful deneanors,
they are very thoughtful. | enjoy practicing in

front of them

MR PROTOPAPAS: Thank you.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: O her nenbers of the -- pardon ne.
O her nenbers of the Conm ssion have questions?
Senat or Ranki n?

SENATOR RANKIN: Just a few. And | applaud your
candi dacy. You have been before here, and I --
forgive me for not recalling exactly. How |ong
ago was that?

M5. JACOBSON:. Six years.

SENATOR RANKIN: Al'l right. And that was for a famly
court position?

M5. JACOBSON:. That's right. For the 9th Judi ci al
Crcuit.

SENATOR RANKIN: All right. And I renmenber your
husband fondly in, | think, prior screenings.
He is retired hallelujah or retired?

M5. JACOBSON: He's very happy to be retired. He's
living his best life. He's --

SENATOR RANKIN: Is his nane Joel Osteen?

M5. JACOBSON: No. He is doing nediation,
arbitration, and he's actually picked up a few

extra roles in HBO seri es.
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SENATOR RANKIN: Wow. | will not go --

M5. JACOBSON: So he's kind of a novie star now.

SENATOR RANKIN: |I'm not going to chase that rabbit
for the benefit of -- that will be another
conversation. And the -- in this math gane that
you were playing as you were equitably dividing
your tinme percentage-w se, you list nediation as
well in terns of what you're doing since 2000
and --

M5. JACOBSON. | believe for the last three or four
years, |'ve been working as a certified famly
court mnedi ator.

SENATOR RANKIN: And |I'mcurious as to what percentage
of your practice, not dollars but tine, to go
into the Peter Protopapas m x of days and hours?

M5. JACOBSON: | shoul d have considered that in ny
cal cul ations, but | would say | generally
medi ate about two to three cases a nonth.

SENATOR RANKIN: All right. So percentage of your
time in that nonth is approximately -- all of
that is famly court. Correct?

M5. JACOBSON:. All family court mediation. Trying to
hel p people cone to resol utions.

SENATOR RANKIN: Al'l right. And that in the advent of

no jury trials -- or they are, but not in famly
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court. But the waning of jury trials across the
| andscape of common pl eas, general sessions,
etc. Simlarly, | guess, in ternms of trials or
conflicts in cases that go to trial at the
famly court, do you find that nediation is
becom ng nore and nore successful and hel ps
judges and hel ps the litigants?
M5. JACOBSON: Absolutely. | believe the majority of

cases do settle. And we have excel |l ent

mediators in the Lowountry that | work with

when | have cases. You know, the goal --
| east, ny phil osophy as an attorney is to
attenpt to get an agreenent for ny client

can. That's favorable to them And | do

nost cases resolve in nmediation. Sonetines

famly court judges, if the case is very
conplicated, may order a second round of

nedi ation. And sonetinmes that 1S success

And if you can't settle a case wth nediation

try it.

SENATOR RANKIN: There are areas of the state,
that are highlighted as the nore contenti
areas. And | woul d suggest to you, you'r
it.

M5. JACOBSON: | believe so.

at

i fol

see

ful.

sone
ous

ein
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SENATOR RANKIN: And you're adjoining Low Country
wat er drinking areas, Charleston perhaps.
M5. JACOBSON: |'m born and raised in Charl eston.

famliar with the bar. | grewup with this

|"ve been interested in practicing | aw since |
was 12 years old. |'ve always been surrounded

around attorneys. And |I've always been taught

by the wonderful nmentors that |'ve had that

civility is of the utnost inportance. And |

woul d continue to echo that if | were to becone

a famly court judge.

SENATOR RANKIN: Wl |, and two of earlier questions,
and | -- either it is so, or it is just |egend

that folks like to point out that there -- your

area and the Charleston area, fraught wth
incivility and | awers that apparently are

litigants that just can't get along and the

to the judge and they charge the bejeebers out

of their clients, and the they run back to the

judge. |Is that endem c of that area, or is

just the culture right now, or what do you

attribute that to, and did you see that in your

own practice, and do you see it in the nediation

wor | d?

M5. JACOBSON: Resources help litigate, so people

"' m

bar .

run

it

who
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have a | ot of noney can litigate | onger. And
there just may be nore pockets of wealth in

certain areas of Charleston. It's possible.

SENATOR RANKI N But resources or not, | nean, in

terns of encouragi ng either behavior or
efficiency, again, have -- you' ve seen that, |
guess, wth sone of the wealthier cases and
clients that you've tried to nediate. |'mall
for attorneys nmaking a living and, again, not t
say that one does it wong if they're charging.
But |'mcurious, and | do believe that you wll
have a unique role, and not just bystander, as
participant, but the people of the state wl|
depend on you to demand civility and puni sh

| awyers or litigants who waste the court's tine
or waste the other side's noney fighting over

stupid, frivolous things. So how --

MS. JACOBSON: Well, there are sanctions avail abl e,

attorney's fees. Usually noney nmakes people

st op.

SENATOR RANKIN: So you're nodding your head in

affirmation of that, | guess, statenent. But
how do you particularly, different perhaps in
ot hers that you've seen. How do you see

yourself taking the reigns and pulling that

o

a
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runaway billing horse or crazy case from nutual

destruction. How do you see your role as --

M5. JACOBSON: Wl l, we do have a 365 day benchmark

for cases in famly court. They often |ast

| onger than one year, but they are supposed to
be filed and resolved within a year if possible.
Sonetinmes finding court time for a trial may be
chal  engi ng, that may extend a case. Cases can
take on different, | guess, elenents, things pop
up. But | understand that a famly court judge
does need to keep people in line as far as being

appropriate in court, not wasting the court's

time, not filing frivolous notions. [|'m aware
of that. | don't always believe that that -- |
don't believe that's the majority. | just think

that probably it's the mnority, and that's what

you hear about the nost.

SENATOR RANKIN: So -- and earlier hearings over the

| ast six and half to 10 weeks that we've been
here since yesterday, one |ine of questioning,
again, by our friend over here, the

mat hematician, the -- and in all candor here,
your job is nore fraught with life and death
consequences of not just soneone bei ng sentenced

to death in a capital case or tine in a general
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M5. JACOBSON: |'mjust very -- |I'mvery reasonable.

SENATOR RANKIN: W heard earlier today a judge

sessions case, or noney in a comon pleas case.
But famlies being torn or reunited. |'mtold,
and |'ve wtnessed, adoption day is the happiest
day, happiest day of a famly court judge. But
to you, the person not the judge, how do you
foresee maintaining a healthy nental bal ance and
not being burdened by the things that you've

t al ked about at your opening, all that you've

done? How do you keep your peace and your hope?

| believe in wellness, being conpassionate. You
know, | try not to engage if soneone else is
ugly. Practicing law, there are ways to put up,
| guess, protections in that way. It really
does not happen to ne very regularly. | get
along very well with the majority of the bar.

So that does not really happen to be -- | think
I f people see that |'mon the other side of the
case, they know that |I'mgoing to be very
serious, I'magoing to advocate for ny client in
a no-nonsense manner. But |'malso going to
want to have respect and to -- | will treat them

with respect as well.

unopposed who effectively neasuring the
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tenperature and the heart rate in the room and
effectively suggested, and in one case, he
literally told everybody to sit down as they
were about to start a proceeding and have a
conversation to cool the room

M5. JACOBSON:. Sure, | nean, every famly court judge
probably has their own things that they do to
help | ower the tenperature in the courtroom
Judges are -- they are supposed to encourage
settlenent between parties. And | would do that
as wel | .

SENATOR RANKI N: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Senator Wal ker?

SENATOR WALKER: Thank you, M. Chair. And good
afternoon to you, M. Jacobson.

M5. JACOBSON: Good afternoon.

SENATOR WALKER: | am pouring over the coments about
you and the ballot box survey and the lion share
of themare laudatory. But there is one conment
that junped out at nme, and this is beyond your
control. This coment is, you know, this person
says purely denographical. That's really, |
woul d say, a euphemismfor diversity. You know,
in the current political zeitgeist or climte,

that word seens to be, you know, sonewhat a --
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consi dered pariah right now And this person's
concern has to do with the fact that, | think in
Ber kel ey County, there are three slots. Two of
those three slots are currently -- and you can
correct ne if I"'mwong on the nunber, but |'m
thinking -- | believe three slots in famly
court.

M5. JACOBSON: That's right.

SENATOR WALKER: Two of the three slots are occupied
by wonmen. This person says he has concerns
about a lack of diversity with respect to
gender, you know, for the famly court bench,
you know, in Berkeley County. Now granted,
what's nost inportant is nerit. Right? And we
want judges that have the tenperanent, that have
t he bona fides, that have the experience. But
" mal so one of those individuals who believes
t hat we should be pulling talent from
everywhere, fromevery community, whether it's
based on col or, gender, etc. And so what say
you to the concern that has been expressed by
this individual regarding what appears to be a,
| guess, a lack of diversity, a paucity of
diversity with respect to gender on the famly

court bench in Berkeley County?
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M5. JACOBSON. Well, there are two famly court judges
that are currently in Berkeley County. They are
both wonen. Before that, two nen served in
those roles for 24 years. There was no
diversity prior to the two wonen that were
sitting on the bench. Then this new seat has
been created. | don't have any control over who
runs, of course. But | don't believe that ny
gender woul d ever keep ne frombeing fair or
maki ng a deci sion based on the | aw and the
various lenses that are available to a famly
court judge, civil procedure, evidence, statute
case law. But | understand that people would
|i ke to see people that are |ike thensel ves when
they walk into a courtroom | conpletely
understand that. And | encourage people to run
for different seats.

SENATOR WALKER: Thank you for your candid response.
Thank you, M. Chair.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: O her nenbers of the Conm ssion have
any questions? M. Jacobson, | do want to ask
you one thing. The witing sanples that you
submtted, is there any particular significance
to those? Wy did you choose these as your

witing sanpl es?
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M5. JACOBSON: Well, | thought the guardian ad litem
report was -- | don't know now many of those you

get on the JMSC, but it was a very conplicated
case, very enotion driven. The parents had very
different views as to what was in the best

I nterest of the children that were subject to
the action. So | wanted to share that with the
JMSC. And the other order that -- or settlenent
agreenent that was submitted had to do with a
division of a multi-mllion dollar corporation.
And | just wanted to show the different types of
cases that | work on. For a variety, to show

you variety.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Well, | think they're -- they're
well-written. | don't pretend that |'ve read
all of it. |I've read a significant portion, and

| think they're well-witten. Al right.
Seeing no further questions, and Ms. Jacobson,
this wll bring this portion of the screening
process to a close. | want to thank you for
of fering your service on the bench. | do need
to take this opportunity though to rem nd you
t hat pursuant to the Comm ssion's eval uative
criteria, the Conmm ssion expects candidates to

followthe letter as well as the spirit of the
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| aw. And that we would view any violation or
appearance of inpropriety very serious and
potentially deserving of heavy wei ght during our
screening deliberations. And on that note, as
you know, the record wll remain open until the
formal release of the qualifications report.

And if the need were to arise, we would have the
ability to call you back for further discussion
about those sorts of things. Do you understand
all that?

MS. JACOBSON: | do.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Wbnderful. Again, let ne thank you
for making the time to be with us. Thank you
for offering for service, and we w sh you wel |
and hope you enjoy the rest of your day.

M5. JACOBSON: Thank you. Thank you all.

CHAl RVAN CASKEY: Thank you very nuch. And we wil|
proceed to the screening of our next candidate
when he or she is available or able to nmake it
into the room The latter being the case.

(O f the Record)

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: All right. Good afternoon. W wll
continue wth our screening process. Before us,
we have M. LaMantia. Am | pronouncing that

correctly?
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MR. LAMANTI A: Beautifully. Thank you

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All right. M. Lanmantia, is a
candidate for Seat 7 in the 9th Judicial Grcuit
for the famly court. Do | have that right?

MR LAVANTI A: That's correct.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Al right. If you would, please
sir, raise your right hand.

VHEREUPON:

ANTHONY LAMANTI A, being duly sworn and
cautioned to speak the truth, the whole truth
and nothing but the truth, testifies as foll ows:

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: If you woul d, please, state your
full name for the record.

MR. LAMANTI A Anthony Phillip Lamantia, |11

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: M. Lanmantia, there should be sone
docunents there in front of you. If you would,
pl ease, take a mnute to review those.

MR. LAMANTI A: Yes, sir. Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Are those the personal data
questionnaire and the sworn statenent that you
have submtted to the Comm ssion?

MR. LAMANTI A: As well as an anended response. Yes,
Sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Ckay. Are there any other updates

or anendnents you need to make?
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MR, LAMANTI A:  No.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Do you have any objection to our
i ncluding those as a part of the record in this
matter?
MR LAMANTI A: Not at all.
(EXH BIT NO. 18 MARKED FOR
| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPCSES (14
pages) PDQ
(EXH BIT NO. 19 MARKED FOR
| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPCSES (1 pages)
Anendnent )
(EXH BIT NO. 20 MARKED FOR
| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPOSES (5 pages)
Sworn St at enment)
CHAl RMAN CASKEY: Let ne give staff just a nonent to
do that. Al right. The Judicial Merit
Sel ection Comm ssion has thoroughly investigated
your qualifications for the bench. Qur inquiry
has focused on the nine evaluative criteria, and
has i ncluded a ballot box survey, a thorough
study of the application materials, verification
of your conpliance with state ethics |laws, a
search of newspaper articles in which your nane
appears, a study of any previous screenings, and

a check for economc conflicts of interest. W
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have received no affidavits filed in opposition
to your election, and no witnesses are present
to testify. If you'd like to nmake a brief
openi ng statenment, we'd be happy to hear from
you. Oherwise, | wll turn to staff counsel
for questions.

MR. LAMANTI A: Sure. Thank you very nmuch. Hello
everyone. M nane is Anthony Lamantia. | am an
attorney in the Low Country, a donestic |awer.
|"ve been practicing famly |aw since 1997, so
over half ny life |I've been a donestic attorney.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: M. Lamantia, | apol ogize for --

MR. LAMANTI A: Can you hear ne?

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Yeah. |If you wouldn't m nd, we have

a diverse --
MR. LAMANTI A: Not at all.
CHAl RVAN CASKEY: -- pool of applicant height. And

so if you could get it up to where the taller
applicant height setting. Wnderful.
MR LAMANTIA: Is this better?
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Yes, sir. Mich better. Thank you.
MR. LAMANTI A: Thank you. Should | start over?
CHAI RMAN CASKEY: No, we're good.
MR. LAMANTI A: Okay. Again, |'ve been practicing

famly law since 1997, so al nost 29 years. |
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clerked for famly court judge all those years

ago, and | have been in famly | aw ever since.

|'ma single dad of four children. | live in
Charl eston County. |'ve raised those children
largely on my own for the last 10 years. In
fact, on ny own for the last 10 years. |I'm

| i censed in New York, New Jersey, and South
Carolina. I've lived in the Low Country for
over 20 years. And |'ve been doing this job for
along, long tine. | hope that | have the
requi site experience, etc., that would nmake ne a
good candidate for this position. Thank you.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Thank you. I'msorry. | didn't
mean to cut you off if you were --
MR LAMANTIA: Not at all. No, sir.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: | kind of felt like we hit that
moment where you were arriving to a concl usion.
Al right.
MR, LAMANTI A: Wapping up. Yes, sir.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Ms. Foster.
EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. FOSTER
Q M. LaMantia, please state for the record the city
and circuit in which you reside.

A | live in Charleston County. | live in the county.
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| don't live in Charleston city. The nailing address

I s Charl eston.

All right. And the circuit in which you reside?

The 9th Grcuit, 9th Judicial Crcuit.

M5, FOSTER M. Chairman, | note for the record that
based on the testinony contained in the
candi date's PDQ, which has been included in the
record wth the candidate's consent, M.
LaMantia neets the statutory requirenents for
this position regarding age, residence, and
years of practice.

M. LaMantia, why do you want to serve as a famly

court judge and why do you feel that your |egal and

prof essional experience qualify and will assist you

to be an effective judge? | know you touched on that

a bit, but if you want to el aborate.

Thank you. Alittle bit. Again, |I clerked for

famly court judge 20 years ago -- excuse nme 28 years

ago. And it was an extrenely val uabl e opportunity to

serve as a full-tinme law clerk to famly court judge.

| learned fromny judge the -- the right way to do

things. There's really no other way to say it. To

serve the people of the community honorably with the

hard work and dedication that is required of the

position. And through him | cane to learn that a
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judge who is well-versed in the |aw, who has
experienced, is a great asset to the community to
serve the community, and is really the pinnacle or
the apex of what any good |awer can do is to serve
the public with their skills, their expertise, their
know edge. And since working for ny judge for an
entire year, it's all |'ve aspired to do is learn the
| aw, | earn how to practice, learn howto practice
correctly so that ultimately |I could al so serve ny
conmmuni ty, serve the people of this state with

hum ity and expertise.

Are there any areas of the law for which you woul d
need additional preparation in order to serve as a
famly court judge, and how woul d you handl e t hat

addi tional preparation?

Well, | imagine that -- | mean, |'ve practiced in
every area, as far as | know, in famly court over ny
tinme. So |'ve handled DSS cases. | have handl ed,
obvi ously, divorces and dividing marital estates, and

custody and rel ocation cases and international cases.

| believe I've handled it all. Have | had a
Departnment of Juvenile Justice case in the last -- in
this year, | probably have not. But there was a tine

where | was serving in Berkeley County where | was

bei ng assigned cases all the time. So even though

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com




© 00 N oo o A W N PP

N N O B O N I I N N e R S N N e
g » W N P O © O N oo o~ W N Pk O

TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

Page 188

it's been within a year at |east since |'ve had a
case like that, | could certainly brush up on where
we are in the law, and |1'd be happy to do that. |
feel like | have a pretty well-rounded base of
experience. But again, I'm-- | take ny CLE's and
|'d be happy to study up if | need to.

M. LaMantia, please briefly describe your experience
i n handling conplex contested famly court matters,
and specifically discuss your experience with the
financial aspects of famly court work.

Sure. Again, conplex cases can range fromchild
custody cases or children with special needs cases.

| know you asked about financial issues in
particular, and I'll be happy to address that in a
moment. But again, |'ve run the ganut of cases over
the years of my experience, speaking about custody
where there is mlitary cases, mlitary relocation
cases, international cases where one of the parents
s fromanot her country and they want the ability to
take the child not only out of the state but out of
the country. Relocate -- | have relocation cases as
we speak where parents unfortunately don't want to
move just as far as North Carolina but as far as
California, and how do you resol ve those issues.

|'ve al so handl ed many divorce cases in the Low
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Country where there are multi-mllion dollar estates
that need to be -- marital estates that need to be
resolved. People with their own businesses. | have
a case right now with sonebody that runs a concrete
conpany that's a nulti-mllion dollar business, and
finding ways to resolve those cases, you know, the
cost effective way for everybody is inportant. But
certainly, 1've relied on having experts, financial
experts, to assist where, you know, just what's
happening in the cases and val uing the busi nesses,
val uing the property is outside of what | would do
when, you know, the court requires an expert opinion
on these things.

M. LaMantia, the Conm ssion received 86 ball ot box
surveys regarding you wth 27 additional comments.
The ball ot box survey, for exanple, contain the

foll owi ng positive comrents: Anthony is experienced
and know edgeable in famly law. He is driven in his
practice. Another stated: Tony is ny friend. 1In ny
years knowi ng him he is neasured and unshakeabl e.
He woul d be an excellent judge. But 19 of those 27
written comrents expressed concerns. Mst of these
comment s expressed concerns about your tenperamnent
and deneanor, describing you as aggressive,

uncooper ative, condescending, and difficult to work
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with. What response would you offer to that concern?

It's difficult to respond to anonynous, unverified

claims where there's nothing in particular that I'm
responding to. But | ama Christian, and | do
believe in follow ng the Golden Rule. | always treat

people with respect, and | treat themin the way that
| believe that | should be treated. So |'m not one
who raises my voice to anybody. The person that you
see in front of you today is the person | amevery
day. | amalways professional. | honor our civility
oath that we |awers have to take. And | ook to be
a problemsolver. So why sonebody would say |'m
difficult, 1"'mthe person who's always calling to try
to -- try to resolve cases amcably, try to find
creative ways to solve cases amcably. | amthe guy
when there's lawers in the hallway outside in the
courtroom so | walk up to them and ask how their
famlies are, how their kids are, how was your
vacation. That's the lawer that | am So it was a
little surprising to hear that sonebody woul d say
sonething |like that to ne.

Additional ly, several of the comments expressed
concern with your reputation and professionalism
noting instances where you were perceived as

unprepared and unresponsive to both attorneys and
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clients. Wat response would you offer to those
concerns?

Again, I'ma little at a | oss why that woul d be said.
| am al ways prepared for nmy cases. And | can't even
fat hom why that would ever be said, and |'ve never
been reprimanded by the Supreme Court or had a
grievance for show ng up unprepared or anything al ong
those lines. |I'man AV rated attorney with
Martindal e- Hubbel I, which is a peer reviewed rating
of -- for having the highest -- not only ability, the
hi ghest ethical standards. And again, that's a peer
review rating, not only by fellow attorneys but by
judges as well. That's not sonething that they just
hand out. I'mat a |loss at why sonmebody woul d ever
say that | was unprepared or unprofessional. Again,
| try to be -- the person that is standing in front
of you today is the person | amevery day when |I'm --
and when |'mdealing with fellow attorneys.

M. LaMantia, your SLED report indicated that you
have been involved in two lawsuits. The first
lawsuit was filed in 2010 by Anesthesia Managenent
Sol utions, LLC involving nedical debt. Please
explain the nature and disposition of this |awsuit.
Sure. | had surgery back in 2010. And there was a

billing error, and we resolved that very quickly when
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| pointed out how Anesthesia Associ ates made a

m stake, and the case was dismssed. W resolved it
am cably. They straightened out their billing, and I
paid the bill.

The second lawsuit filed against you -- was filed
agai nst you and your law firmin 2010 by Phillip M

Hucks. Please explain the nature and disposition of

this suit.
| believe that was filed against -- | had anot her
attorney that was working in the office. | wasn't

involved in that. But ultimtely, the case was

dismssed. | don't even think that there was a

resol ution other than the conplaining party realized

that their case didn't have merit, and it was

dismssed. So we didn't go to court. It wasn't
settled. They just withdrewit.

M5. FOSTER M. Chairman, |'d |ike to request that we
now go into executive session to handle a
matter.

CHAI RVMAN CASKEY: Represenative Jordan noves that we
now go into executive session, seconded by
Senator Rankin. Al in favor, signify by saying
aye.

THE BOARD. Ayes.

CHAI RVMAN CASKEY: Al'l opposed, nay. The ayes have
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it. We will now proceed into executive session,
and | would ask that all folks not authorized to
bei ng here pl ease step out.

(Executive session was held from2:37 to 3:06)

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Al right. Ladies and gentlenmen, we
are now back on the record. W are out of
executive session. For the record, while we
were in executive session discussing
confidential financial matters and others, no
deci sions were made, and no votes were taken,

We will now resune with the screening of M.
LaMantia. Any questions from menbers of the

Comm ssion? Al right.

MS. FOSTER: Ch, well, yeah. | have the rest of ny
script.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Oh. |'mso sorry. Let ne go back

then to Ms. Foster. Apol ogies.

MS. FOSTER: | would note that the Low Country
Ctizens Commttee found M. LaMantia qualified
in the evaluative criteria of constitutiona
qual i fications, physical health, nental
stability, and experience. The Commttee found
himwell qualified in the evaluative criteria of
ethical fitness, professional, academc ability,

character reputation, and judicial tenperanent.
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The Commttee stated in sunmary as a single
father of four children, he brings an inportant
perspective to the famly court, very good
experience, presents well, commtted. And then
noted, some Conmittee nenbers received comments
of concern, but nothing verified. | would also
note that the South Carolina Bar found M.
LaMantia unqualified overall. The South
Carolina Bar found himqualified in the
evaluative criteria of constitutional
qualifications, physical health, nental
stability, professional and academ c ability,
experience in judicial tenperanent. The
Committee found himunqualified in the

eval uative criteria of ethical fitness,

character, and reputation.

Continued by Ms. Foster:

Q

M. LaMantia, do you have any response for being
found unqualified overall, and then if you could
address ethical fitness, character, and reputation.
Certainly. Can | do both at the same tine?

Yes.

It was surprising tone. | ran for a seat in
Berkel ey County two years ago where | was found

qualified by the bar. And | can tell everyone here,

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com




© 00 N oo o B~ w N P

N T I N R N N S o e T T e S S I R T
a A~ W N P O © 00O N OO o A W N+, O

TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

Page 195
if I"mnot the same attorney, |'mprobably a better
attorney than I was two years ago. |'mnore
experienced than | was two years ago. |'ve not had

any reprinmands or any other accusation against ny
ethics or in any other way that |'ve had to defend.
You know, again, no letters of reprimand or anything
i ke that in over 15 years. So | have no good
explanation as to why things woul d have changed from
two years ago when | was found qualified. Truly,
believe I'ma better attorney than I was then, so.
Sonme housekeeping issues. JMSC procedural Rule 17

I ncludes a prohibition of any candidate from
attending or watching any portion of the live stream
or recordings of the public hearings in this cycle
until after all hearings are concluded. Have you
wat ched or listened to any of these hearings before
your appearance today?

| have not.

Has any other person relayed any information about
any of the proceedings before this Conm ssion to you?
Not at all.

M. LaMantia, are you aware that as a judicia

candi date, you are bound by the Code of Judici al
conduct as found in Rule 501 of the South Carolina
Appel | ate Court rul es?

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com



© 00 N o o B~ W DN -

ST CRE T R N R e T T e T N =~ R T
gaa b~ W N b O © 00O N oo o A W DN+, O

TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

Page 196

| am

Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
contacted any nenbers of the Conm ssion about your
candi dacy?

Not in the |east.

Are you famliar wth Section 2-19-70, including the
limtations on contacting nenbers of the General
Assenbly regardi ng your screening?

| am

Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
sought or received the pledge of any |egislator
either prior to this date or pending the outcone of
your screening?

| have not.

Have you asked any third parties to contact nenbers
of the General Assenbly on your behalf or are you
aware of anyone attenpting to intervene in this
process on your behal f?

| have not.

Have you revi ewed and do you understand the

Conmi ssion's gui delines on pledging and South
Carolina Code Section 2-19-70(e)?

| have.

M5. FOSTER | would just note for the record that

any concerns raised during the investigation
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regardi ng the candi date were incorporated into

t he questioning of the candidate today. And M.
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Chairman, | have no further questions.
CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Thank you ma'am  Senator from
Horry.

SENATOR RANKI N: Thank you, M. Chairman. M.
LaMantia, good to see you again. W net two
years ago, | think, you nentioned earlier, |
bel i eve. You last screened in 2023? Right?

MR LAMANTIA:  That's correct.

SENATOR RANKIN: And then you were here in 2012 or
20137

MR LAMANTIA: | believe it was 2012.

SENATOR RANKI N Ckay. And --

MR. LAMANTIA:  But | never made it this far, so.

SENATOR RANKIN: Okay. Well, and so | want to ask

just a nunber of things. And nunber one, thank

you for your willingness to do this to put
yourself out there to, again, invite many

touches along the way by a citizens commttee,

the bar, interviews there, the ballot box survey

responses. And so you were well famliar with
t he touches along the way and how we as a
Conmi ssi on under the |aw are charged to view

your candidacy. R ght? You're very famliar
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with this process.
MR. LAMANTIA: |I'mfamliar, yes.
SENATOR RANKIN: And again, this is your third tine.
Ri ght ?
MR LAMANTIA: | didn't nmake it this far the first

tinme. But yes, it's --

SENATOR RANKI N: Ckay.

MR. LAMANTIA: | certainly did it tw years ago.

SENATOR RANKI N: Ckay.

MR. LAMANTIA: | was here two years ago.

SENATOR RANKIN: Ckay. And so is it of consequence to
us should it be though before you were found
qualified, should it be of any concern for us
that the bar did not find you qualified?

MR. LAMANTIA: | don't have an explanation for that,
and 1'd love to give you one. |It's concerning
to nme, certainly. So | would imagine that it
m ght be concerning to you. And again, the only
thing that | can tell you is that, again, |I'man
AV rated attorney with Martindal e- Hubbel I, which
is not a-- it's a peer reviewed rating. | have
not lost that rating. | have not been --

SENATOR RANKI N:  You've had that how long? If | can
I nterrupt.

MR. LAMANTIA: | believe 12 years, but that would be
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an estimate. | know at |east 2015, so | can say
it's certainly for nore than 10 years.

SENATOR RANKIN: Try to get back in towards that mc
i f you wll.

MR. LAMANTIA: OCh, I'msorry. M fault.

SENATOR RANKI N: The --

MR. LAMANTIA: Did you hear ne, sir.

SENATOR RANKI N: Ckay. Yeah. But | don't know that
anybody el se can. And there are tens of people
listening. Tens of people. So the question for
you, | wll admt to you that it is of a concern
tonme. I'mnot with the bar. | don't
participate in ternms of their interview process.
But that is where you go -- and tell us about
that. How does that work?

MR. LAMANTIA: Well, thereis a -- you go to a
hearing room at the bar building on Park Street.
And there are eight people fromaround the state
who are there. Sone of them | know that -- just
professionally. There were a few that | did not
know. And they go through, actually in |ess
detail, than the Senate Comm ttee did. But not
only the people who said good things about you,
but al so rai sed sone of those questions. Sone

of the questions that were brought up in
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executive session did not come up at all at that

SENATOR RANKIN: And again, we're not talking about
t hat, unless --

MR. LAMANTIA: No, sir. No, no, no. |'mjust saying
they didn't conme up at the bar interview  But
again, why | would have been found qualified two
years ago and this tinme around with sone of the
sanme people |I was found unqualified, again, |'ve
not been confronted with anything that wasn't
anonynmous or vague. And -- but | can tell this
commttee that |'ve not been reprimnded,

di sciplined, etc., by any bar in any state that
I"mlicensed in. As | said, |I'mprobably a
better attorney than | was two years ago.

SENATOR RANKI N: Ckay.

MR LAMANTIA: | hope so anyway. That's ny goal .

SENATOR RANKIN: Al'l right. And that process, that
I nterview, took how | ong?

MR. LAMANTIA: | would say 45 minutes to an hour, if
| had to estimate.

SENATOR RANKIN: Healthy, fair, give and take
guestions posed, opportunity to respond, expand?

MR. LAMANTIA: Yes, sir. | actually enjoyed it. It

was not a bad experience at all.
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SENATOR RANKI N Novocai ne given or no?
MR. LAMANTI A:  No novocai ne.
SENATOR RANKIN: Ckay. Al right. And in the
citizens commttee --
MR LAMANTI A:  Yes, sir.
SENATOR RANKIN: -- that you were found qualified, and
note as | do as well, single father, yours with

the tragic | oss of your wife, your successful
parenting of four children. God bless you. It
| ooks |ike, sounds |ike that you' ve done a
remarkable job. And so kudos to you.

MR LAMANTIA: [t's not --

SENATOR RANKI N: Which they note as well.

MR. LAMANTIA: It's not easy, but it's doable.

SENATOR RANKI N: Yeah. So they noted as well sone
comm ttee nenbers received comments of concern,
but nothing verified. And in terns of that
process, how |l ong was that interview wth thenf

MR. LAMANTI A:  Less than 45 mnutes, but | would say
nore than a half hour. | nean, it was a fair
amount of tinme, but it wasn't as exhaustive as
this hearing, for exanple.

SENATOR RANKIN: This hearing today?

MR. LAMANTI A:  Yes, sir.

SENATOR RANKIN: Ckay. And do you need to take a
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break? |'mnot making light, but --
MR. LAMANTIA: Not at all. No, I'm-- no, |I'm okay.
Thank you.

SENATOR RANKIN: Ckay. And in terns of the questions
so far, | hope we're being fair with you.

MR. LAMANTI A: No conpl ai nts.

SENATOR RANKI N: Ckay.

MR. LAMANTI A:  Thank you, sir.

SENATOR RANKIN: Al'l right. 1In terns of the ball ot
box surveys. Again, | don't believe | was a

part of this in 2011 or '12. Senator Canpson

may have been. | don't recall you being -- | do
recall you frombefore. And the -- | wll say
to you that -- again, of concern to ne are the

bot h nunber of responses and concerns raised in
t hese responses. And | | ook through other
famly court judge candi dates, either running
for the first tine or for re-election. And in
terms of the total nunber of responses and the
percentages for each, and |I'mtal king probably
15 so judges. Wthout a doubt, you received the
hi ghest nunber of negative comments by a

percent age basis of your total responses. And
effectively, alnost 25 percent negative

comments. And ny question to you, how shoul d |
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scal e or score that? Should that be a concern
to me in viewng your ability to serve on the
bench in a way that endears you to both friend
and foe who all have the opportunity to wite

good or bad about you? How should | score that?

MR. LAMANTIA:  Well, | would hope that you woul d take

It into consideration with the positive things

t hat were said about ne, such as that | have a
great deneanor and that | would have, in their
opi nion, a good judicial tenperament, that | am
hard-wor ki ng, and that | amconmtted to serving
the public. Those things were read al oud
earlier. You know that |I have been dedicated to
the practice of law and to the betternment of

soci ety, because |I'm standing before you telling
you that those are things that | aminterested
in doing. That's why I'mhere. Oherw se, |

woul d just be back at ny office working today.

SENATOR RANKIN: And |'minterrupting. | don't nean

to. Wthout a doubt, you do have your appl auds
and endorsers that say the very things that
you've said. But to the point of tenperanent,
per haps the highest rating of unqualified of any
famly court candi date or judge open for --

offering for re-election. The highest
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unqualified in ternms of reputation. And so
again, | don't want to sound like this is 75
percent bad and 25 percent good. It is in fact
the opposite. It is 75 good, | hope |'ve said
this correctly, 25 percent of concern. But that
25 percent is the outlier, without a doubt, of
your peers and the other candidates. And so |'m
curious again -- it could be a job being taken
out on you. There could be an organi zed group
that have said let's say things that aren't true
about this candidate. And I don't know you,
don't practice in famly law, so | apologize for
this line of questioning. But if you're elected
to the bench, if you' re advanced here, what
woul d your attitude be as to what you woul d do

wi th your detractors?

MR LAMANTIA:  Well, happily I don't know who those

people are. And I'mnmaking light. But again,
think the world of Judge Wayne Creech. And |
hope everyone here got a chance to know who he
was and how he sat on the bench and handl ed
cases. But as | was saying earlier, when |
clerked for a famly court judge, that person
was a nodel on how to handle the hard work

required of the job and how to handle it

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N DN N NN R P P R PR R R R R R
O » W N P O © 0 N O O » W N P O

TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

Page 205

honorably and responsibly for the conmmunity.

And | think Wayne Creech was the sane way where
Judge Creech was the ultinmate judge in ny
opinion. He was always a friend to the
community and dedicated to serving the
community. He was a friend to the |lawers. He
was not there to enbarrass anybody or be
punitive to anybody. He was there to follow the
law as witten by this body, and to serve the
community with kindness and conpassion while
soneti nmes maki ng hard decisions. And that's
exactly the type of judge that I'm-- |'m
telling you under oath I would be if I were
elected. That I'mthere to do the hard work, to
serve the community, serve the people of the
entire state, and to bring honor to the position
-- to bring honor to the position and not

di srepute or disrespect. |It's not ny nature to
di srespect other people, and | would never do
it. I've been in front of judges that | thought

were aggressive to not only litigates but

attorneys that I've -- I'"'mtelling this body
right now, that's not who | would ever be. | am
not here to be punitive to anybody. |'mhere to

do a job and do it well.
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SENATOR RANKIN: So -- and again, | hear you. |I'm
taki ng you at face val ue.

MR. LAMANTI A:  Yes, sir.

SENATOR RANKIN: And | don't -- can't cross-exam ne
you, can't know wi t hout know ng who these fol ks
are that perhaps you wll never know. But two
the point of that's not ne, there are 25 percent

of the folks and the comments of the 81

responses -- Again, 25 percent all witing
negative conments -- excuse ne, 86 total. And
SO --

MR. LAMANTI A:  Yes, sir.

SENATOR RANKIN: -- they say, one, perhaps they're al

of one person, but they can't be. They can't
game it. M. LaMantia, am| pronouncing it
correctly?

MR. LAMANTI A: LaMantia, but it's okay.

SENATOR RANKIN: LaMantia, forgive ne, is known to be
unresponsive and difficult to deal with as an
attorney. He is arrogant, condescending to
female litigators. M experience with himwas
many years ago, but |'ve not heard -- |'ve heard
he has not changed nuch. Does not have nuch
experience. Non-responsive. Does not enjoy

good reputation in the famly court bar. The
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| ast thing Charl eston Berkeley Fam |y Court bar
needs is nore aninosity. Three separate

I nclusions. To the person who is either ganged
up or the three people who have taken the tine
to share that who may be listening or reading

this transcript |later, what do you say to thenf

MR. LAMANTIA:  Well, | don't know how anybody coul d

say |'mnot experienced after literally being in
the trenches 28 years practicing famly law in
all realns of famly |aw and donestic
litigation. Being non-responsive, |I'ma solo
practitioner. And |'m not neking excuses, |'m
giving a potential explanation. You know, our -
- I'"'msure you know very well, our world has
changed where, again, |'ve been practicing
nearly 30 years. W used to pick up the phone
wi th one another and call one anot her when we
had a problemin our case to solve. And we used
to say, hey Mary, you know, this is going on, ny
client says this, can we work together and

col | aborate about how to sol ve that problem

That shifted when e-mail becane nore preval ent,
which wasn't so terribly prevalent when | first
started practicing. And you would get an e-

mai |, sonetines a hot e-mail, but you woul d get
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SENATOR RANKI N: Serious anger problens, aggressive

an e-mai |l |aying out what's happeni ng and pl ease
respond. Unfortunately in our world today, now

I nstead of picking up the phone or even sending

an e-mai |, somebody w il just send you a text.
And there's no regard to, hey, I'min a trial
this week, I"mnot going to be able to get back

to you until after hours if | can do it at all
this day or that day. There's no regard that |
m ght be at a doctor's appointnent with ny
daughter who just had surgery, for exanple. So
| just think it's -- it's -- again, |I'mon sone
| evel s specul ating. But peopl e expect and are
insulted by the fact that if you don't respond
to their text nessage within three hours that

you' re bei ng unresponsive or you're being

difficult or -- and I'msure we've all
experienced -- excuse me. W've all experienced
that on sone level. 1'mcertainly not
paternalistic or anti-wonen. | would say at

| east 50 percent, if not nore, of ny clients are
wonmen. So -- and | think sone of our best
attorneys are wonen. So why that would be
throwmn out there is a nystery to ne. | think

our wonen nenbers of the bar are fantastic.
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MR. LAMANTI A:  |'ve never been arrested for anything

towards wonen. One of the worst tenperaments of

along those lines. |'ve never been conpl ai ned
of in any way where |'ve even raised ny voice to
anybody or again violated the civility oath that
we | awyers have. Interestingly enough,
sonething that did cone up at the -- at the bar

i nterview a few weeks ago. Sonebody had said
sonet hing al ong those lines and said he's a
former Marine. | wish | could tell this
commttee that | had served our country in such
a way, but |'ve never served in the arned forces
inm life. And it was |aughed about at the --
the bar interview about why sonebody woul d say
that | had been a former Marine. And |'m sure
If you -- if you have those comments, is in
there. Because again, | was told, |'ve not read
It but | was told flat out, that sonebody
claimed I had an anger problemand | was a
former Marine. \Were that would have cone from
| don't have a clue. But it gives you a taste
of where some of these comments cone from

mean, conpletely not ne. Like literally, |'ve

never served in the arned forces. $So.
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CHAI RVAN CASKEY: O her nenbers of the Conm ssion have
any questions? Al right. M. LaMantia, thank
you so much. That wll conclude this portion of
t he screening process. Pardon ne. | do want to
take this opportunity though to rem nd you that
pursuant to the Conm ssion's eval uative
criteria, the Conmm ssion expects candidates to
followthe spirit as well as the letter of our
ethics laws. And that we would view any
viol ation or appearance of inpropriety as very
serious and potentially deserving of heavy
wei ght during screening deliberations. On that
note, and as you know, until the release of the
formal -- excuse nme, the formal rel ease of the
report of qualifications, we would have the
ability to call you back in the event that sone
untoured event were to be alleged or conme to our
attention. Again, don't anticipate that. But
you understand we woul d have that ability if
that were to arise.

MR. LAMANTI A: Under st ood.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Ckay. Again, that you for offering
for service to the state of South Caroli na.
Thank you for being here today. | w sh you all

t he best as you travel back hone.
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MR. LAMANTI A: Thank you, sir

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Thank you.

MR. LAMANTI A: Thank you, everyone.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al right. W wll proceed then
Wi th our next screening. Al right. Good
afternoon. We will proceed now with screening
for the next seat, which is a famly court 9th
Judicial Circuit Seat 7. And before us, we have
Ms. Kelly Pope-Black. Do | have all that
correct?

M5. POPE- BLACK: Yes, sir.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Al right. If you would, please,
rai se your right hand.

VHEREUPON
KELLY POPE- BLACK, being duly sworn and

cautioned to speak the truth, the whole truth
and nothing but the truth, testifies as follows:

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: If you woul d, please, state your
full name for the record.

MS. POPE-BLACK: It's Kelly -- can y'all hear me okay?
Kel |y Pope- Bl ack.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All right. | can hear you just
fine.
MS. POPE- BLACK: Ckay.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: If you'll just be conscious of that.
Garber Reporting
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W' ve had --
M5. POPE-BLACK: 1'll step up close.
CHAl RMAN CASKEY: -- a variety of heights in

candi dates today, so we've had to adjust that as
t he day has gone on.

M5. POPE-BLACK: I'Il try not to get --

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: There shoul d be sone docunents there
in front of you. |If you would, please take a
nmonent to review those.

MS. POPE- BLACK: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Are those the personal data
guestionnaire and the sworn statenent that you
have submtted to the Conm ssion?

MS. POPE- BLACK: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Are there any updates or changes
that need to be nade?

MS. POPE-BLACK: No, sir.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: All right. Do you have any
objection to our making those docunents a part
of the record?

M5. POPE-BLACK: No, sir.

(EXH BIT NO 21 MARKED FOR
| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPOSES (19
pages) PDQ

(EXH BIT NO. 22 MARKED FOR
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CHAl RMAN CASKEY: Let ne give staff just a nonent to

| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPOSES (1 pages)
Anendnent )

(EXH BIT NO. 23 MARKED FOR

| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPOSES (9 pages)

Sworn St at enent)

do that. The Judicial Merit Selection

Conm ssi on has thoroughly investigated your
qualifications for the bench. Qur inquiry has
focused on the nine evaluative criteria and has
i ncl uded a thorough review of your application
materials, a ballot box survey, verification of
your conpliance with state ethics |aws, a search
of newspaper articles in which your nane
appears, a study of any previous screenings, and
a check for economc conflicts of interest. W
have received no affidavits filed in opposition
to your election and no witnesses are present to
testify. Before recognizing staff counsel to
begin wth sonme questions, | noticed this

gentl eman has followed you into the room given

the activities abounding today on the State

House grounds. |If you'd like to to introduce us

because he's a friend, you nmay do that. |If he's

a danger, just wink twce and we will have him
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EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. CRATER:
Q Hel | o, Ms. Pope-Black. Can you please state for the
record the city and circuit in which you reside?
A | reside in Berkeley County. And actually, that's on
Daniel Island. And that's in the 9th Grcuit.
Q Thank you.

t hrown out.

MS. POPE-BLACK: Fair enough. This is ny husband,
Jody Bl ack.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Nice to have you, sir. Thank you
for being here.

M5. POPE-BLACK: It is very active today. You're
right.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: It is active today. But glad to
have you here. M. Pope-Black, I'd be happy to
-- we'd be happy to hear any opening statenent
you m ght have, and if you'd like to waive it,
we can just proceed with questions from counsel

MS. POPE-BLACK: |'Ill waive the opening, and we can go
straight to the questions.

CHAI RVMAN CASKEY: Wonderful. M. Crater?

MS. CRATER. M. Chairman, | note for the record that
based on the testinmony contained in the
candi dates PDQ, which has been included in the
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Q

record wth the candidate's consent, that M.
Pope- Bl ack neets the statutory requirenents for
this position regarding age, residence, and
years of practice.
Ms. Pope-Bl ack, why do you want to serve as a famly
court judge, and why do you feel that your |egal and
prof essi onal experience qualify and will assist you
to be an effective judge?
As everyone knows, | was a famly court judge once
before. But before |I even went to |aw school, |
wor ked with abused children. | worked with sexually
abused, physically abused, nmentally abused children.
So that has been a passion of mne in practicing and
on the bench. Wien | left the bench, came off the
bench, | started doing nediations full-tine. And
that has been very rewarding, but there is -- there's
sonething mssing. And it's the work that | did with
abused children. | think that's com ng back, and
that's a passion of mne. And that's sonething that
| would still like to fulfill and work on. | also
| i ke working with juveniles. Prior on the bench,
had a juvenile drug court. I'd like to do that
again. | think it's very beneficial. | think it
hel ps our youth change paths. And so that is

sonething else that | would like to institute in
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Ber kel ey County.

Ms. Pope-Black, are there any areas of the law for
whi ch you woul d need additional preparation in order
to serve as a famly court judge, and how woul d you
handl e that additional preparation?

| think I"'min a unique position, because |I have sat
on the bench before. |'ve also worked at the
Solicitor's Ofice in juvenile matters. However, |
w |l always be of the belief that you can al ways

| earn and you can always grow. So while | do have a
| ot of experience -- |'ve been doing this al nost 25
years. Sone of that was spent on the bench. So
while | do think I do have a |ot of experience in al
areas of the law, | will never say that there's not
roomfor ne to grow, because if anything that this
has six and a half years has taught me, it's taught
me that you can grow. And so | wll never stop

| earning, and | will never stop grow ng.

Ms. Pope-Bl ack, please briefly describe your
experience in handling conplex contested famly court
matters, and specifically discuss your experience
with the financial aspects of famly court work.

So obviously tinme before. | have experience handling
those cases, but | wll tell you since |'ve been

medi ating | have handled multiple financial, conplex
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financial, cases. Sometines those cases take about
two days to nmediate. So multi-mllion dollar marita
estates, conplex cases where you have nultiples -- |
had one that had, like, 43 LLCs init. So multiple,
conpl ex financial cases as of -- on the bench, but
also as a nediator. |[|'ve seen a |ot as a nediator.
Ms. Pope-Bl ack, the Conm ssion received 294 ball ot
box surveys regarding you with 79 additional

comrents. The ballot box surveys, for exanple,
contained the follow ng positive comrents: The
candidate is smart, fair, and cares about outcomnes
for children. And an incredible nediator. She is
nuanced, understands conplex |egal issues, and
focuses on the best interest of children. Twenty-six
of the witten coments expressed sone concerns.
Several comments indicated an issue with poor
judicial tenperament, citing issues with disrespect
or lack of enpathy. What response would you offer to
t hese concerns?

| woul d say having the tine nowto reflect on nmy tine
on the bench, nediating you have to be patient. You
have to hear fromboth sides. And now | ooki ng back
on things, | think -- and |I've said this before. |
got busy doing the job and forgot to do ny job. And
you're trying to work through dockets. And there
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were tines when people just wanted to be heard, and |
shoul d have done that. | regret that people felt
that way about being in front of me in the courtroom
| will say having tine to reflect, | don't want
anyone to feel that way. Lots of times when people
wal k into a court room they just want to be heard.
So you need to take the time to do that. And not be
so caught up in getting through the docket and
getting -- trying to get things done. They just want
to be heard, and |'ve |earned that in nediation.

Just need to sit back, be patient. | wll say that
has been a -- nediating has been a wonderful tine for
me to reflect on things how | should have done things
differently, and puts you on the other side of things
to realize how nmuch better and different you can be,
and nore effective that you can be.

The second concern raised in issue wth residency
questioning your nove to the Low Country. What
response would you offer to this concern regarding
your residency?

So | started mediating about six and a half years

ago, probably about four years ago started doing a

| ot of work in the Low Country. | mediate all over

the state. | travel all over. So in January of this

year, | was nediating so nuch in the |ower part of
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this state, in January of this year was when | got a
place on Daniel Island to have a place to stay when
| ' mworking there, because | truly amthere pretty
much 50 percent of the tine. I'mthere all the tinme
there, all -- every nonth. So | got a place there to
stay there. And then that was in January of this
year, in May this year found out that this seat had
been funded. And so in June, | changed ny residency
to Berkeley County when | decided to run for this
seat based upon where | live in Daniel Island. So
the residence has been changed, the voter

regi stration has been changed, because | feel like if
"' mgoing to do this and run for this seat, that |
needed to do it correctly had have the residency
changed, because |I'mthere all the tinme anyway, so.

| would note that the Low Country Citizens Conmmttee
reported Ms. Pope-Black to be well-qualified as to
ethical fitness, professional and academc ability,
character, reputation, experience, and judici al
tenperanent, and qualified as to constitutional
qualifications, physical health, and nental
stability. The Commttee stated in summary:
clarified past issues wth attorney and nedi ation
practice has added trenendously to her tenperanent,

very good experience. | just had a few housekeeping
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| Ssues.

Yes, ma' am

JMSC Procedural Rule 17 includes a prohibition of any
candi date from attendi ng or watching any portion of
the live streamof the public hearings of this cycle
until after all hearings are concluded. Have you
wat ched or |istened to any of these hearings before
your appearance today?

No, ma'am

Has any ot her person relayed information about any of
the proceedings before this Conm ssion to you?

No, ma'am

Ms. Pope-Bl ack, are you aware that as a judicia
candi date, you are bound by the Code of Judici al
Conduct as found in Rule 501 of the South Carolina
Appel | ate Court rul es?

Yes, ma' am

Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
contacted any nenbers of the Conm ssion about your
candi dacy?

No, ma'am

Are you famliar with Section 2-19-70 including the
limtations on contacting nenbers of the General
Assenbly regarding your screening?

Yes, ma'am
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Since submtting your letter of intent, have you

sought or received the pledge of any I|egislator,

either prior to this date or pending the outcome of

your screening?

No, ma'am

Have you asked any third parties to contact nenbers

of the General Assenmbly on your behalf or are you

aware of anyone attenpting to intervene in this

process on your behal f?

No, ma'am

And have you reviewed and do you understand the

Conmi ssion's gui delines on pledging and South

Carol ina Code section 2-19-70(e)?

Yes, ma' am

M5. CRATER: | would just note for the record that
any concerns raised during the investigation
regarding the candidate were incorporated into
the questioning of the candidate today. M.
Chairman, | have no further questions.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Thank you, ma'am Menbers of the
Conmi ssi on have questions? Senator \Wal ker?

SENATOR WALKER: Thank you, M. Chair. Good afternoon
to you, Ms. Pope-Bl ack.

MS. POPE- BLACK: Good afternoon.

SENATOR WALKER: | am | ooking at the ballot box survey
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and the comments. And the majority of the
comments are, | would say, |audatory. Sone

fol ks -- many fol ks speak highly of you. And
then there are sonme conments that are not so
savory. And the unsavory comments, they go to
tenperanent. And |'m probably one of two people
on this Conm ssion that have had the privil ege
of once serving as a judge. The other coll eague
on the Comm ssion is Judge Strickland who is the
Master of Equity in Richland County, | served as
a municipal judge in summary court. And while
to many, that role may not seemto be denmandi ng,
the reality is sunmary court dockets usually
have sonme of the biggest dockets in the state.
And a lot of that has to do wth the fact that
sunmary courts are at the bottom of the totem
pole, if you wll, when it comes to priority.
There are other courts that just take priority
over summary courts, and so cases get postponed
and what have you. But | say all that to say
that in doing the job nyself once upon a tine, |
never found nyself in the position of |osing ny
cool, if you wll, or losing patience with the
litigants before ne. Frankly, | found it to be

an honor to serve as a judge. The position
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M5. POPE-BLACK: One of the first things that cones to

usual |y pays pretty well. And | once heard an
attorney say, you know, the judge's role is to
put on that black robe, sit there, and watch the
parties try their case. Now, that's a bit
reductionist. There's nore to being a judge
than just that, but you get the gist. And so |
am non- pl ussed when | hear about judges, you
know, who have a difficult tinme holding it
together in the courtroom Ganted you have to
make sure that there's order in the court, no
pun intended. You sort of run a tight ship,
make sure that you call the balls and strikes.
But litigants should never have reservations
about appearing in a judge's courtroom Now you
say that you have learned quite a bit, you know,
fromyour, | would sense, you know, being off
the bench. So | guess nmy question for you is if
you have the privilege and honor of serving
again as a famly court judge, what would you do

differently this tinme around?

mnd is how | handle tenporary hearings. And
think this is where a |lot of the conplaints cane
from \When | did tenporary hearings, | did it

strictly by the rules. You submtted your
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packets, | read your packets, | gave you your --
a decision. The attorneys didn't speak. |
think that was a m stake. That is sonething I
woul d definitely change and do differently.
Because people that wal k in, whether you have an
attorney or not, people walk in, they want a
chance to be heard. And the way | was
conducting those hearings, that wasn't

happeni ng. So having the nediations and -- and
| | earned nore about people when |'m nediating a
case now would if | tried their case for five
days. Because you're with themall day. You're
hearing them And it just -- | sat back and
realized that they should be given an
opportunity, or the attorney that they hire
shoul d be given an opportunity to speak. And
that is one thing | would definitely do
different is how |l handle tenporary heari ngs.
There's been a rule in -- change in Rule 21 that
is going to allow judges to read your tenporary
packets before you cone in for a tenporary
hearing. And | think that's wonderful, because
then that gives the litigants tine to speak,
gives themnore tine. So | think that's a

wonder ful change. And that is one thing | would
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SENATOR WALKER: Yesterday, our colleague, M.

absolutely do differently fromthe bench.

Pr ot opapas, he nentioned about the suicide rate
among lawers. And | didn't know that we had

t he second highest suicide rate of all the, |
guess, white collar professions, if you wll.
And | think we have judges, not saying all, but

| know I've seen it in ny 20 years practicing,
who sonetines forget what it's like to be a

| awyer. It's stressful being an attorney. The
pressure to get a case prepared for court,
representing clients and, you know, their

quirks. And when you are -- when you're in
private practice, the stress of generating
revenue, trying to keep the lights on, trying to
pay staff. And of course they're worried about
doing a good job, trying to get the best outcone
for their client. And | think one of the | ast
things a | awer should have to worry about when
they go into a courtroomis how they're going to
be treated by the person who is the ultimte
arbiter in a case where the stakes may be fairly
hi gh, you know, for their client. So |I'm gl ad
to hear that you' ve taken this tine, you know,

to reflect, you' ve been contenplative, and in
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t he event you have another opportunity to serve,
| just -- | trust that you do exactly what you
just represented to this body.

MS. POPE- BLACK: Thank you.

SENATOR WALKER: Thank you.

CHAl RMVAN CASKEY: M. Lanbert?

MR, LAMBERT: Good afternoon.

MS. POPE- BLACK: Good afternoon.

MR. LAMBERT: 1'd just like to reinforce that you
have said that you have learned a | ot from
st eppi ng away doi ng the nedi ati ons and what you
feel like you' ve learned. | do think there are
peopl e out there comng fromthe ballot box that
have reinforced and seen the change in you. |
woul d It ke to share on with you to make you fee
good about what you're trying to do.

M5. POPE- BLACK: Thank you.

MR LAMBERT: This person said, |'ve done nunerous
medi ations with her since she's left the bench,
and she seens nore even-tenpered, considerate,
and fair than she was when | appeared before her
as an attorney. She is the right person to get
Ber kel ey County in shape and back on track, and
| expect that she would be a conpletely

di fferent judge than we saw weakness wth. So
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there are people out there working with you now
that feel that way.

POPE- BLACK: Thank you for sharing that.

STEGVAI ER: Ma'am good afternoon.

POPE- BLACK: Good afternoon

STEGVAI ER: | know that you had related -- and |'m
sorry if it's repetitive.

POPE- BLACK: That's okay.

STEGVAI ER: But you have a hone on Daniel |sland.

Correct?

POPE- BLACK: Yes. Well, | rent a place there on
Dani el I sl and.

STEGVAI ER. Rent a pl ace.

POPE- BLACK: Yes, sir. | do not own a home there.

STEGVAI ER: Ckay. Wiere -- as far as -- and | saw

the financial declaration. Wth regard to your
real property, where do you own that real
property?

POPE- BLACK: The real property is in Geenville
County. Well, part of it is Geenville, part of
it 1s Spartanburg County. It is across from
where | grew up. |It's across fromny parents.
So part of that is inherited |and.

STEGVAI ER: Yes, ma' am

POPE- BLACK: And then we purchased anot her 20
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acres beside it to -- and ny sister owns | and
around it.
STEGVAI ER: Yes, ma' am
POPE-BLACK: So -- sorry I'"'mdoing a little thing.
But ny parents live here, and so we've kind of

created a bubble --

STEGVAI ER:  Yes, nma'am

POPE- BLACK: -- around ny parents. And so all of
that is famly land. And -- and I'I|l continue
to have that property, because that's ny
daughter's inheritance, so.

STEGVAI ER: Yes, ma'am And as far as any other

hone, do you -- do you still have a hone in
Spartanburg County?

POPE- BLACK: No. Qur house is in Geenville
County.

STEGVAI ER:  Ckay.

POPE- BLACK: But part of the property around it,
sone is in Spartanburg and sone is in
Geenville, if that nmakes sense.

STEGVAI ER: It does.

POPE-BLACK: It's 40 acres there, so.

STEGVAI ER: Yes, ma'am \Wen you were on the
bench in the 7th Grcuit, was that how you

est abl i shed residency in Spartanburg County?
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MS. POPE-BLACK: So | -- when | first went on to the -
- it was an at-large seat, so way back when when
they did all those at-large seats at one tine,
there were a ot of them
MR STEGVAI ER: Yes, mm' am
M5. POPE-BLACK: It was one of those. And so | lived

2o 3

I n Spartanburg County at that tine. Then
inherited land fromny father and built across
fromny parents. And then over tine, purchased

| and fromout there. Does that nake sense?

STEGWAI ER It does.

POPE- BLACK: Ckay.

STEGVAI ER And | appreciate that. | guess ny
final question is as the rest of Berkeley County
under st andi ng that you rent property on Dani el
| sl and, what other nexus do you have to Berkel ey
County?

POPE- BLACK: To Berkel ey County?

STEGVAI ER° Yes, ma' am

POPE- BLACK: | work there all the tine.

STEGVAI ER:  Ckay.

POPE- BLACK: There and in Charl eston.

STEGVAI ER: Have you ever had an office there?

POPE- BLACK: | don't have an office now.

STEGVAI ER: Wl | - -
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POPE- BLACK: Yeah.

STEGVAI ER: The question is have you ever had an
office there?

POPE- BLACK: No, sir. No, sir. So what | do is |
travel to the law firnms to do ny nediations, al
-- wherever | go throughout the state.

STEGVAI ER: And do you have any people there? Any
relations in Berkeley County?

POPE- BLACK: Do | have any rel atives there?

STEGVAI ER: Yes, mm' am

POPE- BLACK: No, sir.

STEGVAI ER: Thank you.

POPE- BLACK: Thank you.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Representative Jordan?
REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

IVS.

Wl cone, Ms. Pope- Bl ack.
POPE- BLACK: Thank you.

REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: | want to go back and first

acknow edge, you know, | think you' ve done a
good job tal king about how you've | earned. But
| want to kind of hear a little bit nore about
this -- the revelation, so to speak. Dd it --
was that over a period of tinme? Was that, you
know, when you wal ked away fromthe unqualified

situation previously? | nean, what was that
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t hr ough?

MS. POPE-BLACK: No. It was an immediate. 1'll be
honest with you, when it first happened, | was
upset. | was defensive. | was scared as to

like to digest that? Ws that an i medi ate

thing or over tinme thing or how did that go

what ny future held in the legal world. Wen

t hat happened, ny daughter was in sixth grade,
and | went to her to tell her, you know, what
had happened. And she sat there for a m nute,
and the first thing out of her nouth was does
that nean that you'll get to cone to ny things
at school now. And that hit ne, because

didn't realize how much | had mssed. | didn't
m ss another thing that she did at school.

had that tine to reflect on -- | started doing
the nediations. And no, it wasn't |like an

| medi ate, hey, they very next day. |'m doing
medi ations, and it's like within that first
year, I'mlike, | was really m ssing things.
Because it's true, you get on the bench,
sonetines you can forget what it's like to
practice. That happens. And |I've been given
that gift to step back. And at the tine when it
initially happened, did | see it as a gift? No.
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Do |l see it nowas a gift? Absolutely. Even if
| don't go back on the bench, |I'ma better
person for what happened to ne before. I'ma
better attorney for what happened to ne before.
And | think it's hel ped ne be a better nediator
and help people try to resolve issues
thenselves. | just think it's nmade ne a better
person overall. | learned to enjoy life, find
sonet hing outside of the law. VWhich | think
that helps with the stress. | didn't really
have that before, but |I found it. | found
sonething for me to do. And | take the tine to
do that. And since these past six years, |'ve
spoken to the famly court judges. |'ve spoken
to the bar and the famly court section. And
|"ve told all of them please find sonething to
do outside of the law. Please find sonething
for yourself outside of being a judge or
practicing. Because you' ve got to keep --

you' ve got to keep your sanity and nental health
through it all. And over tine, | have | earned
that. And | think not only nmade ne a better
person legally, as that as an occupation, but |
think it's made ne a better person overall. |

hope that answered your question. That was a
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| ong answer t oo.
REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: It does. And that's fine.

And that's why we have these -- the engagenent

opportunity to kind of wal k through sone of
t hese tough issues.

M5. POPE- BLACK: Yeah.

REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: You know, so as | | ook thr

the comments that | think sone of themyou' ve

al ready been nmade aware of, and | | ooked through
and | see nunber one -- well, let me back up so
you understand. | look at it as this is

anonynous. But when | do see a trend, it is
concern. So it's sort of a balancing test.
sonetines we see themand there's just --
there's one negative and a ton of them

M5. POPE- BLACK: Right.

REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: And then there's sonetines
they are a little bit of a skewed situation.
But in yours, it -- you know, it seens |ike
they're going back in time and giving you a
review, not necessarily with the benefit of
under st andi ng what you -- what's transpired
your life. But at the same tine, | think it
| ncunbent upon us to go back and understand

was and what is. And, | nean, | wll say t

ough

a
Now

In
'S
what
hi s
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and, you know, not trying to -- when | see one
that tal ks about a personal firearm you heard
t hat by chance?
MS. POPE-BLACK: Yes. W addressed that. And, no.
REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: Just that never happened?
M5. POPE-BLACK: Yeah, just -- | think the comment was
that | slammed a firearmon the bench. No.
never slamed a firearmon the bench.
REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: Again, you've heard that
obvi ously prior --
M5. POPE-BLACK: Yes. Wen | net with ny screening
attorney, it was brought up.
REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: |s that sonmething you had
heard before that even, or is that |ike an
all eging kind of thing that just never happened?
M5. POPE-BLACK: It's kind of, like, alleging of there
was al so an issue that | got angry with an
attorney for wearing clothes -- open-toed shoes
in court. That canme through last tinme. And
t hat never happened either. So --
REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: So totally --
MS. POPE-BLACK: No. | haven't slammed a firearmon
t he bench.
REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: Let nme totally change gears on

you and go back to sonething M. Stegmaier was
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aski ng about. Does geography matter this day in

age?

M5. POPE- BLACK: Does geography matter? | would say

in my position and experience that |'ve had

medi ating, | would say no because | can -- |
medi ate everywhere in the state. So fromthat
standpoi nt, the sanme issues that you have in one
county, you're going to have those in another
county as well. | nean, it's also -- you know,
you have judges that travel throughout the
state. As far as do | think -- and | what |
think you're doing is does it nmatter as far as

t he residency goes in running for that position.
So yes. | think in that aspect it does, and
that's why | changed ny residency, and that's
why | changed ny voter registration, because |
wanted the 9th circuit to know that | was
commtted to doing it and doing it the right
way. And so that's why | personally did that.

REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: | nean, let ne ask you a

question. |'mrem nded of another person we
screened. | think that's their second tine.
They were here a year or two ago. They were in
t he process, had noved to an area, were running,

run i s successful. One of the things we asked
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hi m back then was what happens if it doesn't
wor k out, are you going to nove away and go to
the next stop. And here we are a year or two
| ater, and that individual stayed and cenented
their life, and they're running agai n unopposed.
If this doesn't work out, is hone honme or are
you upstate bound or --

MS. POPE-BLACK: No. |I'm-- | had a place on Dani el
I sland in January, before |I even knew this seat
exi sted. So no, that's not going to change.
Qur daughter is now a freshman in college. So
we have flexibility, and it's nice. But yeah,
|*ve been there since January. Before this.

REPRESENTATI VE JORDAN: Thank you.

CHAl RVAN CASKEY: M. Stavri nakis?

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: Judge, wel cone.

M5. POPE- BLACK: Thank you.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: | appreciate your
previ ous service and your, you know, passion for
being a judge and wanting to be a judge. | have
to admt though, | find nyself troubled on
multiple fronts here. | noticed when you filed
your SCI in August that you listed not a
Char |l eston or Berkel ey address.

M5. POPE- BLACK: Un- huh.
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REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: Explain that to me.

M5. POPE-BLACK: You're tal king about the P.O box?

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  Yeah.

M5. POPE-BLACK: Yeah. That post office box is -- |
mean, that post office is about that big. W
not her has a post office box there, and | w |
keep that post office box no matter --

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: That's not the issue.
The issue is --

M5. POPE- BLACK: No.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRINAKIS: -- it's a pretty
important filing -- thisisinnm mnd. It's a
pretty inportant filing, | would think that you
woul d want to provide an address where you were
nost likely to be able to be contacted in
response to that filing. O since it's a public
filing, if anybody were | ooking at it, you would
want to provide an address that accurately
reflected your actual residence. And | would
assune, | don't know, would you have any ot her
reason to file an SClI rather than being a
candi date for the bench?

MS. POPE- BLACK: No.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: So again, a third ground

t hat causes ne to pause -- and again, | say this
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not because that m ght be statutorily

di squal i fying, but you know, I"'ma 9th Grcuit

| awyer, a 9th Grcuit resident, a 9th Grcuit

| egislator. | have a responsibility to the 9th
Judicial Grcuit, excuse nme, on multiple |evels.
And anyway, | don't want to pontificate. | do
want to give you a chance to address it. But it
did -- did cause nme sonme concern, especially
since you were a judge up there. You |ived up
there. Sounds |like you grew up up there.

Sounds like your famly lives there.

M5. POPE- BLACK: They do.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: Sounds |ike you still own
property up there, and you don't own any in the
9th Crcuit. So help ne.

M5. POPE-BLACK: So there is paperwork that when | did
|ist an address, | did list ny Daniel I|sland
address. The mailing address still is the post
of fice box, that's what's on the AIS with the
bar systemas well. So | -- and | don't know
exactly which formis which, to be quite honest
with you, but I did |ist the Daniel Island

address. But | do understand your concerns.

The one -- the thing | can just say to you is
that yes, | amcommtted to the area. | work
Garber Reporting
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there alot. I'mthere alot. Do I still work
in the Upstate? Yes. Do | still work in
Lexi ngton, Colunbia? Yes. So | do work all
over the state. | do work a lot in Berkeley and
Charleston. | do understand your concerns and
respect your concerns. | would just hope that

peopl e would know that | would want to do ny
best for that area.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: | nean, you know, |
under stand that you would want to do your best
for the area. But this is a resident seat. And
| want a resident of the 9th Judicial Grcuit,
quite honestly --

MS. POPE- BLACK: Ckay.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRINAKIS: -- in that seat. [|I'm
just being candid with you. Even your response
to staff's question | found -- | don't know. If
sonebody asked nme, you noved -- asked ne a
guestion about ny history of residences --

M5. POPE- BLACK: Ckay.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRINAKIS: -- | would just say if |
nove sonewhere at a certain tine, | would just
say | noved there a certain tinme. | wouldn't

feel the need to go into an explanation about

all the different work | do.
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MS. POPE- BLACK: Ckay.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: So, you know, | just -- |
don't feel satisfied on that front. |'mjust
going to be honest with you.

MS. POPE- BLACK: Ckay.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: The -- you know,
obviously the other issue is -- is tenperanent.
And | hear -- you know, | -- normally, I'mtorn
between trying to, you know -- | ook, we're all

| earn and i nprove everyday and should strive to.

We don't necessarily have to have sonme nmassive
event in our lives, which |'msure, you know,

| osi ng your position on the bench, you know,

m ght have been. But | think sonetines it helps

to, you know, turn the light on or whatever, you

know, in your head for what. Have you done
anyt hi ng though, because the way | look at this

I's you probably -- I"mcertain you didn't go to

wor k thinking you wanted to be a jerk to people.

Li ke stressors. |It's a tough job. | nean, |
really tough job. | tip ny hat to fam|ly court
| awyers, famly court judges. | stay out of

there, I'"mjust going to be honest with you.
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MS. POPE-BLACK: It is different. It is. And | do

just think it's areally, really tough
environnment. But | inmagine, hope for sure, that
It was the stress of the job that brought out
what ever these problematic epi sodes were. And |
worry that it takes nore that just, you know,
some self-reflection. [|'mjust being honest
with you. Wen stress happens, people react in
certain ways. And if their natural reactions
are not good ones, then they need sone help in

| ear ni ng new responses to those situations. |I'm
not trying to get into your personal business,
but. |Is there anything |like that you've done?
Because so far what |'ve heard is, |'ve done a

| ot of nmediation and |'ve, you know, done sone
reflection, and |I've -- | ook at things
differently now And that's great, but |I'mjust
wonderi ng, because anticipating if you were a
judge again, surely those stressful situations
will arise again. And | would inmagine the
pressure is different as a nedi ator versus as a
famly court judge. | would inmagine it's very

di fferent.

want to say -- you nentioned episodes. And the

understanding | had is kind of the way that |
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ran the courtroom Not outburst, episode
outburst. And, like |I've said, |'ve not seen
everything in the ballot box. But | wll say
that | can tell you that the courtroomwoul d be
ran differently. There's opportunities to run
It differently. | realize not letting people,
like | said before, not speak on the tenporary
hearings. And that is a huge part of what
famly court judges do are hear tenporary
hearings. And sonetinmes you' ve got nmultiple
ones a day. So | know what you're asking, if --
| have | gone to any form of counseling or
anything like that? No, sir. | haven't. |

don't know if that's what you were asking, but -

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: Kind of. | nean, it

could be anything. | nean, | just -- but

anyway, thank you for your response and your
candor. But you know -- and again, | think
soneone said this earlier, you have plenty of
positive. Right? But we have to ask about sone
of these other things. And just so you know, |
haven't read that | didn't get a chance to be
heard. Sone of what |'ve read is very different

t han t hat.
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M5. POPE- BLACK: Ckay.
REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: Things |i ke arrogance,
| ack of enpathy, disrespect, a few other things.

Those strike nme nore as, you know, the kind of

thing that | -- maybe | characterized it
unfairly. If | did, | apologize. Wen | said -
- what did | say, episode? | don't know |

wasn't trying to -- trying to inply that you --
you transforminto a nonster or anything. And |
apol ogize if | created that inpression. But
reactions is what I'mgetting at. They seemto
be -- and they seemto be -- at least fromthe
folks -- a lot of the fol ks that commented,
troubling reactions. And | would al so note that
there are at least a couple in here that note
experience wth you as a nedi ator and do not
bel i eve that you have changed. That al so causes
me some pause. Can you respond to that? | nean
M5. POPE-BLACK: The only thing is that I"'msorry if
t hose coupl e of people had not had a good
experience wwth ne on the bench or as a
mediator. | don't -- obviously, | don't want
peopl e to have that experience with ne. But al

| can tell you is how | personally feel |ooking
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back on things and realizing, hey, | can kind of
see that. | can kind of see where they would

say that. Having done the work that |'ve been

doi ng and doing the nediation work, | can't
answer to themspecifically. | hate that they
had that experience. | can just tell you how --

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: Do you acknow edge t hat
t hese experiences these people are reflecting in
t hese comments are real, or are you saying as |
heard you say a second ago, you're sorry they
feel that way? Because that nakes a difference
to me. Another one said you were tenperanental,
vindictive, and hold grudges. Like, that's --

t hose are very real --

M5. POPE- BLACK: Yes.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: -- descriptions. They're
not -- | didn't like nmy ruling, or I didn't get
heard on ny tenporary hearing request. You
know, | nean, that's kind of what I'mtrying to

M5. POPE-BLACK: | hate they had that experience with
me. | nmean, | would say | obviously did
sonmething for themto have that experience. And
| hate that they had that. That's not how I

want to be as a nediator, as a judge, or as a
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person in life. That is not how |l want to be.

| can just explain to you how!| feel -- how I
have changed over time. And |ooking back --
when | first canme off the defensive person about
what happened is not the person that you have
today. And | know that you don't know ne. So
you have to listen to what |'m saying, and take
It however you take it. But | was very

def ensi ve about what happened. | was upset.

And then over tine, | have been able to reflect
and say | can see how they probably got that. |
can see how they probably had that experience.
And | hate that they did that. Because |ike |
said, overall, | just don't want to be known as
a person like that. Personally or
professionally. So while | have had this tine
toreflect, I would like to say given the

opportunity that | can show that.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: Wel |, thank you for that.

And let me just say this to you. Regardless of
what any of this says, don't think that that
defines you. You told a wonderful story about
your daughter a m nute ago, and all of us have
these jobs to do. And sonetines, they are

difficult and sonetines we do a better job than
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others. |I'mthe sane as anybody el se. But
don't think that defines you as a person. |
mean, you have a, |'msure, many wonder f ul
qualities and people who | ove you, and that
matters nore than anything else, right, in the
worl d, so --

M5. POPE-BLACK: That's exactly right.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: So pl ease don't let that
define you regardl ess of what this says or how
it turns out or anything like that.

M5. POPE- BLACK: Thank you.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: Thanks.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: All right. M. Pope-Black, | wasn't
a participant in the earlier screening. And |et
me just say, let nme try and set out the things
that | see here and |I'm hearing here. And then
hopeful Iy, you can help nme understand where to
pl ace them because | have found in the tine
that |1've been doing this that it's best,
perhaps, to take a step back and try and figure
out how the pieces fit together. And what |
think 1've heard you say, and |'m paraphrasing
here, is that you have recognized in the tine
since you've left the bench that sonme of the

t hings that you had done had caused feelings,
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frustrations, that you regretted, or that you
had | ooked back and identified that, perhaps,
that there had been cause for sone of those
conplaints that were the predicate for
ultimately finding you unqualified. Do | have
t hat nmuch right?

M5. POPE- BLACK: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: And | thought | heard you say that
you sort of arrived at that point of reflection
or inflection through reflection very quickly
after leaving. And that is grown, devel oped,
solidified, hardened, becone nore clear in the
ti me since because of your experiences as a
medi ator. And the inherent | ook back that kind
of cones after a sem nal nonent in one's career.

M5. POPE- BLACK: Right.

CHAl RVAN CASKEY: Do | have that part right still?

MS. POPE- BLACK: Yes.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Ckay. | will say that what |'ve
heard you descri be here and your reactions to
all the things. That all nakes sense to ne.

And if I'm being conpletely honest with you, it
al so makes sense given the incentives that exist
for the application that you have. Right? Like

-- a candi date should say those sorts of things.
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SENATOR RANKIN: O not texting while --
CHAI RMAN CASKEY: O not texting while doing this.

It strikes nme of the tinmes that fol ks who don't
say those things that would give reason for this
Commission to ultimately arrive at a decision
that they got it we should be nore accomodati ng
or we -- or forgiveness is not the right word,
but that the Conmm ssion should appreciate the
grow h that has happened and feel assured that
there is mnimzed or a dimnished expectation
that that would happen in the future. Sorry,
that's a wordy way of trying to get to the point
of -- 1 think you're saying the things, but I'm
trying to understand how that reflection happens
and whether or not you stand by the conments
that you had nmade i medi ately after you were
found unqualified as | see reported in Go
Upstate, which is not a newspaper | subscribe
to. And let ne be first to say as an aside, |
recogni ze that reporting is a perilous business.
And relying on reports is even nore perilous

unl ess there are dedicated journalists who are

t here throughout an entire Conm ssion screening
in the room who would never fail to report

t hi ngs accurately.
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But that reports can al so nake m stakes for a
nyriad of reasons. But nonethel ess, the
headl i ne, which was probably witten by soneone
who has never set foot in this building, said
Judge i nplies Conm ssion bl ocked her election
because of gender. The article goes on to quote
from-- | take it as a witten statenent that
you sent out that said, quote, “lI do not run ny
courtroomany differently than a ot of ny male
coll eagues.” C ose quote. She wote, quote,
“I't appears there are nenbers of the |egal and
political community as well as society who have
a problemwith it.” There was anot her quote,
which | didn't mark on this hard copy, that said
in effect, didn't regret -- |I'm paraphrasi ng now
as I'mtrying to talk and read at the sane tine,.
You run your court -- you would run your
courtroomthe sane way. And perhaps |'m being
unfair by not giving you the exact quote there.
So give ne one second. | may be m xing our --
so let me just stay with the first quote.

MS. POPE- BLACK: Ckay.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: It says, “lI don't run my courtroom
any differently than nmy mal e col | eagues, peers,

or menbers of the legal and political comunity
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as well as society who have a problemwth it.”
That, as | understand it, is not an inplication,
an outright accusation, that the basis for the
deci si on was based on gender and not conduct
t hat you now acknowl edge was the cause for those
conpl ai nts.

M5. POPE- BLACK: Yeah.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Did you nean it now or did you nean
it then?

M5. POPE-BLACK: Yeah, and | said in the very
begi nni ng when | cane in today that when that
happened, | was upset. | was scared as to what
the future held. But that | was upset and | was
defensive. And | was. I'mnot -- and | know
we're staying with the first quote, but | wll
tell you this. The one thing that | will do the
same is | think everyone should be treated
fairly when they walk in the courtroomno matter
your soci oeconom ¢ standi ng, your race, your
political stance. Wen you wal k through those

doors, you should be treated fairly and

everybody should be treated the same. | still

do believe in that. Wen that article -- yes, |

was upset. | was defensive. Absolutely. Was

it -- was it right, no. Do | feel the sane
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t oday? No.

CHAI RMVAN CASKEY: And maybe | shoul d nake cl ear that

ny concern is not -- | don't have any particul ar
interest in trying to defend a Conm ssion that |
wasn't a part of. | didn't create the JMSC.
|"ve got no pride of authorship. That sort of
accusation is inconsistent with ny experiences
here. But particularly as a |egislative nenber
of the Conmm ssion, you know | exist in a
political world where | see regularly

di si ngenuous attacks from people who shoul d know
better about the process. And those attacks are
advanced for their own narrow political
anbitions. And that nay be their prerogative.

| think it ultimtely dis-serves the public.
don't think that's what's on offer in this
instance. I'msinply trying to arrive at an
under st andi ng of the sincerity of reflection
that you've offered. And | think your

expl anation here is helpful in that regard.

certainly know what it's like to feel

di sappoi nted, and -- you know, | don't do --
processing ny anger as you did here, 1'll be
quite candid with you. | would have said nmany

nore bad words. So | commend you for that

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com




© 00 N o o b~ W DN PP

N N N N NN P P P P P P PP PR
g N W N P O © 0 N O O M W N P O

TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

Page 252

professionalism Here was what | was referring
to. Thank you, dutiful hel per, Counsel or
Extraordi nare. 1In her statenent, Pope-Bl ack
sai d she stands by her conduct on the bench. So
that was not a direct quote. That was a
summation from--

M5. POPE- BLACK: On, okay.

CHAl RVAN CASKEY: -- the erstwhile reporter, who |
don't believe is wth that newspaper anynore.
So again, | offer that w thout judgenent, but
I"mtrying to put together the pieces to arrive
at the decisions that we're charged to arrive
at .

MS. POPE-BLACK: | understand. And was -- was |
t aki ng accountability then? No. AmI taking
accountability now having had the tinme? Yes.
Yes. If | didn't think that | could do a
different and better job and be an asset and a
benefit to the bench having had the benefit of
time to step off and see how | should be better
and do better, | wouldn't be back before you
t oday.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Thank you, ma'am | appreciate
that. Are there any other questions? | don't

see any fromany other Comm ssioners. This is
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generally the part of the programwhere | try
and recite sone of the positive attributes that
are shared through the ballot box. And | don't
see any reason not to do that here. The, you
know, not to dimnish the conversation that we
had, because |I think it is inportant. And it's
-- yours is a different kind of case in a |ot of
ways, as | think you woul d acknowl edge. But |
woul d just point out that there are positive
comments that | think you should be proud of.
Sonme fol ks are recogni zed, you know, the talents
t hat you have, your dedication to purpose. And
| think that's sonmething that ought not be | ost
I n the broader conversation about the issues
before us. So | don't know if that matters at
all, but I think that's not nothing at |east.
Ms. Pope-Black, that will conclude this portion
of our screening process.

M5. POPE- BLACK: Ckay.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: | do need to take this opportunity
to remnd you that pursuant to the Comm ssion's
eval uative criteria, the Conm ssion expects
candidates to followthe letter as well as the
spirit of our ethics laws, and we wll view any

vi ol ati ons or appearances of inpropriety as very
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serious and potentially deserving of heavywei ght
I n our screening deliberations. And so on that
note, as you know, if -- as the record wl|
remain open until the formal rel ease of the
qualifications report if there were an event or
reason to call you back, we could do that to
have nore di al ogue about whatever that nmay be,
again should that arise. So you understand all
of that?

MS. POPE- BLACK: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All right. Thank you for your
service to the state of South Carolina. Thank
you for offering judicial service. | certainly
wi sh you well and hope you and M. Black travel
safely back hone safe today. Thank you.

M5. POPE- BLACK: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Thank you for being here.

MS. POPE- BLACK: Thank you very nuch. Thank you

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Yes, ma'am Let's stand at ease for
about 10 mnutes or so so we can get reset for
our | ast hearing.

(O f the Record)

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Let's go back on the record as we

continue wth screenings today. The next

applicant that we have is Judge Tarita Dunbar.
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And this application is for Seat 5 in the 13th
Judicial Crcuit for the famly court. And
Judge Dunbar, if you would conme to the -- the
podiumthere. And if you would help bring the
m crophone down. Perfect. Judge Dunbar, did |
have all of that right about the application
position or the position being applied for?

M5. DUNBAR: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Al right. If you would, please
rai se your right hand.

VVHEREUPON:

TARI TA DUNBAR, being duly sworn and
cautioned to speak the truth, the whole truth
and nothing but the truth, testifies as follows:

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: And if you woul d, please state your
full name for the record.

M5. DUNBAR: Tarita Andrea, A-N-D-R-E-A, Dunbar

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Judge Dunbar, there should be sone
docunents in front of you. |If you would take a
moment to review those.

M5. DUNBAR: (kay. | see one amendment | think | need
to make on nunber 28, on ny personal data
questionnaire,.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Ckay.

MS. DUNBAR: Is this an appropriate tinme to nmake that
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request ?

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: The anendnent, is that a prepared
amendnent that you have, or you need to --

M5. DUNBAR: Well, | just -- | forgot to state -- on
the question, it says list all the courts in
whi ch you' ve been admtted to practice, and give
the dates and | didn't give the date.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Ckay. W can acconmopdate that.

M5. DUNBAR Okay.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: But otherw se, with that exception
bei ng noted, are there any other updates or
changes you need to nmake to that?

MS. DUNBAR: No, sir.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Ckay. So we'll make an all owance to
wite that in.

M5. DUNBAR Ckay.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: And with that being said, do you
have any objection to our entering in that
docunment into the record?

M5. DUNBAR No, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Ckay. Let me give staff just a
nmonment to do that.

MS. DUNBAR: Yes.

CHAl RMAN CASKEY: And again, note for the record that

we w |l adjust the portions that you've just

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com




© 00 N o o b~ W DN PP

N N N N NN P P P P P P PP PR
g N W N P O © 0 N O O M W N P O

TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

Page 257

noted with respect to adm ssion dates.

M5. DUNBAR kay. Thank you.

(EXH BIT NO. 24 MARKED FOR

| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPOSES (12
pages) PDQ

(EXH BIT NO. 25 MARKED FOR

| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPCSES (5 pages)
Swor n St at enent)

(EXH BIT NO. 26 MARKED FOR

| DENTI FI CATI ON PURPOSES (111
pages) Ruzicka Conpl aint)

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Gkay. The Judicial Merit Selection

Conmi ssi on has thoroughly investigated your
qualifications for the bench. Qur inquiry has
focused on the nine evaluative criteria, and has
I ncl uded a thorough study of your application
materials, a ballot box survey, verification of
your conpliance with state ethics |laws, a search
of newspaper articles in which your nane
appears, a study of any previous screenings, and
a check for economc conflicts of interest. W
have received one affidavit filed in opposition

to your election and one witness is present to

testify. So at this point, I'mgoing to swear
in the witness. |'ll ask you to take a seat,
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MR RUZI CKA: Ruzi cka.

CHAl RVAN CASKEY: Ruzi cka?

MR RUZI CKA: Yeah.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Ckay. M. Ruzicka, if you would,

WHEREUPON.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: And if you woul d, please state your

MR, RUZI CKA: Justin Ruzicka.
CHAI RVAN CASKEY: All right. M. Ruzicka, a couple of

Judge, anywhere you like. And at this point,
|'ll ask the witness -- sir, if you would,

pl ease cone to the m crophone there. Candidly,
|'"mnot entirely sure how to pronounce your |ast
name. And rather than enbarrass you -- |'msure
this is not the first noment in your life that
sonmeone has had sone trepidation about

pronouncing it.

pl ease raise your right hand.

JUSTI N RUZI CKA, being duly sworn and
cautioned to speak the truth, the whole truth

and nothing but the truth, testifies as follows:

full nane for the record.

notes before we get cracking here. This -- this
body is charged with the eval uation of
candi dates and the qualification, whether or not

they nmeet the statutory and constitutional
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qualifications as outlined in our evaluative
criteria, which you no doubt have seen. And the
consequence of that is that we cannot go into
any issues or matters that you experienced in
terns of re-litigating that. W can't change
any of those results. And we have in our
possession all of the materials that you have
submtted thus far. 1'll just note and thank
you for the organization and presentation. |
think just as a prelimnary note it's very
clear, and | appreciate that.

MR RUZI CKA: You're wel cone.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Candidly, it's not always presented
that way. So I'mgrateful to you for that. |
want to nmake sure that | give you a free, ful
hearing on the concerns that you have with
respect to Judge Dunbar's qualification. But as
you know, we don't have an unlimted anount of
time to do that. And | thought | m ght just
sinmply ask you how nmuch tine do you think you
need to give us, again, new material here today?

MR. RUZI CKA: No new material. Maybe 15 m nutes of
voicing -- to cover the material |'ve got.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Ckay.

MR RUZI CKA: You've got it in front of you.
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CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Ordinarily, our rules confine us to
only new material. So | want to nmake sure you
have a chance to be heard though.

MR RUZI CKA: Ckay.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: So |'mnot going to hold you to the
| etter of that. But I'mgoing to ask you maybe

could we say seven mnutes is a good way to get

t here?
MR. RUZI CKA: Sure. Easily.
CHAI RMAN CASKEY: All right. I'mgoing to turn it

over to M. H nson, and he's going to direct
sonme questions to you about the conplaint that
you' ve brought forward. And you'll see
afterwards, if you choose to stay, he also
directs questions to the Judge at the outset of
things. So this is kind of how things run here.
| hope to not have to interrupt the colloquy
between the two of you. And it's easiest for ne
to not get involved. If we all renenber that
the lady to your left, the court reporter, can
only wite down one voice at a tine. And when
peopl e tal k over each other, | have to then
interrupt. And nobody wants nme to do that. So
that all having been said, let's put seven

m nutes on the clock and recognize M. H nson.
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Thank you, M. Ruzicka.
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR H NSON.
Q Good afternoon, M. Ruzicka. How are you doi ng?
A Good. Thank you.
Q W' ve spoken on the phone a couple tines, but ny nane
Is Jimmy Hnson. [|'mthe screening attorney for M.

Dunbar. M understanding, we have provided you with
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a copy of your conplaint.
Yes.
And that is in front of you.

Yes.

o > O F

And that appears to be accurate as to what you

subm tted?

>

Absol ut el y.
Q (kay. As Chairman Caskey stated, we're not, you

know, | ooking for any new material or anything beyond

what you've submtted. That's been reviewed by the
Conmi ssion. M questions are nore to clarify what

you submtted. And | just want to nake sure the

Conmi ssion has a full understanding of what's in the

docunents.
A Sur e.

Q And so if it's okay with you, I'mjust going to start

fromyour first -- your Roman nuneral one, and your
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first allegation. And it involves the counterclaim
that you filed in response to the conplaint, or your
ex-w fe's conplaint, and seeking to hold you in
willful contempt. As | read it, it appears that you
bel i eve that counterclai mwas dismssed for failure
to provide proper service, that Ms. Dunbar di sm ssed
your counterclaimfor inproper service. Wuat | want
to clarify is your Exhibit E, which you submtted.
That is the -- that is the final order signed by
Judge Dunbar. And it does not address the
counterclaimat all, it doesn't dismss it at all.
And I'lIl also -- and when | reviewed your Exhibit H,
whi ch woul d be the transcript, on page 59 and page
60, it appears that she -- she finds that the
counterclaimis not properly before her, because a
rule to show cause had not been issued agai nst your
ex-wfe. And so I'mtrying to clarify your
conpl ai nt, your allegation, which suggests she

di sm ssed your counterclaimfor inproper service when
it appears to me, she did not rule that it was

| nproper service. That it seems that it just was not
properly before her. And | wanted to give you a
chance to clarify that.

|t appears that the conversation during the court --

while we were at court, is -- was pre-transcript.
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>

And apparently not on the record. Because there was
a back and forth between nyself and the opposing
counsel. And opposing counsel said | had -- | had
not properly served the plaintiff, ny ex-wife, the
counterclaim And so | don't see that in the
transcript. And | see the very beginning. None of
that conversation that happened. So it's not --
unfortunately, it's not on the record. But that --
that's -- and so at the end, it seens like to cover
herself, she said that it wasn't before her, to
answer your question.

So just to clarify that conversation, you said that

was between you and opposing counsel ?

During -- during -- we're standing in front of the
judge. We're -- and there was -- | thought we were
under -- under, you know -- but it's not -- it's not
here.

Ckay. Fair enough.

Yeah.

Thank you. And I'm-- I'mgoing to -- I"'mgoing to
kind of lump in a few of these.

Sur e.

Because as | | ook at your Roman nuneral two, |
believe it's three, four, and six, those all go to

par agraph five.
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That's really the paragraph that's -- yes, sir.

Yes, sir. Ckay. So I'mgoing to lunp those together
In the next set of questions. But it appears that
you al |l eged that Judge Dunbar basically rubber
stanped the proposed order submtted by your ex-
wife's attorney. That that was bias towards you as a
pro se litigant. That that proposed order called for
your inmmediate arrest for failure to conply, that
that denied you due process for -- you call it self-
executing, a self-executing clause in the order. And
essentially some failure on your part to act in the
future would result in an arrest and you woul d not
have an opportunity to be heard before court. And it
goes back to where | started, Judge Dunbar basically
rubber stanped what the -- your ex-wife's attorney
proposed. (Going back to your exhibits, |'mlooking
at Exhibit E, again, the final order. Exhibit F

|'ve been operating under the assunption that that is
t he proposed order, because it is different than your
E, which is the final order. But as | read the final
order, Judge Dunbar handwites in paragraph five that
failure to conply would result not in a custodi al
arrest, but it would result in a bench warrant.

VWhi ch woul d al |l ow you to be brought before the court

to explain why you have not fulfilled the terms of
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the order, which was final paynent of outstanding
attorneys fees. So again, I"'mjust trying for the
Conmi ssion's sake trying to bridge sone gaps between
what |'mreading in the conplaint and what |'m
reading in your exhibits. And so if you could
clarify that for me as well.

Yeah. Well, issuing a bench warrant for a

hypot hetical future event is not follow ng the due
process protected under the Constitution and under
the Articles, you know, of South Carolina 1 and
Section 3. So there is no due process there. It's
deni ed.

Ckay.

For future, hypothetical event.

Ckay. And like I said, | just lunped in what | think
were about four of your six. So | do want to give
you just a second to expound on that if you want.

QG herwi se, | just have one other area of your
conplaint that | would |ike to address before | turn
It back over to Chairman Caskey. |f you have
anything el se on those four. Because again, | kind
of -- did kind of lunmp themtogether. | just want to
make sure you have an opportunity.

| mean, paragraph five, you know, you're -- the

Comm ssion's concerns are for nine criteria. You
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know, Constitutional qualifications being one of
them And if a judge disregards Constitutional
mandates in practice, it would suggest that it

di squalifies her fitness to uphold them And again,
in my order, she bypassed article one, section three,
due process clause, but pre-judging future contenpt
wi t hout any hearing, wthout -- rubber stanping, as

you said, one side, the proposed order from one side.

And | don't believe this is a nere error. | believe
it's a systematic failure to -- failure of honor of
the qualifications that she swore to defend. | also

think it speaks boldly regards to her ethical fitness
wi t hout being neutral. You know, Canon 3(b),

par agraph seven, specifically is against ex parte

I nfl uences, and effectively by endorsing one party's
draft wi thout neutral revision, noreover pre-inposing
contenpt for future actions flouts Canon 1's
conmmtnent to justice without inproprietary, eroding
the public confidence. And ny affidavit does cite a
few other instances in this case where simlarly one
sided rulings were ignored. Pro se evidence was not
taken into consideration. Again, this just anplifies
the ethical |apse in Judge Dunbar. And | guess one
thing that | didn't include in ny draft to you guys,

and | apol ogi ze for that, was an e-nmail that | had
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received fromthe attorney, Vanessa Kornylo's

assi stant, where she had stated she woul d be hand-
delivering the proposed order to the judge that day.
So that's -- that's where I'msaying that it was ex
parte communi cation that that m ght not have been
known or in nmy prior stuff. Again, also --

Ckay. I'magetting --

Go ahead.

Just -- yeah. Just to -- | want to nmake sure we -- |
want to give you an opportunity to address anything
the chairman has after my questions and --

Sure.

-- | want to abide by his seven and a half mnute
rule here. But the last thing that | want to ask
before I, again, turn it back over to Chairman Caskey
Is, it's your -- | believe it's your Roman nunera
five. And in the order, there's a nention of the
property you own in Florida, or at |east you owned at
that tine. And you state in the conplaint that she
pre-judged the liquidity of that Florida asset

W t hout evidence or cross-examnation. And | want to
point you to, again, your -- your own Exhibit H,

which is the transcript. And |I'm|looking at page 70.

And -- I'msorry, page 71, line 24 in response to
question -- questioning about that Florida property.
Garber Reporting
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You state that you coul d have done that. And I'm
just looking again, that's line 24 in response to
questions fromyour ex-wife's attorney. And then |'m
al so looking at the top of page 72, line 3, where
you're asked if there's $114,000 of equity in that
property. And you answer, It does, | believe. And
so I'm again, just to clarify sone -- trying to
bridge a gap again that in your conplaint, you' re ask
-- you're saying that she's pre-judging it wthout

evi dence, but you're on the record saying you coul d
have sold it, and there is equity in that property.
And | just want to give you a chance to clarify that
for the Comm ssion's sake.

Yeah. That's a Florida property. The state of South
Carolina has no jurisdiction outside of the South
Carolina border. So having any ruling that would
reflect a -- something that doesn't have
jurisdiction, it's a noot point how much equity is in
the property. And in ny nere belief of equity,

again, is not evidence as it were to show|l'mnot a -
- I"mnot a appraiser, you know, so |'mnot an expert
inthis -- you know, so that's the -- that's the

| evel of which | was communi cati ng.

Ckay.

And where are you seeing this is paragraph -- in
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Roman nuneral five? Wat paragraph, subparagraph?

G I'msorry, G |'msorry, F. Judge Dunbar is

pre-judging the liquidity of the Florida asset

W t hout evi dence or cross-exannation. The judge

deni ed due process and manifested bias towards the

plaintiff's narrative. So in pre-judging the

liquidity without evidence, I'mjust |ooking at the

transcript where she heard testinony fromyou that it

coul d have been sold, and there was equity.

Again, that's not -- that's not evidence. That's not

evidence. It's -- I'mnot a -- and when we're at our

original, you know, court hearing in the 2023, this

standard of evidence provided by an expert witness

was that they had to, you know, be specified in the

field, they had to have nmany years, they had to have

training and school and know edge. And so evidence,

again, was not just the testinony of a |layperson in

Aneri ca.

Ckay. Thank you

MR, HINSON. M. Chairman, that's all the questions |
have about the conplaint.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Al right. Thank you, M. Hi nson.
M. Ruzicka, | want to give you a chance -- you
know, we went through the questioning. And I

recogni ze that our time there was broken up
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And you may have cone with an idea of what you

really wanted to say. And we've gone about 14

mnutes or so onit. | want to extend to you
t hough, let's call it around five mnutes. And
you -- if you want to take it. And if not,

certainly understand. So you know, procedurally
where this is headed is we'll have taken your
testinony. We'Il invite the judge back up to
make any comments in response that she wants or
not. And then we will proceed with the other
screening questions that are a part of this
process. Then the Conm ssion will have a -- at
some point, we will enter into an executive
session. And enter into deliberation. So there
won't be any resolution tonight for you to walk
away with. But | just want to nake sure you
under st ood where we were headed. And so having
said all of that, if you'd like to share with us

any thoughts.

MR. RUZI CKA: | prepared sonething. | would
appreciate it.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Yes, sir. |'d be happy to hear
fromyou.

MR RUZI CKA: Ckay. Thank you. Good afternoon. |

appreci ate your guys' tinme and effort in this.
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And 1'Il try to be as brief as | can. |I'ma
resident of South Carolina. |'ve w tnessed, you
know, the actions of the Honorable Tarita A
Dunbar in the 13th Judicial Court both wth

| egal counsel and both w thout |egal counsel as
a pro se defendant in the famly court. Either
way, injustices are drafted in orders every
time. And | cone here not out of personal

ani mus, but as a concerned citizens who believes
inthe integrity of the judiciary. And | know
according to your procedural rules, and you
know, that your Conm ssion's sacred duty is to
rigorously screen candi dates on the nine core
criteria that was thankfully e-mailed, and |
appreciate it, and hold that only the highest
cal i ber serve on our bench. These criteria, |

t hi nk, safeguard public trust, they uphold due
process, and they protect the Constitutional
rights of all South Carolinians. Especially the
vul nerabl e parties of the famly court where
lives and famlies hang in the balance. In ny
case, spanning over five years, Judge Dunbar
presided with the pattern of conduct that |
respectfully submt falls short of these

st andar ds. My affidavit details nultiple
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I nstances, but I will focus on the nost
egregious, the Rule to Show Cause, paragraph
five, that drafted verbatimthe plaintiff's
proposed version despite ny objections, and
opposed an automatic wllful contenpt sanctions
for hypothetical future, non-paynent of attorney
fees. This is without prejudice, wthout
hearing, or an opportunity to be heard. This is
not justice. This is judicial sabotage of the
hi ghest degree. It violates the core principles
that the Constitution, 14th Anendnent, and the
very fabric that our country was founded upon,
that all are innocent until proven guilty. This
screans fromthe rooftops injustice shown by a
tyrant dictator. And it also violates South
Carolina Article 1, Section 3, SCRP Rul e 40,
paragraph C, which requires contenpt proceedi ngs
to follow specific procedural safeguards,
including a rule to show cause before sancti ons.
As a pro se litigant, | was denied a |evel
playing field as Vanessa Kornylo submtted her
proposal on July 17th. | reviewed it,

responded. She ignored those responses. And
hand-delivered it to the judge where Judge

Dunbar signed the version ignoring ny
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adapt ati ons, and accepting the plaintiff's

| anguage whol esone. This bias arose the due
process rights and exenplifies a broader
detrinment to South Carolina citizens under her
tenure. Let nme tie these facts directly to your
nine criteria. Again, the qualifications, you
know, | already said constitutionally, that yes,
she is -- does neet the baseline. She's a
citizen, she's of age, she's been an attorney

ei ght plus years, five years of residency. But
| would strongly urge that her disregard for
constitutional mandates in practice disqualifies
her fitness to uphold them | would al so say, |
-- professional and academ c ability, a
qualified judge nust be, quote, well-versed and
fundanental |egal principles and procedural

rul es, end quote, per your checklist. Judge
Dunbar's order m sapplies SCRCP Rul e 40,
paragraph C, which nandates a hearing and
findings on contenpt, not automatic future
penalties. She overl ooked South Carolina Code
15-35-30"s requirenent for clear, specific
orders, enforceable only post-violation. 1In

par agraph three, she acknow edge ny i nproved

fi nances, increased rental income, and cl eared

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N DN N NN R P P R PR R R R R R
O » W N P O © 0 N O O » W N P O

TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

Page 274

debts, yet arbitrarily found nme in wllful
contenpt and ignoring the evidentiary standards
under Rule 43. This isn't scholarly application
of the law, it's a root of favoritismas if
academ c rigor was abandoned for expediency. M
subm tted financial declaration was uncontested
and proved ny ability to nake paynents,

install nents. Yet she inposed a $5, 000 purge

W t hout considering alternatives. There are
affordable in South Carolina Code 20-3-130. You
know, the fourth quality for a good -- for a
quality judge that you guys judge on is
character. Character demands, quote, ethical
standards and work habits, end quote. Be above
reproach. Wth financial responsibility as a
proxy for self-discipline. As Judge Dunbar's
hasty signing of biased orders rushing past ny
June 18th response reflects poor work habits and
ethical shortcuts. Her pattern detailed in ny
affidavit of dism ssing notions w thout hearings
suggests intol erance for pro se voices,

conprom sing the inpartiality that defines
judicial character. Character is revealed in
how a judge treats the unrepresented. Jailing a
father for 90 days over a $10, 000 bal ance when
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he had al ready paid $42,000 over the course of
two years to the plaintiff who then waived
strict conpliance for two years denonstrates
punitive bias and inpartial character. South
Carol i ni ans deserves judges whose deeds, not
just words, exhibit unwavering integrity.
Reputation, the fifth category. Your Conmm ssion
wi sely solicits a bar and clerk to input -- to
gauge reputation. As practicing |awers and

t hose exposed to the court system nust have
confidence in the judiciary. Yet in
Geenville's 13th Court, 13th Crcuit, the

whi spers of Judge Dunbar's detrinent to famlies
grows |louder. 1In cases one of many her public
dockets showi ng repeated appeals and conpl aints
by i nking orders that deny basic fairness, she
tarni shes not just her own reputation, but South
Carolina's bench as well. Anonynobus surveys
under your Rule 10 would likely reveal this
erosion. And | encourage deeper inquiry beyond

just the bench and bar poll.

CHAl RVAN CASKEY: M. Ruzicka?

MR, RUZI CKA: Yep.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: You've gone about seven m nutes now.
MR RUZI CKA: | have one nore paragraph.
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CHAI RMAN CASKEY: All right. | was just going to
extend to you about three mnutes or so to | and
t he pl ane.

MR. RUZI CKA: Awesone.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Because | think you've done a
masterful job in presenting your perspective
wth us, so with that --

MR. RUZI CKA: | appreciate your patience.

CHAl RVAN CASKEY: Yes, sir.

MR RUZI CKA: And thank you for your grace.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: | want you to feel heard.

MR. RUZI CKA: Your eight category is judicial
tenperanent. A strong enphasis here. Judges
must avoid arrogant, inpatient, arbitrary
conduct. Judge Dunbar's order exenplifies
arbitrariness. Sentencing ne to 90 days in jail
for past fees while preenptively threatening
warrants for future | apses without Rule 40's
process, 90 days in jail was a sentence Judge
Dunbar ordered for me owi ng $10, 000 of an
ori gi nal $52,000 expense, attorneys fees that |
was ordered to pay. | had paid $42, 000 over the
course of two years, an average of $20,000 a
year. The plaintiff accepted every one of those

paynments w thout objection, without filing a
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contenpt, and w thout demandi ng the bal ance
within the originally 200 day wi ndow. A |ong
standi ng South Carolina | aw that conducts --

t hat conduct constitutes acqui escence and wai ver
of strict deadlines. Equitable estoppel against
later claimng willful contenpt and the
nmodi fi cations of the party's courses of conduct.
The plaintiff can't sleep on her rights for two
years and accept substantial 80 percent paynent,
and then suddenly demand jail tinme for unpaid
remai nder. Yet Judge Dunbar ignored all these
uncontradi cted evidence and testinony. Evidence
that the plaintiff provided, Judge Dunbar made
no findings what soever as to the waiver or

est oppel and posted a draconian 90 days jaill
sentence that was inpartial. This is not
inpartial justice. |It's punitive, overbearing,
and the bias shocks one's consci ous.
Furthernore, the plaintiff admts in her own
witing that she sustains strenuous objections
fromthe defendant but curtailed ny responses
per the orders on recital. A tenperate judge
does not award a party's two year acqui escence
Wi th sudden jail tinme while sinultaneously

giving the sane party's hand-delivered order
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BY MR HI NSON:

Q Judge Dunbar ?

A Yes. Well first, | just want to say good afternoon
to M. Chairman and M. Vice Chairman and to these
honorabl e conm ttee nmenbers. Thank you for your time
and it's an honor for ne to be here before you today.

Q Judge, you've received the conplaint. You' ve had a

preferential treatnment. This isn't arbitrary.
It's overbearing, it's hostile to pro se
litigants. This inpatient towards pro se
parties fosters an adversarial not equitable
tenperanment. |Inpeding justice is your own
criteria warned.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Thank you, M. Ruzicka.

MR, RUZI CKA: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: | appreciate you being here. You've
given us a lot to think about. Again,
appreci ate your tine.

MR, RUZI CKA: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Thank you, sir. Judge Dunbar, if
you will. Yeah, |'mgoing to recognize M.
H nson.

RE- EXAM NATI ON

chance to reviewit. And you've heard his testinony

today. Wuld you like to offer any response to that?
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A

Well, just that -- to respect y'all's time, | deny
everything that M. Ruzicka has said and | deny
everything that he's indicated in his conplaint
against me. And --
CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Judge, will you pull the m crophone
a bit closer.
M5. DUNBAR: Ch, |'msorry.
| deny specifically everything that M. Ruzicka said
here today. | deny everything that he's conpl ai ned
about me in the record. And I will let the record
speak for itself, but | could not help but indicate
that there's a m sunderstandi ng about the -- from M.
Ruzi cka regardi ng himbeing punished for future
violations. That order, the bench warrant, was
I ssued if he does not conply with the purge. | held
himin contenpt. He had opportunity to purge. |f he
does not do the purge, then the 90 days woul d kick
in. Soit's not for future violations. Just to
clarify that. Does that make sense? And so |I'll let
the remai nder of the record speak for itself.
Al'l right. Thank you for that, Judge Dunbar. Judge
Dunbar, after serving 11 years on the famly court,
why do you want to continue serving as a famly court
j udge?

| love being a famly court judge, and nost
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importantly, | love the state of South Carolina. And

| care about famlies. And | want to continue on ny

work in this pursuit.

Judge Dunbar, what do you think your reputation is

anong attorneys that practice before you?

Well, unfortunately, we don't get any feedback,

because naturally they are nore likely afraid to say

I f they have a conplaint against you. You only get

the conplaints when it's time for re-election. | do

W sh there was an opportunity that | coul d get

f eedback, because | take this feedback and these

conpl aints or negative comrents or any comments

seriously. And | want to inprove and be a better

judge. But | believe that |I'mknown as a caring

judge. | brought sone letters here that | have from

different lawers that indicate that it's a pleasure

to practice in your court, and | have one from an

attorney that indicated that she -- if | can have a

moment to read that.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: Judge, I'mafraid --

They tell me how kind I amand --

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Judge, I'mafraid the -- if | can
interrupt just briefly. I'mafraid our rules
preclude us fromaccepting anything at this

stage in the proceedings.
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MS. DUNBAR: (kay. So | couldn't read anything?

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: No, ma'am

MS. DUNBAR: (Ckay.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY:  Thank you.

Vel |, anyway, |'ve gotten letters and people
conplimenting ne and thanking ne for |istening and |
believe | have a great reputation.

Thank you, Judge. Judge, what is your viewon if and
when ex parte communi cations are all owed?

| never engage in ex parte conmunications, ever.
make sure to copy every person, just to be careful
just to be safe.

Thank you. Judge Dunbar, in your PDQ you discl osed
three separate political donations to menbers of the
House and the Senate. Did you nmake those donations,
or did a nmenber of your famly nake those donations?
A nember of ny famly. | did not.

Thank you. Judge Dunbar, the Conm ssion received 437
bal ot box surveys regarding you with 58 additional
comments. The ball ot box survey, for exanple,
contained the follow ng positive comments. One
conment stated you have excel |l ent demeanor and
conpetency. Another described you as know edgeabl e,
patient, courteous, objective, pragnatic, and fair.

Some of the comments express concerns, and while many
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of the comments were positive in describing your
know edge of the law, sone raised concerns about your
academ c ability that you sonetines issued

i nconsi stent ruling, and that perhaps you | ack
confidence to make difficult decisions. Wat
response would you offer and -- what response woul d
you offer to those concerns.

Ckay. | first want to say that |I'ma judge that |
don't think that 1'momipotent or that | have all
know edge know ng everything. [If |I'mnot too proud,
that an error is pointed out to ne that |'ve made in
my ruling or any decisions that |'ve made, |'m happy
to change those decisions. | work hard. | take ny
time and deliberate. | use the advice of the

Honor abl e Joseph McGowan that told ne, Tarita, in
particular on tenporary hearings, because that's
where nost of the cases cone in on, is that take it
under advi senment, but make sure that you give the
ruling before the end of the week, and that's what |
do. And | realize the inportance of ny decisions,
how they affect and change the trajectory of people's
lives. So | take nmy tine and | deliberate. And as
far as inconsistent rulings wthout any specificity,
| -- this -- the first time | came up for re-

el ection, there was never a conplaint on that. But |
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have in m nd one person or one attorney that m ght
feel that way in regards to attorneys fees where this
| awyer canme in the court on a tenporary hearing, and
| submtted my ruling by a meno by e-mail, and |
indicated in there ny reasons for denying tenporary,
but hol ding her tenporary attorney's fees in
abeyance, because she did not submt item zed
statenent of those fees. The attorney was very angry
about it. And at the next hearing, she cane -- that
attorney came inin regards to a nodification of a
financial matter in a divorce decree. And the order
specifically stated in the divorce decree that the
financi al burden could not be nodified. And the
attorney on the opposite side was requesting
attorney's fees. And it was ny fault that they |eft
the courtroomw thout nme getting the attorney's fees.
So | e-nmailed the attorneys to ask themto submt the
attorney's fees, and I woul d consider giving her sone
attorney's fees, because | think it was just clear to
me that the litigant on the opposite side, the

def endant had to cone into court on sonething that
was obvious in the order that that financial
situation could not be nodified. And | gave her sone
of her attorney's fees, and the attorney of course --

and | understand where the anger cane from So
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that's the only thing | can think of that could be
consi dered an inconsistent ruling.

Thank you, Judge. Another concern was that you
sonetines nmake comments that can be perceived as
personal in nature and can perhaps show bias. How
woul d you respond to those concerns?

Well, let me just say this, any comment that | nake
cones froma heart of caring. | nake sure that | --
that every litigant feels utterly respected and
they're -- and respected, and | respect them and |'m
never rude on any coments that | say. | just feel
the room And | don't make anything any conmments --
|'ve been conplinmented actually fromlitigants and
fromattorneys. But thank you for saying that. And
so, | -- like on one cooment | had recently with one
father, he came in for a second tenporary hearing.
And this particular parent had an issue with
drinking. And | sawin the affidavits where he |oves
cycling and he loves pickleball. And | told him I
said, | don't know why you're drinking. There's --
It's a concern, but the nother was pointing that out.
And | said that why don't you pick up cycling? You

| ove cycling and pickleball. | said, cycling could
become a very addictive, and that coul d be sonething

you could do instead of turning to the bottle. So
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whatever | offer is out of concern and care, and |'m
careful what | say to not be condescending or rude or
di srespectful in any way.

Thank you, Judge Dunbar. | would note that the
Upstate Ctizens Commttee found Judge Dunbar
qualified in the evaluative criteria of

constitutional qualifications, physical health, and
mental stability. The Commttee found her well-
qualified in the evaluative criteria of ethica
fitness, professional and academ c ability,

character, reputation, experience, and judici al
temperanent. The Conmmittee stated in summary: Judge
Dunbar's poise and graciousness is always well -
received, and it is reflected in her courtroomas our
I nvestigation revealed. Lawers and litigants alike
are treated fairly with dignity and respect, and she
Is acredit to the famly court bench. And Judge, |
just have some housekeepi ng questions for you.

Ckay.

JMSC procedural Rule 17 includes a prohibition of any
candi date from attendi ng or watching any portion of
the live streamor recordings of the public hearings
of this cycle until after all hearings are concl uded.
Have you watched or |istened to any of these hearings

bef ore your appearance today?
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No.

Has any ot her person relayed any information about
any of the proceedings before the Comm ssion to you?
No.

Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
contacted any nenbers of the Conm ssion about your
candi dacy?

No.

Are you famliar with Section 2-19-70, including the
limtations on contacting nmenbers of the CGeneral
Assenbly regardi ng your screening?

Yes.

Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
sought or received a pledge of any |egislator either
prior to this date or pending the outconme of your
screen?

No.

Have you asked any third parties to contact menbers
of the General Assenbly on your behal f --

No.

-- or are you aware of anyone attenpting to intervene
in this process on your behal f?

Absol utely not.

Have you reviewed and do you understand the

Conmi ssion's gui delines on pledging and South
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Carolina Code 2-19-70(e)?

Yes.

Ckay.

MR HINSON:. And | would just note for the record
that any concerns raised during the
I nvestigation regarding the candi date were
I ncorporated into the question and the candi date
today. And with that, M. Chairman, | don't
have any further questions.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Thank you, sir. Menbers of the
Comm ssi on have questions for Judge Dunbar?
Representative Stavrinakis?

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  Judge, how are you?

JUDGE DUNBAR. |'mdoing well, thank you.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: Good to see you

JUDGE DUNBAR (Good to see you too.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: Thank you for your
servi ce.

JUDGE DUNBAR: Thank you

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: And for wanting to
continue to serve. Overall, your -- your ball ot
box comments are very positive, and | -- you
know, | think all of us try to tenper our
questions at the beginning with that. But | do

want to ask you, there are a couple that were
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violence, that the fenales need to get married

and stay married in those rel ationshi ps.
JUDGE DUNBAR: No.
REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  Ckay.

JUDGE DUNBAR: | woul d never say anything |ike that.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: All right. | nmean,

can

you hel p us explain where that nmay be com ng

fromthen? | nean, these are two different

it looks Iike two different, am|l right, it

| ooks like two different ones. Yeah. It |ooks

li ke there are two different ones, and they're

sonewhat simlar but alittle bit different

these -- these allegations of -- well, it's a

simlar allegation.
JUDGE DUNBAR: Ri ght.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: But they're different.

It looks like they're different. You can't

don't think it's possible for a person to submt

twce. So --

JUDGE DUNBAR: Right. | cannot fathomthat | would

say stay married to soneone that commtted

donesti c vi ol ence.

n
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REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: kay. So --

JUDGE DUNBAR: | nean, maybe they -- |'ve said to stay
married, but maybe it was -- | didn't see any
evi dence of domestic violence. | -- | have
orders of protection, and | never -- nost of
t hose people aren't married, so |'mjust
conf used.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: Wl |, one of them | think
it's get married and stay marri ed.

JUDGE DUNBAR: Not with --

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: And the other, it is get
married and stay married no matter what.

JUDGE DUNBAR: No. | don't say it in those terns, no.
And what I'll say is that | have to -- | have to
make an attenpt to reconcile people's marriages,
but not in any way do | say that about stay
married forever or under any circunstance. No.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: Judge, | don't practice
in famly court, so | -- honestly, | don't know
how t hese things are handled. But in terns of
reconciling or attenpting to reconcile.

JUDGE DUNBAR: W have to do a reconciliation
conference. That's part of the statute.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: Ckay. But does that

typically involve, you know, a declaration from
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t he bench that people should stay married? |
mean - -

JUDGE DUNBAR: | never say stay married, but what --
what | can tell you --

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: Ckay. Just -- just --

JUDGE DUNBAR: Ckay.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: Let ne --

JUDGE DUNBAR: Ckay.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRINAKIS: | would -- | would, you
know -- | ook, again, | don't do this work. |I'm
just trying to ask. | would be surprised though
If that's the way that the court should --
shoul d be proceeding. |'mnot saying you are.

|"mjust saying that's what's being said here.
And | would Iike, you know, if you could educate
me on how that works in general, and then
respond to these specific allegations.

JUDGE DUNBAR: Ckay. Now | do -- | renenber one case
where | had a DSS parent. They conpleted their
treatnment plan. They had two children, and I
congratulated them And | said, what are you
going to do next. And | -- and they didn't -- |
said, you're going to get married. And they got
married, and they invited ne to the wedding. So

| can't think of anything that |'ve said to
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anybody about stay married under any
ci rcunst ances.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  Ckay.

JUDGE DUNBAR: Now, | do say it to the individuals
that | eave from separate support and mai nt enance
agreenment when soneone is very enotional, | say
you're not divorced yet, you can still get back
together if that's what you w sh.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S:  Sur e.

JUDGE DUNBAR: Yeah.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: Ckay. Well, you know,
kind of the way |'ve approached this is -- with
everybody is | think it's hard for us to, you
know, sonetinmes to figure out exactly what went
on.

JUDGE DUNBAR: Yeah.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: W don't have the context
of a case --

JUDGE DUNBAR: Yeah.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRINAKIS: -- O a hearing. But,
you know, the way | feel personally about doing
this is, you know, what | would like to see our
judges do is when they hear these kinds of
things to take themto heart, certainly.

JUDGE DUNBAR: O course.
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REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: Rat her than just
bl anketly say | don't do that. Like sonebody
has a strong perception and nenory of an issue.
And what | would like to hear fromyou and --
you know, |'ve kind of done this with everybody,
I s an acknowl edgnment that people had a certain
experience that they've shared, and that we can
do better. And so hopefully, you will do that.
And | thank you for indulging ne wth those

guestions --
JUDGE DUNBAR: Well, I'"mglad you did.
REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: -- and for your

responses. Yes, nma'am

JUDGE DUNBAR: And, of course, | will nmake sure that |
just don't say anyt hing.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI'S: Well, | want you to do
your | ob.

JUDGE DUNBAR: Yeah.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: Ckay? W all do.

JUDGE DUNBAR: Right. But | speak from-- | never
di srespect anyone. | don't. | try ny hardest
to make every individual think that | care.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: Ckay. And -- and that's
great that you go and do it with that. But

again, | just want to say again, that sone fol ks
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have presented sone specific responses here.

And again --

JUDGE DUNBAR: Ckay.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRINAKIS: -- | would |ike you to --
this is me talking -- Take those to heart.

JUDGE DUNBAR: Ch, | will.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: Do sone sel f-eval uati on,
sone reflection on things that we can all al ways
do better. Right?

JUDGE DUNBAR: O course.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: And criticismis not the
end of the world.

JUDGE DUNBAR: No.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRINAKIS: It's not. It's not a
total, you know, catastrophe. Again, we can
al ways do better.

JUDGE DUNBAR: O course. | want to do better.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: That goes for me first of
all though. GCkay? Thank you.

JUDGE DUNBAR: Thank you.

REPRESENTATI VE STAVRI NAKI S: Yes, nma' am

JUDGE DUNBAR: Thank you, sir.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: O her nmenbers of the Conmm ssion with
guestions? Senator Rankin?

SENATOR RANKI N:  Judge Dunbar ?
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Page 294
JUDGE DUNBAR: Yes.
SENATOR RANKI N: Luke Rankin. | have been |istening.
| have not been sitting watching, but |'ve been
listening to the conplaint, listening to the
exchange. And | am-- | renenber our tine
together. |'mrem nded of our tine together by

the gentleman sitting behind you over your |eft

shoul der.

Conm ssi on before when we visited with you. And
| remenber there was a chal |l enge and not

conpl aint, but a challenge with your reception
and | guess perception within the bar in the
Upstate. And | want you to know, obviously

gi ving credence to and hearing the conplaint,

but al so recogni zi ng your response and denial in
the record, which we have to judge that this is
not an easy job. It is a thankless job, and the
prospect of sonebody being put in jail for a
$10, 000 paynment towards a $50,000 fine or fee or
what ever that was, or the decision with other
cases that have resulted in famlies being put
back together or children being adopted by

fol ks. The good and the bad and the difficult,
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it is not an easy role. And so | comend you
for wanting to continue to do it. But | also
want to charge you lovingly, respectfully, and
to the degree that we can to strive to continue
to do better and to learn and to be a person in
the -- in the gap having to define between right
and wrong, not maeking friends, but trying to do
the right thing that the law requires you to do.
And so | just want to commend you for that. Not
pat you on the back solely.

JUDGE DUNBAR: | under st and.

SENATOR RANKIN: But also try to help lift you up so
that you'll be exactly what you want to be when

you cone back.

JUDGE DUNBAR: | appreciate that so nuch. | really
try, and | want to be a good judge. | really
do. | care. | honestly do. About every

I ndi vidual that comes in this courtroom

CHAl RMAN CASKEY: O her nenbers of the Comm ssion?
Judge, |'Il just echo what Senat or Rankin has
said. And, you know, | think the points that
Representative Stavrinakis raised wwth you are
| mportant ones to take on.

JUDGE DUNBAR: Yes, of course.

CHAl RMAN CASKEY: | would be remss if | didn't also
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Page 296
poi nt out that sone of the feedback in the
bal | ot box survey points towards what is
perceived as unpredictability. | raise it with

you not because there's a way to provide a real
di rect answer and response to a generic
observation in the ballot box. But sonething to
be m ndful of, because as | awers, one of the
things, at least fromny perspective, that |
value a lot fromjudges, and this is not to
dimnish the other qualities that | appreciate

I n judges, but predictability. |If something --
If a judge wants to conduct business one way you
woul d expect the sane judge to conduct the sane
business in a simlar way going forward. And
when that doesn't exist, it needlessly creates
stress, frustration, and other things that |

t hi nk degrade the nost efficient operation of
the court system And so | just raise it here
wi th you because we have an opportunity. And
again, | feel like | would be remss if | didn't
share that with you as an area of concern as you

go forward.

take all these comments and try to work harder.
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we were earlier in the day. | perhaps woul d
have used even nore words to arrive at that

poi nt, but being m ndful of the darkened skies,
| don't want to keep you here any longer than it
IS necessary. So that's perhaps nmy excuse for
directness at this point. Al right. Let ne

| ook around. And | don't see anyone el se

i ndicating the desire to pose additional
questions to you. So that will conclude this
portion of the screening process. | do need to
take this opportunity to rem nd you that
pursuant to the Comm ssion's eval uative
criteria, the Comm ssion expects candidates to
follow the letter as well as the spirit of our
ethics laws and that we woul d view any

| npropriety or -- appearance of inpropriety or
violation as very serious and deserving
potentially of heavy weight in our screening
deli berations. On that note, as you know, the
record will remain open until the formal release
of the qualifications report and should the need
arise, we would have the ability to call you
back for further discussions if that need were

to arise.

M5. DUNBAR Okay.
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CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Do you understand all of that?

MS. DUNBAR Yes, sir.

CHAl RMAN CASKEY: All right. Wnderful. Thank you
for your service to the state of South Carolina.
Thank you for offering your continued judicial
service. And | wi sh you best -- wish you all
t he best as you | eave out of here this evening.

M5. DUNBAR Well, thank you. And | thank you for the
comments and your questions. And | take them
seriously. And try to do better, | prom se.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: All right.

M5. DUNBAR All right. Thank y'all.

CHAI RMAN CASKEY: Thank you. That will conclude this
hearing. Wth no further business on our agenda
for today Senator Rankin noves that the body do
now recede until 9:00 A M tonorrow norning.
Does that sound right?

M5. CRAWFORD: Correct.

CHAI RVAN CASKEY: 9:00 A .M tonorrow norning. That
noti on bei ng seconded by Representative
Stavrinakis. Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

MEMBERS: Aye

CHAl RMAN CASKEY: Al |l opposed, nay? The ayes have it.
And the Comm ssion wll recede until 9:00 A M
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t onorr ow whereupon we wi |l resunme our screening

hearings. Thank you all for being
(O f the Record)
(There being no further questions,

concluded at 5:30 p.m)

her e.

t he hearings
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

|, KATHRYN BOSTROM COURT REPORTER AND NOTARY PUBLI C
| N AND FOR THE STATE OF SOUTH CARCLI NA AT LARGE, HEREBY
CERTI FY THAT | REPORTED THE HEARI NGS ON TUESDAY, THE 18TH
DAY OF NOVEMBER 2025, THAT THE W TNESS WAS FI RST DULY
SWORN BY ME AND THAT THE FOREGO NG 299 PAGES CONSTI TUTE A
TRUE AND CORRECT TRANSCRI PTI ON OF MY STENOVASK REPORT OF
SAI D DEPGSI TI ON.

| FURTHER CERTI FY THAT | AM NElI THER ATTORNEY NOR
COUNSEL FOR, NOR RELATED TO OR EMPLOYED BY ANY OF THE
PARTI ES CONNECTED WTH THI'S ACTI ON, NOR AM | FI NANCI ALLY
| NTERESTED | N SAI D CAUSE.

| FURTHER CERTI FY THAT THE ORI G NAL OF SAID
TRANSCRI PT WAS THEREAFTER SEALED BY ME AND DELI VERED TO
ERIN CRAWFORD, GRESSETTE BUI LDI NG 1101 PENDLETON STREET,
COLUMBI A, SQUTH CAROLI NA, WHO WLL RETAIN TH S SEALED
ORI G NAL TRANSCRI PT AND SHALL BE RESPONSI BLE FOR FI LI NG
SAME W TH THE COURT PRI OR TO TRI AL OR ANY HEARI NG WHI CH
M GHT RESULT IN A FI NAL ORDER ON ANY | SSUE.

I N WTNESS WHERECF, | HAVE SET MY HAND AND SEAL THI S

5th DAY OF JANUARY Zl?%f%%
5 ’9@6/] e

KATHRYN B. BOSTROM COURT REPORTER
MY COW SSI ON EXPI RES AUGUST 23, 2032
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